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ohen Soriil, and Chriſtian Virus) | 
* THIS DISCOURSE, 85 ho. ey. 


>  Particulady intended Me 3 
For r die Uſe of the Poor of cih, 


To whom ſhe is a great and conſtant e 


. | 18, 
15 With the utmoſt Reſpect ad Veneration, 
8 EZ 5 7 Inſcribed by the AuTHOR: 3 
| Who wiſhes her an Increaſe of Health, | 4 
And an Abundance „ - 0 


Of all earthly and heavenly Diff ings, 
| Noventer 15, 1746, 


ee, : 


FF thou ds oft receive any Benefit ar Satisfaction by this | 
little Book, (which is chiefly extracted from our moſt 1 


eminent Divines,) lend it to thy Neighbour for his Good. 
And think it not too much Trouble to aff, ;/ thoſe Perſons | | 
in the Uſe of it, who are not able t to read thenſelver, A 


5 The Conſiderations I would propoſe, relpe@t, 


FRIENDLY. CALL 


HOLY. COMMUNION. 


'S THE great Neceſſ ity. OY PERLA of aoly PR 


quenting the Loxp's SUPPER, has inclined me to 
ED. x in my Mite to awaken in Chriſtian Profeſſors 


à true Senſe of this Diity, and aſſiſt them in the Per- 


formance of it; chiefly thoſe of a lower and meaner 


Rank, into whoſe Hands this little Tract may be moſt _ 
6 likely to fall, and for whoſe: Uſe in particular it is 
more eſpecially made public. Ir is my Deſign, firſt of 


all, to offer a few Conſiderations upon this Subject, 
and then to add fome fuitabte Devotions for the Help 


3 225 uſe 
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and Aſſiſtance of ſuch as en, and hike? 
_ e | 
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Perf, The Laſtztütion is the Lord's Supper.” e 
Secondly, The Obligations to frequent it. 
Dhiraly, The proper Diſpoſitions for receiving it. 
Fourthly, The 1 nſufficiency of ſome Excuſes urged 


for the eglect of it. 


Fiftbß, and Ts Fhe Aa of a devout Per. 


formance of 1 it. 


yy, 
« 3 ' 
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I. And firſt for ai Inſtitution itſelf, | | 
There is no better Way of explaining this, than wy | 
ſhewing what the inſpired Writers have recorded con- 
cerning it. The moſt compleat as well as ſhorteſt 
YOu of the whole, may betaken, by OY together 
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| what we reall of it in the New Teftament, in ſome 


« Wenner A , * > 
ds Kee ras * # 
* 4 * 


ſuch Manner as here follows e 
„The Lord Jeſus, in the fame Night as he was be- 
« trayed, took Bread, and giving Thanks, bleſſed it, 
«« and brake it, and gave it to his Diſciples, ſaying, i 
Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you: # 
« Do this in Remembrance of me.” Likewiſe after 
“ Supper he took the Cup, and when he had given 
« Thanks, he gave it to them, ſaying, © Drink ye | 
« All of this, 2 this is my Blood of the New- Tefſ- | 
* tament (or Covenant) which is ſhed for you and for 
« many, for the Remiſſion of Sins: Do this, as oft as 
« ye drink it, in Remembrance of me.. 
What I ſhall here recommend. to Obſervation, is, 
the Circumſtance of Time in which our Lord inſti- 
tuted this holy Sacrament: It was the very Night in 
which he was betrayed : Our Saviqur waited till the Eve 


Of his. Crucifixion, before he inſtituted it; thus affec- 


tionately cloſing a Life, which had been always em- 


ployed in the Inſtruction and Edification of Mankind, 


and which he was then going to r up as a Sacrifice ta 
God, in order to obtain for them eternal Redemption. Sq 


critical a Conjuncture was exceeding proper, ſenſibly to 
affect the-Hearts of his then dull Diſciples; and was, 


perhaps, for that very Reaſon, pitched upon for the firſt 


| Celebration of the Euchariſt. | 


The bleſſed Son of God, being willing to perpetuate F 
his Church, and to give to all ſucceeding Chriſtians the 
Helpsand Comforts which they ſtood in need of, provides 


for them in the moſt gracious Manner by the Inſtitu- 


tion of this holy Sacrament. Being wholly taken up 
with the Deſire of eſtabliſhing an Ordinance that was 


to be ſo beneficial to Mankind; neither the killing 


Thought of that moſt ſhameful Part, one of his Diſ-= ? 
ciples (who was with him at the Table) was going to 
act, in betraying him: nor the Machinations of the 

Jews, who, he well knew, were at that Time in deep 
Conſpiracy againſt his Life; neither the amazing Agony 


he was to undergo in the Garden, nor the unparalleled 


Ignominy he was to ſuffer from the moſt abject of the 


Holy COMMUNION. | + + 


People ; all which Circumſtances were Preludes to'z 
moſt ſhameful, accurſed, and cruel. Death: None of 


theſe, I ſay, could divert his Attention from that moſt 
affectionate Purpoſe. With ſo ſtrong a Deſire did he 
aefire'to eat this laſt Paſſover with his Diſciples, in order 
to have an Opportunity of ſubſtituting in the Place of 


it a new one, which was to be infinitely more excellem . 


in its Signification and deſigned Effects! In a Word, 
this Sacrament appeared to him of ſuch ſingular Im- 


portance, as to induce him to take b Himſelf the 


ore he ſuffered. 


Care of appointing and ſettling it 


He did not leave it to his Diſciples to inſtitute ſome 


Kind of Ceremony, whereby to. remember their cruct- 


fied Maſter, although it is plain he left many important 


Things to be revealed to Them by the Holy Ghoſt ; 
but he HIMSELF takes Bread and i ine, and having 
BE them, that they might thereby repreſent his Body 
and Blood, he gives them to his dear Apoſtles; at the 
ſame Time adding this kind Injunction and Com- 
mand, Do this in Remembrance of me: Acting 


| like thoſe tender and generous Friends, who, while 


they are going to be ſeparated from us for any conſi- 


derable Time, leave us their Picture, or ſome other 


re. Token of their Affection: Even ſo our bleſſed 
Lord, that his Diſciples might not forget what Manner 


*® of Man he was, beſtows upon them, and through them 


upon all Believers, this divine Legacy of his Holy 
Supper; which, in ſome Meaſure, was to ſupply his 
Abſence, and to bring Him always to their Remems 
brance, till his coming again to Judgment. For, as St. 


Paul ſays to the Cormthians ; © As often as ye eat this 


Bread, and drink this Cup, ye do ſhew forth the 


J © Lord's Death till he come.“ So much for the In- 
ſtitution itſelf, I come now, as I propoſed, | | 


II. To conſider the Obligations all Chriſtians lie un- 


der, to frequent the Lord's Supper. 


We are obliged to it in Point of indiſpenſible Duty, 
and in Obedience to a plain Precept and Injunction of 


aur bleſſed Saviour, that great Lawgiver, who is 
99 ; „ AA Co Rn 
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«©; able to ſave and to deſtroy.— Do this, ſays he, in 


% Remembrance of me.” Now whether we conſider 
this Command as given in Charge immediately to the 


Apoſtles, as ſuch, or as Repreſentatives of the Chrif- 
tian People at large, the Precept muſt be acknowledged 


to be very obligatory and binding. In the firſt View, 


— 


we ſee that he commanded his Apoſtles, and through . 


them all ſucceeding Minifters of the New Covenant, to 
do what he had done before them, namely, to take 
Bread and Wine, to bleſs and diftribute then. And 
if it be incumbent on Paſtors ſtrictly to follow and ob- 
ſerve this Order, it can ſurely be no leſs the Duty of 
thoſe committed to their Care, to receive from them 
the conſecrated: Elements, the Obligation being cer- 


tainly mutual; for unleſs there be ſome to receive, 


there needs none to adminiſter. In the latter View, 


the Obligation is equally binding, and ſtill more di- ; 


4 


rect; all Chriſtians ſtanding equally in Need of that 


Sacrifice made by the Death of Chriſt, here to be re- 


and Ordinance of Chriſt. 


membered, and all equally bound to obey every Law 


But farther : This Sacrament, as we know, owes | 


its Origin to our Redeemer ; that is, to one who-has 
infinitely obliged us; to one, who © his redeemed us 
« from the Curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe for 


c us: who his own Self bare our Sins in his own Body #® 
% on the Tree, by whoſe Stripes we are healed ;” and | 


who inſtituted it, as we have juſt now obſerved, in the 
moſt affecting Conjuncture imaginable, when he was 
on the Point of offering up his Life for us: Surely 
there ariſes from hence a moſt powerful Motive to the 


religious Diſcharge of it. Men uſe religiouſly to ob- 1 


ſerve the Directions of a 2 Friend, and (unleſs it 
be very difficult and unreaſonable) perform what he di- 
rects. O! what Regard ſhould we not then ſhew to 
the Requeſt of our beſt Friend, when he was preparing 
to offer up himſelf a Sacrifice for us; to undergo, as 
we have been mentioning, the moſt grievous Pains and 
Sufferings, and to yield up himſelf to one of the worſt 


of temporal Deaths, that he might deliver us from the 


moſt- 
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moſt bitter Pains df eternal Death? Had he bid us 
c do ſome great Thing, would we not have done it ? 
« How much rather then, when he faith. only, Eat, 
« O Friends! and drink, O Beloved! in Remem-. 
c hrance of me.” This laſt and dying Requeſt of our 


= beſt Friend, I ſay, ſhould ſtick by us, and make a 


ſtrong Impreſſion upon our Minds; efpecially, if we 


add thereto thoſe other Words of his, not long before 


his Death; Greater Love hath no Man than:this, 


„ that a Man lay down his Life for his Friend: Ve 
| « are my Friends, if ye do whatſoever I command 


cc you.” Is it not a wonderful Love that he has ex- 


pireſſed to us, and worthy to be had in everlaffing Re- 


membrance? And what does he expect from us, but 


| by Way of thankful Acknowledgment to eelebrate the 


Remembrance of it, by the frequent Participation of 


this bleſſed Sacrament ?' God. forbid that we ſhould. 
ever think a Command of the bleſſed Jeſus, who has 


done and ſuffered ſo much for our Sakes, does not: 
bring us under the ſtrongeſt Obligation to make a 
folemn Memorial of his unſpeakable Love, and the 
innumerable Bleſſings he has purchaſed for us! It is 


a certain Sign we have no great Senſe of the Benefit, 


when we forget him Days without Number. We 


ſhould be fo far from neglecting this Ordinance, that 


we ſhould heartily thank God for every Opportunity 
he offers us, of thus ſheuing forth his Death, and our 


7 grateitil Remembrance of it. Methinks we ſhould 


long, with holy David (who ſaw but the Shadow of 
theſe. Bleſſings) to be ſatrsfird .with the god Things of. 


God's Houſe, and to compaſs his Aitar ; and ſhould cry: 
out with him, „O when {hall 1 come and appear be- 


* fore thee ?. My Soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for 
ce the Courts. of the Lord, and my Fleth crieth out 


4 for the living God!“ Had we, therefore, but. a juſt 


Eſteem of Fhings, we ſhould account it the. greateſt 
Unhappineſs in che World to be debarred of this Pri- 


vilege, which yet we do deliberately. and frequently re- 
fuſe to partake 1 | AT, A CO 
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Should! it be aſked here, how often are we then to 
receive the holy Sacrament # I anſwer, the Scriptures 
have not determined this Point; neither have they de- 
clared how often we nruſt go to Church; nor how. 
often we muſt give Alms+ nor what Quantity of our 


Subſtance : we muſt part with in Charity. Theſe 


Things, and many others of the like Kind, are and 
mult be left to our own Diſcretion, as well on Account 
of the various Circumſtances ab: Life, wherein it was 
impoſſible to provide in one and the ſame Way for all; 
as for a Trial of our Love to Chriſt. All therefore 1 


would ſay on this Matter is, that J cannot but think 


it a very great I rregularity for any ſerious and religious 


Perſon to join in the other Parts of the Service, and to 


withdraw when the Sacrament is adminiſtered. This 
is abſurd, as it would be to go away in the Middle of 


the Prayers, or Sermon. And it is owing purely te 


Cuſtom, that one is reckoned ſcandalous, and the other 
not ſo. In ſhort, the general Rule to be obſerved by 


all good Chriſtians is, to embrace every Opportunity 


that offers itſelf in the Place where they live, to re- 
member their Saviour in the cd which he has 172 8 50 


cially » 4 pager 


III. 1 proceed to m i Conſideration, concern» 

— the proper Diſpoſi itions for receiving the Lord 8 
u r. 

. here it will be neceſſary to have. RecourſBito the 
Words of the Inſtitution, ** Do this in Remembrance 
of 'me ;” for whoever remembers his Saviour in a due 
Manner, cannot fail of being acceptably admitted to 
his Table. Now although. the Words Do this in 
Remembrance of me,” do not expreſsly mention how 
We are to remember Chriſt, it is evident, that this 
Command carries in it whatever can be the Matter of 
a Commemoration ; for as it is not enough, when any 
Perſon deſires us nh remember him, to call to Mind 
barely that ſuch a Perſon once lived among us, without 
remembering alſo, “ what Manner of Man he was i 

o 


/ 
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and what he had done for us ; ſo would it be a barren 
and fruitleſs Remembrance. of Chriſt, to remember 
merely that once this divine Perſon dwelt among us, 
without contemplating at the ſame Time, what the 


Apoſtle beheld, —* His Glory; the Glory as of the 
« only begotten. Son. of . God, full of Grace and 


„Truth. —durely then, in order. to remember him 


as we ought to do, we muſt not only confider what he 
is in his own Nature, but alſo under thoſe ſeveral 
exalted and important Offices he is ſaid in Scripture. to 
have taken on him, as our Prief, our Prophet, and our 
King, and eſpecially under the firſt. of theſe ; ſince 


; Done of the great Ends of this Holy Rite is declared 


to be, © to ſhew forth the Lord's Death * he 


een, 14 
But as 1 have enlarged on 3 Particulars. i in. the 


enſuing Devotions, I ſhall refer the Reader thereto, 


and here only give a brief Account of the pious Diſ- 


poſitions which the Remembrance of Chriſt is apt to 


excite, and ſhould ever be attended with; and thoſe 


are Repentance, Thankfulneſs, and Charity; "All founded 


in a lively Faith in . Chriſt's. Death, and the Miercies 
offered us through Him. 
As .to the, firſt; The Reryembrance, of Chriſt's 


| Death brings naturally to our Minds the Cauſe. of that 


Death; which was to be a. Propitiation for the Sins of 
Mankind : Now, if this be conſiderately weighed, it 
cannot fail. of producing in us the, ſtrongeſt Averſion 
to Sin, and ought to lead us to a true Repentance. . In 


; the Blood of Chriſt we ſee our own Condemnation; 


and in the bitter Sufferings he underwent, the due Re- 
ward of our evil. Deeds... It is not poſlible to conceive, _ 
that a ſtronger Proof than this could be exhibited. of 
God's Hatred againſt Sin, and conſequently, of the 
Obligation which lies upon us to avoid it. ad. God 
indeed, out of his infinite Grace and Goodneſs, (ſup- 
poling.it to have been not inconſiſtent with his Attri- 
butes) freely vouchſafed a Pardon to all paſt Sins, with- 
aut exacting any Satisfaction at all, or by atcepting. 


1 ſuch inſufficient Satisfaction as Baful Men could, 


AS „ have 


* 


# 
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have been capable of making, we muſt indeed have 


admired the exceeding Abundance of his Mercy; but 
at the ſame Time, his infinite Hatred againſt Sin would 


not have been fo clearly diſplayed. But now that he 


er withho!ds not his Son, his only Son from us, but 
« delivers Him up for us All ;” when, at the ſame 


Time that he is pardoning the Sinner, he inflicts the 


heavieſt Puniſhment of Sin upon the beſt and moſt 


innocent Perſon that ever lived in the World, (volun- 


tarily ſubmitting to undergo theſe Sufferings tor us.) 


This ts an abundant Proof, what a high and tender 


Concern God has for the Honour and Authority of his 
Juſt and righteous Commandments : how great the Ma- 
lignity and Danger of Sin is, (ſince he choſe rather 


that his own beloved. Son ſhould bleed and die for it, 


than that it ſhould go unpuniſhed) and confequently, 


how great an Averſion we ought ever to have for it, ſo 


as to hate and forſake, to renounce and abhor it, as 
the moſt accurſed Thing. Without a firm Reſolution 
to © perfect Holinefs in the Fear of God,” no Act of 
Devotion whatever can be pleaſing to Him; much leſs 
the moſt ſolemn Part of- it, The Communion of the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt. We know that God 


« heareth not Sinners ; their very Prayers are an Abo- 


„% mination.” It is an Infult rather than an Act of 
Devotion, to“ honour Him with our Lips, when our 
« Hearts are far from Him; and ſuch Hypocrify ſhall 
« receive the greater Condemnation.” It appears by 
the whole Tenor of the Gofpel, that without Repent- 
ance we can have no Share in the Death of Chriſt ; 


and therefore it is to no Purpoſe for us, in an unre- 
penting Condition, to partake of the folemn Comme- 


moration of it: For to come thus to the Lord's Fable, 
is acting directly oppoſite to the Deſign of this Holy 
Sacrament; which implies a formal Declaration that 


we acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt for our Lord and Maſter, 


and that we ſubmſt ourſelves to his Authority, and do 
thereby promiſe, virtually at leaſt, that we will always 


obey Him: — In which Declaration it behoves us to be 


very ſerious and ſincere. 


Secondly, 


b, — 


2 


| © Secondly, It is ſurely very natural to be touched 
| with the moſt ſenſible Gxalitude in approaching the 
Lord's Table, where we call to our Remembrance the 
amazing and inexpreſſible Love of Chriſt in laying 
= down his Life for us, and the extraordinary and ineſ- 


timable Effects of that Love, in the Benefit of our 


= Redemption : And ſurely our Commemoration of this 
great Lover of Souls muſt be very faint, and very life- 
37 leſs, if it does not inflame us with the moſt ſincere, 


the moſt tender Love towards Him, that has fo loved 


1 us, as to give himſelf for us, and lay down his Life 


« for our Sakes.” The leaſt we can do on our Part, 


= < is to love Him, becauſe he firſt loved us.” The 
= dreadful Deſtruction he has delivered us from, the 
7 bleſſed Inheritance he has purchaſed us a Title to, are 
Benefits ſo greats ſo aſtoniſhing, ſo much beyond all 


Poſſibility o 


Requital, that we cannot but return him 


our moſt humble and hearty Thanks for the -ſamgg 
And indeed, a Man need not have attained 1 


wen Degree of Perfection to do this. 7 Our Saviour 
uppoſes this Affection to have a Place even among 


3 thoſe, who had the leaſt Reputation for Virtue in his 
Time. If you love them which love you, ſays he, 
What Reward have ye; do not even the Publicans 

the ſame?“ And it is well known, that Ingratitude 


has been every where condemned and abhorred, not 
only among the polite and civilized, but even among 
the moſt ignorant and barbarous of all Nations. 


\ But thirdly, Another Diſpoſition abſolutely requi- 
ſite on this Occaſion, is Charity: We muſt be in Cha- 


rity with all Men; for whom, as well as for us, our 


Saviour was pleaſed to offer up himſelf on the Croſs. 


No one, that knows what Chriſtianity is, can be igno- 


rant that Univer/al Benevolence is one of the moſt eſſen- 


tial, the moſt indiſpenſible Duties of that holy Reli- 


gion, which the bleſſed Son of God came to preach to 


the World; and without which, the warmeſt and moſt 
affectionate Commemoration can profit us nothing. This 
holy Sacrament breathes nothing but Love and Peace, 
Union and Concord; and it is very evident, that one 


* 
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main End of it was to unite Chriſtians together by the 
Bands of Charity ; a Virtue, which our Saviour. has 
aggricd to the utmoſt Height, and which he has made 
the diſtinguiſhing Mark and Badge of his true and 
genuine Diſciples. We know, that eating and drink- 
ing together at the ſame Table, has always been 
eſteemed. a Note of Friendſhip, aud a Profeſſion of 
Kindneſs among Men: It is the common Way of the 
World to compoſe Differences, to keep a Friendlineſs 
in Neighbourhoods, and to beget Endearment and 
mutual Love in all Fraternities. And accordingly, 
St. Paul, ſpeaking of the Eating of the ſame Bread in 
the Euchariſt, takes Occaſion from thence to demon- 
ſtrate the peculiar Union which ought always to ſubſiſt 
between all the Members of Chriſt's Church : Becauſe 
the Bread ſor Loaf) is One, Me, though (perſonally) 
many, ONE Body; for (as a Symbol of our Unity) 


 Wnly becomes Chriſtians at all Times, and eſpecially 
at this heavenly. Banquet, (where they are commemo- 
rating God's Mercy,. and moſt ſtupendous Compaſſion, 
in forgiving us our moſt grievous Sins againſt his tre- 
mendous Majeſty) to look to it, that their Love be 
« without Diſſimulation, that they harbour no Envy 
nor Revenge, no Malice or Hatred, in their Hearts, 
but that the}. be © kindly affectioned one to another 
ge with brotherly Love, in Honour preferring one 
© another ;—tender-hearted, forgiving one another, 
de even as God for Chriſt's Sake hath. forgiven them; 
« remembering thoſe that are in Bonds, as baund 
« with them, and thoſe that ſuffer Adverſity, as being 
« themſelves alſo in the Body; and ftriving continu- 
ally to improve and abound. in every Branch, and In- 
ſtance of that Charity, which “ ſuffereth long, and is 
« kind, envieth not, vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed 
«. up, doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not 
« her own, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no Evil, 
< rejoiceth not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in the Truth; 
«« beareth all Things, believeth all Things, hopeth all 
4 Things, endureth all Things, and never 2 
CE „ „„ on nn 209» 2 


Sh 


7 are all Partakers of that One Bread. And it cer- 
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HOLY COMMUNIO GWC. 1 
„ but is the fulfilling of the Law upon Earth, and 

„ endureth for ever in Heaven. 
Thheſe are the chief Diſpoſitions which reſult from 
a due Remembrance of Chriſt, and upon which there- 
fore we ought to examine ourſelves before we come to 


be Euchariſt; and that not lightly, and after the 
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Manner of Diſſemblers with God, but ſo that we 
may come holy and clean to ſuch a heavenly Feaſt, 
in the Marriage Garment required by God in his 
holy Goſpel, and be acceptably received at that holy. 
Table.“ 4 e | 7085 


do far of the Diſpoſitions and Qualifications with 


# which we ſhould come to the Lord's Table, and con- 
cerning which we ought to examine ourſelves. 

IV. I proceed, in the fourth Place, to anſwer ſome 
# Excuſes, and rectify ſome Miſtakes in this Matter. 


What has been already offered, plainly ſhews how 
groundleſs and vain that Excuſe is, which is com- 
monly pleaded, for the Omiſſion of this Duty, namely, 


the want of ſufficient Time to prepare for it. The 
neceſſary | Qualifications. (above-mentioned) for this 
Duty, are ſuch only in- general, as are neceſſary to the 
right Performance of all other Duties of the Chriſtian 


— 


Life, and without which we cannot be Chriſtians in- 


deed, true Diſciples of JESUS CHRIST. It is a great 
M.iſtake to think, that theſe Qualifications are to be 
acquired juſt when we attend on this Duty, and after- 
ward to be no more regarded; but they ought: to pre- 
ede, to accompany, and to follow it: For a contimual 


Endeavour to. ſanctify ourſelves ſhould be the Buſineſs 


we are required to bring with us to this holy Sacra- 
ment, we are bound to practiſe at all Times, whether 
we come 40. the Sacrament or not. It is true; when 


wie are about to receive, we ought to examine our- 


fſelves; and, When we have Leiſure for it, quicken 


our Devotion; and in the Solemnity itſelf put our 
Virtues in Motion, (if the Expreſſion may be uſed) by 


exereiſing them in the beſt Manner we can, on the 


Wis: 
, 
4 


great: Objects that preſent: themſelves. to: our Minds, 
3 TC, „ 


cot our whole Lives; and the fame Chriſtian Graces 


Evenneſs in well doing; if there be but an honeſt and 


Labour on Saturday, and be a good Communicant on Sun- 


Was not poſſible to do it, becauſe of the great Diver- k* 
. ity of Men's States and Tempers, and the different 
Degrees of Leiſure one Man enjoys above another... 


that he muſt earn his Bread by the conſtant Sweat of 


the contrary, he is then doing Service to the Lord, and: | 
is habitually prepared for all religious Duties:. ö 


therefore our bleſſed Lord, who enjoined the ſtrict 
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me thankful Remembrance of Chriſt, and the Infe- 
rences that naturally flow from it: But that hinders | 
not, but the chief Preparation conſiſts more in a good 


before the Time of receiving. For indeed, the great 
Matter to he attended to, is the general Tenor: of our 
Lives; in which, if there be but a Regularity and 


good Heart, a Man may go forth to his Work, and to his 


day. The only Precept we have relating to any pre- 
vious Preparation, is that given by St. Paul, 1 Cor. 
Xi. 21. of examining ourſelves: But neither our Saviour 
nor his Apoſtles, have told us how much Time ought | 
to be ſpent in this religious Exerciſe: And indeed it | 


A Man who is placed in ſuch a low Station of Life, 


his Brow, would not anſwer the End of Providence, 
was he-to paſs that 'Fime in Retirement and Devotion, 
which he ought to employ in Labour for his Subſiſt- 
ence. Whilſt at the ſame Time that he follows the 
Work of his Calling, and endeavours to provide for- 
his Family with honeſt Induſtry, and truſts in God's, | 
Providence, and is content with. his Condition, he is 
in the Way of his Duty; and a faithful Diſcharge. of, 
that, can never diſqualify him for the Sacrament; on 


I is worth obſerving, that the Duty of. receiving 
the Sacrament, is ineumbent on all Ranks, „High 
« and Low, Rich and Poor, one with another ;” and: 


Obſervation of it to-all, muſt be ſuppoſed to require 
fuch Preparations for it only as is conſiſtent with all 
Stations of Life; and conſequently, nothing that is 
above the Condition or Capacity of the meaneſt Per- 
ſon. And as we have abundant Reaſon to believe that 


Eife, than in the Devotions we have been uſing, juſt . 
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TW our Saviour intended it for a Part of ordinary Chriſ- 
tian Worſhip, ſo we muſt needs concluge that he will 
erer approve ſuch kind of Preparation, as is reſpec 
lively ſuitable to the various Ranks and Conditions of 
And ſurely there is no- Condition of Life fo ſtrait, 
ſo very laborious, but that therein a Man may find 
ſome Interval, in the very Midſt of Buſineſs, to lift 
up his Heart to God in devout Ejaculations ; and cer- 
| tainly he may always have Time enough to worſhip 
God, before he lies down, and after he riſes up; and 
by riſing a little ſooner, or only a little later lying 
== down to Reſt, he may redeem Time enongh from his | 
Sleep to enlarge his. Devotions, to examine the State 
of his Soul, and by the Exerciſe of Repentance and 
= Thankfulneſs, Faith, Hope, and Charity, prepare 
2# himſelf in the beſt Manner for a worthy Approach to 
the Lord's Table. The Forms of Examination; and 
the Devotions following, are intended to help him in 
E theſe Exerciſes. TEL RT | 2 
ig And here, perhaps, it .may not be improper to add 
a Word or two concerning Servants, and particularly 
# thoſe, who are known by their Dreſs and Habit to be 
e 38 ſuch; I mean Livery Servants, very few of whom are 
ever ſeen at the Lord's Table. . 
Ma,any of theſe, it is to be lamented, are ſcandalouſſy 
Wicked and profane, and are ſometimes hardened in 
Wickedneſs, by the Example of thoſe who muſt one 
Day be accountable, in a great Meaſure, for their 
Miſbehaviour. O! that both might ſee their Folly 
and Danger, and reperit and amM(d before it be too 
late! But let not ſuch wicked Servants think them 
& ſelves ſafe, by charging their Iniquities upon others, 
' WM by imitating any of a higher Rank, or following a 
Multitude to do Evil; Let them remember, that God 
e has no given any Man Licence, much leſs laid any one 
under a Neceſſity, 1% fin; that every one is bound to 
live n the Fear of God here, and muſt give an Account ts 
= God of himſelf hereafter ; and that at the laſt and great 
Day the Wicked, how great, or little, or mean 
es pr ſoever 
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ſoever they be, ſhall be ſentenced to everlaſting Fire, 
whilſt the. Righteous only ſhall be received into Life 


And T would to God, that all * Servants, whether 


in Livery or otherwiſe, whether they are Male or Fe- 


male, might have their Eyes open to diſcern what Ob- 
ligations they are under to receive the Lord's Supper 
often; and their Hearts awakened to conſider the 


great Iniquity and Danger of a groſs Neglect. Is, this 
a Duty incumbent only upon thoſe of a higher Rank? 
Is it not the indiſpenſible Duty of every Rank and 
Station? Is not every Chriſtian bound to love and 


obey Jeſus Chriſt, and to remember him in his holy 
Ordinance ?—Leiſure cannot be wanting for this Duty; 


for the whole Day is conſecrated to Devotion when 


they are expected to perform it. And I need not add 


any Thing to what has been ſaid about the Time to 
be employed in Preparation. Many of thoſe to whom 


I now ſpeak, have too much upon their Hands, and 
it would be a double Advantage to them, to have ſome 


of it employed to religious Purpoſes. But perhaps 


ſome. of the well-diſpoſed of this Claſs may ſay, 


N 


nities they have of receiving this holy Sacrament, 


« give them Leave, and countenance and encourage 
< them in ſo doing.” To /uch Servants I ſay, be- 


ware of the unreaſonabl:: and unwarrantable Fear of 
Man: Be afraid of offending God; let Him be "ol 
car 


Fear, and let Him be your Dread: Never let the 


3 


# 
man 


* If any Servant ſhall here plead, that he does not receive the 
Sacrament becauſe he is poor, and cannot give as he would at the 


Offertory ; I would inform him, that the Alms collected at the 
Sacrament, are not Matter of Neceſſity, but of free Gift; and every 
one is to give according to his Ability, and as he js diſpoſed in bis Heart, 


The poor Widow's two Mites were preferred to the richeſt” Oblations 
of the Wealthy. And he that has nothing at all to give, is invited 
Freely. to partake of theſe ſpiritual Bleſſings, withaut Money, and voith- 
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% That they would ow lay hold of the Opportu- 
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« if the Maſters and Miſtreſſes they ſerve would but 
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ef Man lead you to negle& or tranſgreſs the Duty 
which you owe to God“. If your Maſters do not 
begin with you, and admoniſh you of your Duty, take 
Courage to ſpeak to them, and aſk their Leave, where 
that may be neceſſary. Do not ſay you are 3ſhamed : 
Conſider whether you have not more Boldneſs in leſſer 
Matters, and whether it does.not become you to have 
more Courage and Reſolution where your greateſt In- 
_ tereſt is concerned? Be humble, and modeſt, and 
obliging, and depend upon it you will give no- Offence 
by ſuch a Freedom as this. But I muſt beg Leave 
to add a Word to the Maſters themſelves : And I can- 
not but wiſh, that even thoſe who appear to regard 
their Duty in other Points, would take this Matter 
into their ſerious Conſideration. I need not tell them, 
that every Maſter of a Family muſt be in ſome Mea- 
ſure anſwerable for the religious Behaviour of his Fa- 
mily : He is to watch over, and inſtru, and admo- 
niſh, and reprove his Children and Servants : He is to 
worſhip God with them in his Family, and to allow 
and require them to worſhip God in ſecret by them- 
Telves, and in the public ongregation, and particu- 
larly at the Lord's Table. If Maſters diſcharged this 
Duty faithfully in taking this Care of their Servants, 
J perſuade. myſelf we ſhould not hear ſo many Com- 
plaints of their Miſbehaviour. But if they who ſhould 
inſtruct and direct them better, neglect their Charge; 
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But as a truly conſcientious. Servant would always contrive to 
ſerve his Maſter which is in Heaven, in the Way that is leaſt inconve- 
nient to his earthly one; ſo when his Attendance is indiſpenſibly re- 
quired at Home, during the uſual Time of Divine Service, he may, 
in this great Town, have an Opportunity to receive the Sacrament 
early on the Sunday Morning at the Chapel Royal at St. James s, St. 
James's Church, Mbiteball Chapel, St. Martin's in the Fields; or in 
the City at St. Anne's Alderſgate, St. Michael's Crooked Lans or St, 
Mary le Bow, (where alſo it is adminiſtered on Holidays, as it is like- 
- wiſe at St, Dunflan's in the Weſt.)———And what I ſay here of the Sa- 
crament, may be equally applied to the public Prayers and Sermons z. 
nince in this Town we have them at different Churches, earlier than 


the uſyal Time in the Morning, and later in the Evening. 
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20 A FRIENDLY CALL ro THERE 
much more, if they become Examples of Lewdneſs 
and Profaneneſs; what Wonder is it, if ſuch unin- 
ſtructed, uncultivated Souls are eaſily captivated, and led 
a away with divers Lufts, to commit Iniquity with Greedi- 
nes? One would think that Maſters for their own In- 
_ tereſt and Security, if they looked no further, ſhould 
take a little more Care of their Servants: And the 
ſhocking Inſtances we have lately had of Robbery and 


Murder, committed by Servants, ſhould awaken Maſ- 
ters to conſider the Neceſſity of inſtilling good Princt- 
ples into their Dependents, and of endeavonring all 
the Ways they are able, to plant the Fear ꝙ God in 
their Hearts, and a firm Belief of a Judgment to come, 
which may engage them to refrain from every evil Way, 


and to keep a Conſcience void of Offence towards God and 


towards Man. Thoſe Maſters and Miſtreſſes who 
have any Senſe of Religion themſelves, muſt eſpecially _ 
ſee the Neceſſity of ſuch a Conduct; and will cer- 
tainly be pleaſed to encourage and improve all the 
ood Inclinations they can diſcover in their Servants : 
nd they will excuſe me, if I entreat and beſeech 


them to conſider the Bafhfulnefs and Backwardneſs of 


Servants in theſe Matters, and to condeſcend to he 


their Monitors, and to convince and perſuade them to 
diſcharge their Duty therein as they ought to do: And 
if they would call them together daily, and more eſpe- 


cially on the Lord's Day, to join in Family Prayer, 


reading the Scriptures, and religious Converſation ; 


the happy Effects of their Endeavours would quickly 
be perceived, in the greater Fidelity and Diligence, 
the more humble, modeſt, and peaceable Behaviour of 
%% ͤũ¶ œ T 
But ſome urge farther; that they are unworthy, and 
therefore afraid to come to the Lord's Table, leſt by 
coming they incur that Damnation threatened by St. 
Paul, 1 Cor. xi. 29.— But this is owing to a wrong 
Apprehenſion throughout of St. Paul's Meaning: For 
it is not ſaid, he that is unworthy to eat and drink this 
Sacrament, if he does it, eateth and drinketh Damnation 
to-himſclf; if it were, then indeed we might uy 5 
| - afrai 


4 afraid of coming to this Royal Feaſt; for © whocan a : 


unwerthily; which I ſhall thus illuſtrate ; 


received this bleffed Sacrament. 
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EC ſay, 1 have made my Heart clean, | I | am pure trom 8 
* my Sin? Now there is a great deal of Difference 


between theſe two Things, between a Man's being un- 


worthy to receive this Sacrament, and his receiving it 


= z 


Was 


He, for Example, who has grofsly wronged, mali- | E 


cioully flandered, or without any Provocation of mine, 


treated me very ill, is, as every one will grant, utterly 
unworthy of any Kindneſs or Favour fram me. But 


now, if notwithſtanding this Unworthineſs I do him 
ſome conſiderable Kindneſs, and'offer him ſome Fa- 
vour, his Unworthineſs is no Let or Hindrance to his 


receiving this Favour ; and if he accepts it with a due 
| Senſe, and a grateful Mind, and by it is moved to lay 


aſide his former Enmity and Animoſity, and heartily 
repent him of his former Ill-will againft me, and ſtu- 
dies how to requite this Courteſy ; it is then plain, that 


H though he were unworthy of the Favour, yet he hath 


noto received it worthily : that is, after a due Manner, as 


he ought to have done, and that it hath had its right 


e . 
So we are all unworthy to partake of this holy Ban- 
quet; but being invited and admitted, we may behave 
ourſelves as becometh us in ſuch a Preſence, at ſuch a 
Solemnity ; and if by it we thankfully commemorate. 


the Death of our Lord, and renounce all our Sins and 


former evil Ways, and there give up ourſelves to be 
governed by him, and vow better Obedience, and are 


affected with a true Senſe of his Love; then, though 


unworthy of ſo great a Favour, yet we have worth:ly, 


that is, after a right Manner (as to God's Acceptance). _ 


Moreover, this Crime of Unworthineſs is by no 
Means to be extended to every little Failure or Omiſ- 


ſion in the Performance of this Duty, as if that did 


render us ſuch unworthy Receivers as the Corinthians 
were, or ſtraight conſign us over to the ſame Puniſh- © 


ment. Our merciful Saviour did not inſtitute this holy 
- Sacrament for a Snare to his Followers, to draw them | 


into 
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„ condemned with the 


keep Men from partaking of this holy Ordinance ; and 


"all the Commands of ( ed for our Benefit 
and Advantage ; and that great Bleſſings will attend all 
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into Sin and Danger: This would be to turn the us 


of Salvation, into a Drink of deadly Wine, highly dero- 
gatory to that God, whoſe Mercy is over all his Works i 

ut rather in great Mercy to them, as a powerful Means 
to quicken and encourage their Virtues ; as an happy 


Inſtrument to nouriſh and feed the Flame of their Love 


to Him. He only defires Truth in the inward Parts; 
and if there be but a willing Mind, he will accept our 
ſincere, though weak Endeavours, and will pardon us, 


when we faithfully “ prepare our Hearts to ſeek 


Him, though we be not altogether cleanſed accord- 
« ing to the Purification of the Sanctuary.” _. 
It deſerves alſo to be conſidered, that Rn 
ſpoken of by the Apoſtle, does not denote eternal 


amnation, but certain We and extraordinary 


lagues, which God inflicted on the Corinthians for 
their irreverent, factious, and uncharitable Behaviour 


at the Lord's Table; as appears not only from the ren- 


dering the 3 77 Word by 2 nt in the Margin, 

ns A £ „ +*@., 0 8 - » Ya» 5 3 __ 84 
and the Uſe of it in other Places, as Luke xxiii. 40. 
T Frier iv. 17. but alſo from the Context, which ſhews 


that the Judgment or Damnation here fyoken of, is to 
be underſtood of temporal Judgments ; and that the De- 


fign of them was to prevent thoſe that are eternal: 
« We are judged of the Lord, that we might not be 
WT TRE Ti 

Thus we ſee how groundleſs thoſe Excuſes are which, 


indeed, to anſwer all-Pretences at once, we may ſafely” 
aſſert, that wheever is duly qualified to uſe the Lord's. 
Prayer, (having ſueh a competent Knowledge of the 


is alſo fit to communicate. 


Import of this Sacrament, as the Nature of it requires) 


V. I proceed, in the fifth and laſt Place, to ſhew- 


the Advantages: of a worthy Reception of the Lord's 


# 
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Novy it may be fairly argued, in the firſt Place, that 
od are deſigned for our Benefit 


thoſe | 
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W thoſe chat faithfully obſerve them: To all devout 
= Chriſtians they are “ ſweeter than Honey and the 
„4 Honey- comb, - yea, dearer than Thouſands of Gold 


„ Reward.” The great and good God, infinitely 
happy in himſelf, ſtands not in need of the Worſhip 
= of boeh frail Creatures as we are, nor of any, of the 
Creatures he has made; for the very Angels are not 
ure in his Sight, and much leſs Man, that ita Worm: 
But he humbleth himſelf to behold the Things that are in 
"8 Heaven and Earth. Our Goodneſs extendeth not ts him: 
He is the ſame Yefterday, To-day, and for ever; and is 
W not capable of receiving any Addition to, or Diminu- 
tion from his Happineſs; nor is it to be imagined & 
Han may be profitable to God, as he that is wiſe may be 
ro fitable to himſelf; and therefore all the Worſhip, all 
the Obedience he requires of us, muſt be enjoined: for 
our Good: And conſequently, as it is a divine and in- 
aſpenſible Command that we ſhould po THISͤHJZ as it 
Ws a Command bound upon us by the moſt awakening 
Wand endearing Obligations, ſo our willing Obedience 
eo is Command will be moſt certainly crowned with“ 
280 ere ineſtimable Bleſſings © 


But beſides what may be ſaid of God's Commands 
wan general, if we ator to the Nature and Defign of 
, Command in particular, it will further appear, 
Bhat great Advantages muſt neceſſarily arife from the 
evout Performance of this Duty: For this Sacrament” 
eing inſtituted, as we have ſeen, for the ſolemn Re- 
nembrance of Chriſt, it is certain that a fedate, ſolemn 
Commemoration of this bright Exemplar of moral arid 
WWivine Virtues, of this great Preacher of Righteouſneſs, 
annot but have a mighty Tendency to promote that 
Pniverſal Holineſs which he taught and ſo effectually 
geeommended by his own Practice. +» 
= For, can we contemplate (as we do in this holy Or- 
Finance) “ the Breadth, and Length, and Depth, and 
Feight of the Love of Chriſt,” which induced him 
o give himſelf a Ranſom for all, without the moſt 
ffectionate Gratitude for that inconceivable Love? 
| 1 X Without 


and Silver; and in keeping of them there is great 
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„ A FRIENDLY CALL ro mn» 


to him who “ has done theſe great Things for us, 


4] am crucified with Chriſt, nevertheleſs I live; yet- 


N ES 


Without reſolving to live no longer to ourſelves, but 
* whereof we rejoice;“ and ſaying with St. Paul, 


& not I, but Chriſt liveth in me; and the Life which 
% I now live in the Fleſh,. I live by the Faith of the 
« Son of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for 
« me?” -In this Sacrament we ſee the Lord of Glory 


40 humbling himſelf, and taking on him the Form of 
% a Servant;“ and can Servants, notwithſtanding this 
great Pattern of Humility, murmur and be uneaſy at 


their low Condition in the World! Can any of as 
cheriſh Thoughts of Pride or Vanity, which are ſo un- 
ſuitable to frail Creatures and moſt miſerable Sinners? 


Can we behold the ſurprizing Charity. of our bleſſed. 
Saviour, without being enlarged, in our Bowels towards 


kis poor Members? Without renouncing all Hatred, 


Malice, and Revenge? Without reſolving to love, from 
henceforth, the whole Race of Mankind, even our bit- 


tereſt Tnenjies ? Can we ſee Innocence itſelf ſuffer the 


bittereſt Torments with ſo much Patience and Reſigna- 


tion, without a firm Reſolution to bear, and that too 
without murmuring, thoſe Misfortunes and Diſap-, 
)intments. which od is pleaſed to ſend us, and which 


fall ſhort of what we have richly deferved *? Can we 


think of the horrible Torments which our Sins have 
eauſed to the Son of God, without a great Abhorrence,, 
1 all 8 Can we call to Mind. that Chriſt died 
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* If this were a proper place, it might rhe made appear, er | 


there is not ſo much Difference in the general Account of the Miſery : 


and Happineſs of human Life, as the World i imagines: We are apt 

by our Follies and Vices to multiply our Sorrows, and diſpulet ourſelves | 
in vain; to overlook our Bleſſings, and repine at our Afflictions, and 
envy the Proſperity of other Men: And yet, how few are there that 


Would be willing to exchange their whole State and Condition with 
that of others? And how very unreaſonable, at the ſame time, to 


deſire to be delivered from all the Evils which belong to our own | 


Eſtate, and to have all the Good belonging to others EN in 
: enn n are of 7 I 
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for our Sins once, that through Faith, Repentance, and 
 Newneſs of Life, we might not die for ever, without ; 
_ reſolving to do all in our Power to © live ſoberly, v4 
©; rjighteouſly, and godly in this preſent World; with 
out uſing all our Endeavours to perform ever Condi- „ 
tion neceſſary to qualify us for this mighty, Bleſſing? 1 
In ͤ ſhort, there e har of our Saviour's Life and 
Actions which does n6t afford us ſome excellent Mo- 
tive to the regulating of our Converſation; and there 
is no Part of his Life and Actions, but may, and ought 
to be. remembered by us at the holy Sacrament.—So 
that this Sacrament, in itſelf, has a very natural Ten- 
dency to make us © grow in Grace and in the Know- 
% ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ;”” and 
therefore we have abundant Reaſon to praiſe the W iſ- 
dom of the great Shepherd and Biſbap of our Souls, for 
_ eſtabliſhing in his Church ſo excellent a Means to 
make us “ wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith which 
Moreover it deſerves alſo to be conſidered, in the. 
Laſt Place, what are the. ſpecial Graces which God has 
annexed to the right Diſcharge of this Duty, and 
what may be inferred from the extraordinary Preſence . 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſaving Participation 
of his Body and Blood in this holy Ordinance : | For, 
if Jeſus Chriſt be- preſent with his Grace and holy 
Spirit, “ in the Midſt. of two or three that are ga- 
te thered together in his Name,” can we doubt in the 
leaſt whether he be preſent, in a very particular Man- 
ner, in the Midft of thoſe who celebrate this holy 
Feaſt, this moſt ſolemn Part of religious Worſhip? 
in the Midſi of thoſe, a Wi, 
publiekly acknowledge the infinite Price and Efficaeß 
of his Death? who imprint it in their Minds in the - 
moſt lively Manner? who bleſs their Redeemer, and 
praiſe him with the whole Church, in a ſolemn Ordi- 
nance which he himſelf has appointed? who, by _ 
Virtue of his meritorious Death, plead with Confi! 
| dence to be reconciled to Gd? What Service can we 
pertorm that can be _— to him? _ N 
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holy Table that God pours upori us his choiceſt Bleſſ- 


ings; where, in ſhort, he makes us Partakers of all 
the Benefits of Chriſt's Death; for, ſays the Apoſtle, 
„ the Cup of Bleſſing which we bleſs, is it not the 
4 Communion of the Blood gof Chriſt? the Bread 
„ which we break, is it not he Communion of the 
e Baß of Chriſt?” 1 Cor. x. 46. The Effect of 


* 8 ad 


which, worthily received, can be no leſs than the 
Forgiveneſs of our Sins, and all the other Fruits of 
his Paſſion, eſpecially the powerful Aſſiſtance of the 


Holy Spirit: So that with the frequent devout Uſe of 
this holy Rite, our Souls will be“ ſtrengthened and 


« refreſhed by the Body and Blood of Chriſt, as our 


Bodies are by the Bread and Wine: We ſhall ge 


from Strength to Strength in the Paths of Holineſs, 


Ibis divine Refreſhment will help us to proceed cou- 


rageouſly in our Journey through this“ Vale of 
« Tears; will fill us with all Joy and Peace in be- 


„ lieving, and make us abound in Hope, through the 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt,” and carry us ſafe to the 


Regions of Immortality. 


Joy? Was even our Saviour's Authority, who has 
enjoined it; was even the Senſe of Gratitude'for what 


he has ſuffered for us, not capable to move us; yet our 


own Intereſt (which never fails to guide us in hings 


temporal, ſhould prompt us thereto. Are there any of 
us, that are hard put to it, either through the prevail- 
ing Infirmities of our Natures, or thoſe that our evil 


God refuſe his Fuck to him that faithfully. and de- 


is ſacred Ordinance? It is at the 


| 'hat urgent Motives then are wanfing to engage 
us to partake of this holy Feaft with Eagerneſs and 


1 


Cuſtoms have brought upon us? And are there any 


of us that want Strength or Courage to grapple with 
our ſpiritual Enemies, or to reſiſt thoſe 

that daily make Afſfaults upon us in our Way of 

Living? Why, here we have an effectual Remedy. 

By coming frequently, and conſcientiouſly, and de- 


emptations 


voutly to this holy Feaſt of God, we may gain ſuch 


: Refreſhments, ſuch Support, ſuch Strength and Power, 


28 


„ Covenant.” 5 885 
So that in neglecting this Sacrament, we neglect - 


ritual Adverſaries; ſuch Comfort and Peace of Mind, 


as will make our Lives tolerably eaſy under the Diffi- 
* culties, and Troubles, and Calamities of this miſera- 


ble World. Here the loweſt and the wretchedeſt of 
Mortals may perceive, that they are not forſaken, for 


5 their Poverty and Affliction, but are as dear to Chriſt 
as if they were ever ſo highly advanced in worldly 
MWealth and Honours: Here they may comfortably 


reflect, that the Bled of Chriſt was ſhed for the 


meaneſt Beggar, as well as for the greateſt Monarch; 
and that no Man ſhall be rejected for his outward . 
Condition, but only for his Mitbehaviour in that State 


wherein Providence has placed him. Jeſus Chriſt, 
Who for our Sakes became poor, that we through 
« his Poverty might be made rich, has told us, that 


« in this World ye ſhall have Tribulation;“ but has 
bid us, notwithſtanding, “ be of good Cheer, becauſe 
he has overcome the World.“ N 
this holy Ordinance, and has left it as a ſure Pledge, 
that he will come again at the End of the World to re- 
_ccive us into that Glory, which he is gone before 7 
| onus for us. We thould comfort ourſelves with the 


Je will cheer us in 


Thougt:ts of that bleſſed Time, when we ſhall “ eat 


« and drink with him in his Kingdom ;” when we 


ſhall be admitted © unto Mount Sion, and unto the 


„City of the living God, the SR Jeruſalem ; 
« and to an innuinerable Company of Angels: To 
« the General Aiſembly and Church of the Firſt-born, 
© which are written in Heaven; and to God the 
« Judge of all, and to the Spirits of juſt Men made 
« perfect, and to Jeſus the Mediator of the new 


our own Intereſt and Happineſs, we f9rjake aur own 


Mercies, and judge ourſelves unworthy of all the Blefſ= 


ings of the Goſpel ; and deprive ourſelves of one of 
the beſt Means and Advantages of conveying and con- 
| T B 2 firming 


or CON W. 2 


- as wal enable us to go through our Work chearfuilly 
and ſucceſsfully; ſuch Succours as will not fail, if we 
faithfully make Uſe of them, to vanquiſh all our ſpi- 
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' Grming theſe Bleſſings to us. In.vain do we bemoan 
_ the Decay of our Graces, and our {low Progreſs and 
Improvement in-Chriſtianity; whilſt we wilfully deſpiſe 


the Means of our Growth in Goodneſs: Well do we 
deſerve that God ſhould ſend Leannefs in our Souls, and 


make them to conſume and pine away in perpetual 


Doubting and Trouble, if when God himſelf doth 


ſpread ſo bountiful a Table for us, and ſet before us 
the Bread of Life, we will not come and feed upon it 


with Joy and 'I hankfulneſs. 1 . 
What Happineſs can we covet after equal to that 


which God imparts, in admitting us to his holy Table? 
If a King was to invite us to his Table, we ſhould 
think ourſelves greatly honoured by ſuch an Invitation, 


and take eſpecial Care that nothing ſhould hinder us 
from accepting of it, and keep us back from ſuch a 


mighty Honour. With how much greater Reaſon 


ſhould we be earneſt and zealous, when we are invited 


to the royal Banquet of © the King of Kings, and 


« Lord of Lords.;” to feed there in a ſpiritual Man- 


ner on the Body and Blood of our Saviour, and to be 
there treated as his Friends and Companions! I may 
add, that there are no Services in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion that give our Souls more refined Pleaſure and 


atisfaction, and make them mount in brighter Flames 
of Gratitude than this; nay, none like it: It is here 


that our Hearts burn within us, and that our Thoughts 


burſt into a pure Flame of Devotion and Love, and 
Thankfulneſs for the Benefits conferred on us through 
Chriſt: It is here that we find more eſpecially the 


Truth of David's Aphoriſm, « joyful and pleaſant Thing 
it is to be thankful, and that we drink, as it were, of 


the River of God's Pleaſures. 


CONCLUSION. 


Tf ſuch Conſiderations as are here infiſted on will 


not prevail upon Men to lay aſide their trifling Excuſes 


for the Neglect of ſo great a Duty, it remains that we 


lament 


— 


him, to live in his ; all our Day: 
by communicating ſo frequently at his holy Table 


on 
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Jament their Blindneſs, and offer up our moſt earneſt 


£2 


Prayers to God e their Eyes, that they may ſee 
- _ what is their true 


| | ntereſt, and haſten to; partake of 
this holy Sacrament with all the Reverence that is due 
to it. 1 am ſure, that if People were but ſenſible of 
the great Advantages they might reap by it, they would 
need no other Motive to perſuade them to frequent it 
as often as they can. For we ſhould ſoon find, that 


this is the Means appointed by our bleſſed Redeemer, 


whereby to communicate all the Merits of his moſt 
precious Death and Paſſion to us, for the Pardon of 


all our Sins, and for the purging “ our Conſciences | 


« from dead Works to ſerve the living God: So that 


by applying ourſelves. conſtantly unto” him, we may 


receive ſu cas Supplies of Grace and Power from 
aith and Fear all our Days: And 


upon Earth, we ſhall be gradually prepared for that 
moſt intimate Union and Communion: with, and the 


- everlaſting Enjoyment of him in the Kingdom of Hea- 


ven; where all our ſincere and faithful, however im- 


perfect Acts of Righteouſneſs and Devotion, ſhall be: 
. amply and abundantly rewarded : where we ſhalt be 


recompenſed in Proportion to the Improvements We 


have made, and where every eminent Grace and Virtue, _ 


ſhall have its diſtinguiſhing Crown of Glory. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


— 


F HE Lord's Supper being ordained for the ſpecial. © Remembrance of 
« the Death of Cbriſt, and of the Benefits which we receive 
__ «thereby ;” I have endeavoured in the following Devotions, to inſtil 
thoſe Sentiments of Love and Thankfulneſs which do powerfully flow 
| from that Commemoration. I would not by any means be underſtood 


to preſcribe theſe Devotions as abſolutely neceſſary to all Perſons, and 


every Time they receive the holy Sacrament; ſince I only intend them 
_ for Helps to thoſe who are not already better provided, and which 
they may uſe in” * or in party according to their Liking and 
Leiſure. 
I have carefully Aided all rapturous and extatic Expreffions, 
which" can ſuit only few Perſons, and have endeavoured. to expreſs i 


myſelf in uch a Manner, as may ſuit a young Beginner in Religion, as 


well as a greater Proficient : But yet, as it is impoſſible to provide abſo- 
Jutely for all Perſons, (confidering the Variety of their Tempers, In- 


elinations, Circumſtances, -&c.) I beg the Reader will firſt carefully 
read the Whole over, and alter where he thinks neceſſary, before he 


uůſes any Part to aſſiſt his Devotion; that when he comes to pour out 
Riis Prayers to God, his Fervency may not be evaporated in examining 
the Juſtneſs of a ops. or ſtopped in adjuſting it to his particular 


Caſe. 


erted. Vea, the Means of avoiding and mortifying Sin, according as we 
have in our Cbriſtian Prudence confidered them, muſt be fedfaftly pur- 


| poſed. But here we muſt be vary, that by particular Vows againſt. 


ſome Matters in themſelves innocent, we do not tie ourſelves up ſo ftrily 
from chat Liberty wh ch Ged has left us (and we had better have fudied 


to have «ſed Chriſtianly, than wowed totally to abridge ourſelves of) as 


to make our Vαο and. Reſclutions become a Snare and a Burden to us, 


and afterwards x sive us Cauſe beartily to e that we ever "oo them, 


5 


One Thing let me dere admoniſh yeung Communicants of, (Youth _ 
being ſangvine, and more ready to wow than faithful to pay) that they do 
not, through imprudent Zeal, entangle tbemſelves in tro ſevere and inconfi- : 
derate Vas at the Lord's Table, All known Sin muſt be refolved againſt; 
all krown Duty determined upon, and Endeavours after it diligently ex- 
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| PRAYERS, THANKSGIVINGS, and E- 


DIFAT IONS, to aſſiſt the devout C HRISTIAN 
in his Preparation for, and Ae on the 
Lond. S SUPPER. 


A i 70 Cod, that Els n be 1 to 
 #ffift us in our Preparation to receiue * * 
eee +4 


55 1 Prodiouce oy 1 BET my moll ge- 


cious God and merciful Father, in an humble 


© Acknowledgment of my Unworthineſs, and In- 


fufficiency of myſelf for any Thing that is good. 


I know, O Lord, that“ without thee I can do 
A nothing,” and therefore do humbly implore 


thy gracious Aſſiſtance and Acceptance of my: 


Endeavours, to prepare myſelf for the worthy 
Receiving of the Holy Sacrament of the Bod 


and Blood of thy dear Son. 


| Stir up, I beſeech thee, ſuch pious Affections 


ard Diſpoſitions in my Soul, as are ſuitable to 
this 1 important Occaſion: Grant me ſuch a Senſe 
of my Sins, and of the Sufferings of my bleſſed 


Saviour for them, as may affect my Heart with 
a deep Sorrow for my Sins, and an eternal Ha- 


tred and Diſpleaſure againſt them; and may ef- 
fectually engage me to love and live to him who 


has loved me at ſo dear a Rate, as to waſh me 
5 un my Sins in his own- Blood.“ —And © let 
| 1 1 V 


of my Heart, be always, and eſpecially at this 
Time, acceptable in thy Sight, O Lord, my 
3 Strength and my Redeemer.“ Amen. Woe 
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Meditation on the Inſtitution of the Bleſſed, » |, 
VTV 
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WORTHY art thou, O blefled Jeſus, to be 
obeyed in all that thou commandeſt us! 
*« worthy art thou, for whoſe Sake we ſhall do 
this !''—When thy own bitter Agony was juſt 
approaching, thou wert even forgetful: of thy- 
ſelf to think of us; and in the very Night. 
« wherein thou waſt betrayed,” didſt ordain this 
moſt powerful Means of Grace, theſe ſacred ||| 
Pledges of thy Love, to be the perpetual Food | 
| and. Nouriſhment, the ſtrengthening and refreſh-- _ | 
ing of our Souls: O! how earneſtly were thy | 
Thoughts engaged, how wert thou wholly taken 
up with this great and important Deſign? And „. 
therefore waiting and wiſhing for that laſt Paſſ- 
cover, when thou hadſt formed that mighty Pur- 
poſe of inſtituting this bleſſed Ordinance of 
thy holy Supper; and with the moſt affecting 
Tenderneſs of the ſtrongeſt Love didft profeſs— + 
with Deſire—with the warmeſt. Paſſion —<.have 
« I defired to eat this Paſſover. with you before | 
te I ſuffer?” And after this, could it ever have 
been expected from any of thy Followers, that. 1 
they ſhould have no Deſire to partake of "aro E 
| | 5 nmoly FP, 
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3 bel to the Lord's Supper „ 3. 
1 holy Sacfament.; that they ſhould, in ſuch Num- 
1 bers, contrive to make Excuſe, one going to- 
his Farm, and another to his. Merchandiſe | 10. 
Et tby Earneſtneſs and Zeal awaken our careleſs, 
carnal, worldly Hearts, to conſider . our Duty, 
| and Intereſt, in doing what. thou commandeſt. 
"7 us, in © doing this in Remembrance of thee.“ 
; 1 God grant we may remember ourſelves, and be 
2 convinced that we are loſt and ruined for ever, 
if we do not remember thee.—O. Jeſus! thy. 
« Commands are not grievous ;” they are full 
of Comfort and Delight; they are the ſtraight . 
and neceſſary Paths to everlaſting Happineſs ;. 
* and this Command moſt delightful i in itſelf, And; 
moſt apt to enable us to obey the reſt. Alas! | 
it. is not for thy Sake, but our. own; it is "cj - 
our Sake and for.our. Salvation, that thou wouldſt. 
be remembered. by us. Our Goodneſs extendeth 
nu lo thee; nor-can.a Man be profitable to God... 
bon canſt. reap no Benefit, no Advantage, 
- | from ſuch worthleſs Creatures, ſuch deſpicable | 
Worms, ſuch finful Wretches as we are. Ah 
fooliſh--and unwiſe ! how do we forſake and re- 
nounce our own Intereſt, and run headlong i into 
Ruin and Perdition, when we. forget, when we 
refuſe to remember thee lO ye raſh and care- * 
leſs ones ! 4 confider your Ways and be wile ; 
forget not him that calls upon you to remember 
him, on Purpoſe to ſecure your Salvation: 
5 No longer fly from your higheſt Dignity, and 
| Honour, and Happineſs. The Ox knoweth 
i _*© his Owner; and the Als his Maſter's Crib ;” ' 
but, more ſtupid and inſenſible, more ſtubborn. 


© and ungrateful than either of them, are thoſe - 
23öͤ oy 


* 


PRAYERS, | | 


Mien that fore es God their Saviour, and will not, 
in this holy Sacrament, remember him who in 
Bis Love and in his Pity redeemed them !—Lord, _ 
if Ido not remember thee, „let my Tongoe 5 
, cleave to the Roof of my Mouth, and my i} 
6. right Hand forget her Cunning ;” let me have 
no Power nor Faculty at all to rebel againſt 
thee, if I have none to remember and obey ,, Þ} 
thee. O that I may remember thee at al! 
il Times, and that my Song may be always of the | 
Laving-kindneſs of the Lord, and. eſpecially, ac- 
- cording to thy Appointment, at thy holy Ta- 
ble !=O let me ever fay, from the very Bottom 
of my Heart, and with all the Powers of my 
Soul, „ Bleſt Jeſu, thy Love was dearer than - It 
er Life, and ſtronger than Death, and moſt worthy „„ 
0 be had in everla ting Remembrance ” - ET 


(Here follows | A articulur Eautmerstion of snes „ 
againſt God, our Neighbour, and Outfelves, for the 1 

_ Eaſjer Examination of our Lives; very proper to be 

uſed frequently, efpecially on Fridays, and other 

Days of Faſting, and before the Sacrament. Taken '1 
out f Biſhop Len s Manual for Wincheſter Scho. 114 

\ lars, and "es $ Devotion. ] | — if 


* 


—1 adjure thee, O my Soul, in the Preſence o 

the great Judge, who knows all the Secrets 
of thine Heart, and as thou wilt anſwer it 
before God's Judgment-ſeat at the laſt Day, 

do tell me, | | | | 


1 
Wr Sins art thou guilty of more immedi- 
ately againſt * 5 | bn 


1 0 "Suitable ta | the Henk Supper. 7 35 
At thou guilty of any Infidelity, or Atheiſm ; . 


any Diſtruſt in, Preſucopucy or | Doſpaiy of God's 
Mercy ? 


Art wes water of any wilful Ignorance of 


God, or of any Far in  worlkipping any 
Creature N. 
HFaſt thou loved any thing more than God, or 

feared any one above him ? 

Art thou guilty of repining or murmuring at 
- God? 8 Providence, or of being impatient under 
his Correction? 

Haſt thou been unthankful for his Mercies, 
diſobedient to his Commands, or ineorigible 
under his Judgments ?: 

When, in — Manner, haſt thou been guilty 
of diſnonouring God, by blaſphemous and irre- 
kgious Thoughts or "Diſcourſes? or by tamely 
hearing others blaſpheme ? 

Fat then taken God's holy Wames in vain, by 
cuſtomary or falſe Swearing, or by the: Breach. 
of any lawful Oath or ſolemn Vow 2. 


HFHaſt thou been. guilty of Sacrilege, or ine | 


verent Behaviour in God's Houſe ?: 


Haſt thou miſ-fpent the Lord's Dax. 4 deg⸗ i 
lected to attend the public Warſhip of God, or 


been unprofitable under the Means of Grace? 


HFHaſt thou. diſhonoured. God by Coldneſs and 
Wanderings, Inde votion, and Careleſſneſs in thy 
Prayers, or by any Wearineſs in his Service, or 


by a total Neglect thereof? 


Haſt thou received the Sacrament unwor- 


thily, and 9 mY ſolemn. en there re- 
newed ? 1 | 4 
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Haſt hen hardened thyſelf - in Impenitence, | 
putting off the evil Day? haſt thou reſted in a 


_ ſuperficial and partial Repentance, or frequently 
relapſed into Sin, and reſiſted the 800 Motions | 


of God's Spirit? 


Haſt thou been an Abetter and Encourager 


of TY Schiſm, Hereſy, or Profaneneſs ? ? 


3 


f . U. 


0 my Soul, what Sins art has guilty of more: 


immediately a, againſt thy Neighbour ? 


How, when, where, againſt whom, haſt thou . \ 
been guilty of any Injury, Injuſtice, ar Oppreſ- 


fion; any Breach of Truſt, or Promiſe ; any 


Fraud, or Theft; any Flattery, or Diſſimula- | 
tion; Treachery, or Lying; z or of giving: any 


jut Scandal ? 


How, when, where, ict . haſt thou 
been guilty of any ill Language, Detraction, or 


Slander; any raſh Cenſuring or Backbiting ; any 
Contemning or Scoffing, either at- his Infirmities 
or Virtues? , 


How, when; 8 againſt wh halt Mot 
deen guilty of any Contentiouſneſs, Spite, or 


Revenge; of railing at, or hurting, or murder- 


ing thy Neighbour”! in chy Mind by ill Wiſhes 


and Curſes? 


Haſt thou been 8 of e falſe Wits 


neſs, or coveting the Poſſeſſions of others ? p:.. 

Haſt thou been unthankful to thoſe who have 
Pag thee Good, or have Kindly 1 thy 
Sante | | 


Haſt . 


p 
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| 


E mending thyſelf, - or of being greedy of the 
Praiſe of Men; of performing religious Duties 


— 


5 Re Suitable to FY Coos 8 15 x n 37 
Hat thou been uncharitable to the Poor, or 


eee to relieve any Chriſtian in Diſtreſs? * 
Haſt thou been unnatural - to any of thy Re- 


lations ? haft thou reviled, and been ſtubborn 


and diſobedient to thy Governors Eccleſiaſtical 
or Civil? | 


 Haſt thou tempted others. to Sin by Conn 


vance or Encouragement, by Command or Per- 


7 : 


: ſuaſion, and increaſed thy own, | by furthering — 


the Damnation of wy Brother! ? 


5 — 2 4 
* — * 5 . 7 
2 * III 5 
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0 my Soul, a Sins art thou: guilty of more 
immediately againſt thyſelf f 
Art thou guilty of Pride, either in Kpphreles 
or on Account of thy Eſtate, or Credit, thy 
Parts, or good Deeds? Art thou guilty of com- 


2 


to gain Applauſe, or of committing Sin to we 
© Reproach? 

Haſt thou 3 immoderately greedy of 
Riches, or of ſenſual Pleaſures? . 

Haſt thou been guilty of violent Anger, or 
Inconlideration, Inconſtancy, or Diſcontent? 

 Haſt thou miſ- ſpent thy Time, neglected to 
reſiſt Temptations, or abuſed the Talents God 
Bath entruſted thee with, to Sin and Wickedneſs? 

Haſt thou been guilry of Intemperance in 
eating, Ang OT Heepings © or in lawful Re. 
creations? / 

- Haſt thou been guilty of Wleneſs, Uncleannef, 


Luſt, Fornication, or Adultery ? 
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36 RAT ERS Ge. N 
Haſt thou taken Delight in le wd Compam. 

in vicious * immedeſt Songs, eee . b 

tures,. Sc.. 

Faſt thou. not ks: committed all « or any of 


theſe Sins thyſelf, but taken Pleaſure | in them 
that do them? | 


/ 
* E 
* 1 4 * 2 . 8 * 


4 Jevitent 2 Nun of Sins, with an + bumble gap 
an for _ and Forgivengſs. 


O Almighty God, 2 glorious | in Holineſs, who- 


« art of purer Eyes than to behold Evil, 
« and canſt not Took on Intquity,” and haſt de- 
nounced from Heaven thy fierce Indignation: 
againſt all Unrighteouſneſs of Men: 1 deſire to 
humble my Soul before thee in a deep Senſe of 
my own Unworthineſs and Vileneſs, by Reaſon. 
of the many Sins an& Provocations which I 
kave been guilty of againſt thy divine Majeſty, 


by Thought, Word and Deed. [Here name the; | 
Particulars with. all the aggravating | Circum=- 


Pances], Theſe my Tranſgreſſions, with more 
than I can recolle& or number, are all in thy 
Sight, O Lord, and my moſs ſecret Sins in the. 
Light of thy Countenance: When I look back 
upon the Errors. of my Life paſt, and ſeriouſly: 


conſider with myſelf what I have done, and 
what I have left undone, my Fleſn trembleth 
for fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy. Judg- 


«© ments. — I have ſinned: What ſhall I ſay 


te unto thee, O thou Preſerver of Men? I am. 
8 _ what ſhall I * thee, noe thou that 


« ſitteth. 
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Suitable to the Lord's Supper. 39 


e ſitteſt on the Throne of Holineſs 1 will 
_« lay my Hand upon my Mouth; for if F 


ce ſhould contend with thee, 1 could not anſwer 


« thee one of a Thouſand; and ſhouldſt thou 


« deal with me after my Sins, and reward me 
ce after mine Iniquities, I ſhould be utterly con- 


„ fſumed, and eaſt bree from mp Preſence for 


« ever.” 
But where, and to a can I the for Guc- 


cour, and Pardon, but to thee, O Lord, wha. 


art © merciful, long-ſuffering, and abundant in 
« Goodneſs, keeping Mercy for Thouſands, and 
« pardoning Iniquity and Sin ;” vouchſafe there- 


fore, O gracious God, for thy Name's Sake, for 
thy dear Son's Sake, whom thou haſt" ſer forth 


as a Propitiation for the Sins of the whole 
World, to look upon me with an Eye of Pity 


and Compaſſion, and * blot out as a thick 
e Cloud my Tranſgreſſions, and as a Cloud my 


ct Sins; be merciful to my Unrighteouſnefs ; | 


« and my Sins and Iniquities remember thou no 


% more: Lead me to that Repentance unto 


e Salvation not to be repented of, which may 


bear ſome Proportion to the Greatneſs of my 


Offences. Well may I be aſhamed, O my God, 
and bluſh to lift up my Eyes to thee, O God, when 


I confider'how careleſsly, how wantonly I have. 
gone on in a Courſe of Sin; the Commiſſion 
whereof, nothing leſs than the moſt precious 
Blood of the beloved Son of God could ex- 


piate. Do thou imprint into my Heart ſo fixed 


an Averſion, and ſo juſt a Senſe of its frightful 
Conſequences, that I may go longer « turn 
- thy Grace into Laſciviouſnels,” but flee from 

Sin, 


ö PRAYERS, ber. 585 


Sin, as from the Face of a Serpent. May 1 
make it the future Buſineſs of my Life © to keep 
« thy Commandments always,” ſeeking before [ 
all Things © thy Favour, which is better than 
«Life itſelf. L? | | 
But, O Lord, J am not able to do any Thing 
of myſelf; my frequent Backſlidings make me 
| juſtly diſtruſt the Sincerity of my « Heart, : 
« which is deccitful above all Things.” Have 
I not often promiſed with as much ſeeming Sin- 
cCceerity as I do now, to © cleanfe myſelf from 
1 85 all Filthineſs both of Fleſh and Spirit, and 
ce perfect Holineſs in the Fear of God; but 
ve ſhamefully << looked back and tirned like _ 
« the Dog to his Vomit, and like a Sow that 
« was waſhed, to her wallowing in the Mire.” 
« —] know, O Lord, that the Way of Man is 
ec not in himſelf; it is not for Man that walketh, 
ce to direct his Steps: From thee only 
« cometh my Help Help, Lord, or I periſh.” 
—O Ged of all Grace, who haſt promiſed 8 
give thy boly Spirit to them that aſk it; be it unto 
me according to thy Word. Vouchſafe me, 1. 
moſt humbly and earneſtly beſcech thee, his di „ 
vine Help and Aſſiſtance, to ſtrengthen my; 
Weakneſs, to ſuccour me in Temptations, and 
to «© ſanctify me throughout, that my whole 
« Spirit, Soul and Body, may be preſerved. 
ec blameleſs unto the Coming of our Lord Jeſus 
ee Chriſt :”* Grant this for the. ſame thy. Son's. 


| Sake. Amen. 


— 
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* ro firs the Grace of Menue. | 


Almighty God, whe: of thy tender Merey 
didſt give thy only Son to ſuffer Death upon 


the Croſs for our Redemption; I humbly be- 
ſeech thee to make me thoroughly ſenſible of, 
andigive me the moſt unfeigned Gratitude for 


this moſt precious Gift, O grant that I may 
always, but eſpecially when I am at thy holy 


Table partaking of the Memorials of thine abun- - 
Aan . Kindneſs, remember with the moſt lively 
Affection this Miracle of Mercy which paſſeth | 


Knowledge: O may I always be glad and rejoice 


in this thy Salvation ; 3 - may. my ' Heart always 
burn within me at the Thoughts of it. May k 
be. ſatisfied: even as it were with Marrow” and 


 Fatneſs, and may my Mouth praiſe 'thee with 


joyful: Lips.—Whilſt I am /ma/ing, let the Fire 


of my Devotion kindle” in the brighteſt Flames 


of Love and Adoration, at that Mercy of thine 


which is greater than the Heaven, and above all 


Bleſſing and Praiſe. How happy ſhould I think 


Kar was but my Gratitude to bear ſome lit: 
tle-Proportion to thy Love Receive, O Lord; 


my ſincere Thanks, and accept of my EN 


feigned Sorrow that they are ſo diſproportionate 


to the immeaſurable Bleſſings which comme 
morate. Increaſe. in me +ſuch a' Senſe of this 
and all thy Mercies, that all the Temptations 
of the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, may 
> never be able to _quench'it ; but that being en 


lvened and quickened thereby, « J. may preſs 
n e Chan ws towards 
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« towards the Mark, for the Prize of the high 


« Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus:” And having 
frequently remembered my Saviour at his holy 5 
Table, with all thoſe pious and and holy Affec- 
tions he has fo juſt a Claim to, I may be in due 
Time mated to drink of this Cup new in the 
| Kingdom of God, among the Bleſſed, who ſhall 
be called unto the Marr lage- Supper ef at Lamb. 4 
Amen. 


A | Prager for 88 


1 O Pen 8 our Dow 
+0 obs without Charity are nothing worth, 
« ſend Ghoſt, and pour into our 
een on of Charity, 
e“ the very Bond of Peace, and of all Virtues, 
« without which whofoever liveth 1s counted- 
te dead before thee.” — How unworthy ſhould 
I be to appear at this Love Feaſt, and eat of the 
Bread of Sincerity and Truth, if I entertained 
any Sentiments of Malice or Hatred againſt any 
of my Brethren. O ſuffer me not, thou God: 
of Love, to fall into a Fault ſo contrary to the 
Spirit of the Goſpel in general, and to the par- 

ticular End and Defign of this bleſſed Ordi- 
nance ! Let this new Communion rather con 
tribute to enlarge my Bowels towards all my 
Brethren, and even towards my moſt inveterate 
Enemies, for whom as well as for myſelf 3 
Chriſt was contented to die. Root out of my 
Heart all Thoughts of Revenge againſt thoſe 
who defpitefully uſe and perſecute me, winbows: 
* Fault of mine, O Lord; den 5 

O 


* 


"Sas zo the Lord's Ser = 
thou their Hearts: Grant that all of us, who 
are to be Partakers of that one Bread, may put 


en, as the Eleft of God, Bowels of Mercy, Kind- 
neſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Long-ſuffering ; for- 


giving one another, even as God for Chriſt's Sake 


Fa forgiven us, (leaving us an Example that we 
_ ſhould follow his Steps.) And above all Things let 


us put on Charity, ubich: is the Bond of Perfetneſs ; 


5 and let the Peace of God rule in our Hearts, to the 


Which we are called in one e Body. Amen, 


1 The following Kcditatioris 6 on our Saviour's Offices 
« may be uſed at any Time, either the Morning 
, e communicate, or during any Intervals of the 


c Service, whether before we receive "ths ſacred” 


_e n or een. 


of 


A Meditation « on our "Lon Prornzrie 


Op proz. | 


| E rene - be advred thy divine Counſels of : 


Wiſdom, and Goodnefs, in the Recovery 
and Redemption of fallen Man! O the Length 


and Depth, and Height of this unfathomable 


Mercy !-—That ever the glorious undivided Tri- 
ſhould contrive a Way to ſave us! A 


Way, as much beyond the Reach, as beyond 
the Power of Men and Angels, of all created 
- Beings whatſoever! That the Sen of God him 
ſelf ſhould condeſcend to become Man for our 
Sakes, and take upon him our Nature; that he 


rand — t to become our Mepraron, and 5 
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ſtoop fo 5 as to be our Proper, our Paizsr, 
and our KinG! My Soul, let us contemplate 


— 
* 


"+8 Ne Rey 9 42; — 2 85 + 25 
42 ö 
* . 2 x 


theſe ſacred Offices, and ck a httle into this: 


Almighty Love, which'is immeaſurable and in- 
_  exhauſtible, which furpaſſes all Knowledge, and: 


can never be thoroughly ſearched” out; which 
Angels themſelves defire to look into, and which 
ſhall be to Men and Angels the moſt exalted. 


Subject of Thanks and Praiſe, and of Foy un- 
eatabie and full of Glory, to eternal Ages! 


Thou art indeed a Prophet, O my dear Re- 
deemer; „thou art of a Truth that Prophet 


cc Wien was to come into the World:“ A Pro- 


phet! to inſtruct us in thy Father's Will; and, 


as far as ſuch a Knowledge was neceſſary for us, 
to let us into the Knowledge of Things that were 
to be hereafter, and to teach us Things to come; 


to acquaint thy People with Things that ſhould 


come to paſs, that after they were come to paſs, 


= might believe that thou wert HE; the very 
Maſſas, or Chriſt, the Anointed, the Holy One of 
God, the Saviour of the World. Thou art, on 


Feſus; the true Light which lighteth every Man 
"that cometh into the World; and it is through 
thee alone, that we can know any thing of God, 


as a gracious: and faithful Creator! Thou haſt Ts 
inſtructed us in all that it was neceſſary for us to 


- believe or do, in order to our preſent or future 
Happineſs; and becauſe our Obedience to thy 
divine Laws is abſolutely and indiſpenſibly ne- 


ceſſary to our Happineſs, thou haſt bound 1t 
upon us by the moſt powerful Sanctions; by 
exceeding great and precious Promiſes, that 'by theſe 


We mi va be Partakers of a divine Nature and, 
on 


+ 


oh the other fide, that” knowing the Terror of ths 
Lord, we might be perſuaded to eſcape the Cor. 
ruption which | is in the World tbrougb. Luſt. 

O the Purity and Sublimity of thy heavenly 


Doctrine! 7, by Light is perfeck, converting the 


_ Soul; thy Teſtimony is ſure, making wiſe the ſim- 
ple; thy Statutes are right, rejoicing the Heart; 


thy Commandment is. pure, enlightening the #iyes ; : 


thy Fear is clean, enduring for ever; thy Juag- 


ments are true and righteous alto gelber! More 


to be defired are they than ( old, yea than much 


fine Gold; fweeter alſo than Honey and_the Honey- 
comb. Moreover by them is thy Servant taught, 
and in keeping. of them there is great Reward. _ 
How incomparably preferable is thy Doctrine 
to all, that ever went before; purged from the 
| Idolatry and Superſtition of che Gentile World, 
who had changed the Glory of the incor- 
85 ruptible God, into an Image made like to 
“ corruptible Man, and to Birds, and four- 
ve footed Beaſts, and creeping Things.“ - Thou 
haſt freed us from the Voke of Ceremonies and 


outward. Obſervances, which the Jews of old 


were not able 10 bear. Bleſſed Jeſul *< thy 


« Yoke is eaſy, and thy Burden is light: The 


Law was given by. Moſes, but Grace. and 
« Truth came by Jeſus: Chriſt : Life and Im- 
c mortality were brought to light by the Goſ- 
= « pel. Here we are taught the Way of God . 

moſt perfectly: We are belt. inſtructed in the 
Nature of God and his Attributes, and the 
Worſhip to be paid unto him; in the Origin 


and Malignity, the great Danger and Detriment 


of Sin; in the only Method of Atonement and 
| Kecon- 


* 


- Suitable to the Lord's « Supper. 5 45 | 
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. of our being ſanctified here, in 
order to our being juſtified fie olorified here- 
after. Here we are beft Inſtructed 5 in all moral 
and ſocial Virtues; in the moſt exact Juftice 


and Equity; the moſt exalted and extenſive 


Benevolence and Charity; and in all the Duties 
relating to ourſelves: Humility and Soberneſs 

- of Mind; Temperance and Chaſtity ; the right 

Government of all our Appetites, Paſſions and 


Affections. We are taught to lead quiet and 
peaceable Lives in all Gadlineſs and Honeſty ; to 
purſue after the higheſt Happineſs in this Life, 


to qualify us for the moſt perfect Happineſs in 


that cobich is to come O divine Teather, thou 


heavenly Prophet! thy Doctrine plainly ſhews | 
itſelf to come from God! and yet thou haſt 

been pleaſed to confirm it by thoſe unexception- 

able Atteſtations, Mrrzacres and PROPHECIES, 


Thou didſt ſupply natural Defects, didſt repair 
accidental Infirmities, didſt cure the moſt ma- 
lignant and inveterate Diſeaſes, didſt ſubdue the 


Rage of Devils, didſt give Speech to the Dumb, 


Hearing to the Deaf, Sight to the Blind, Strength 


to the Impotent, Limbs to the Maimed, nay, 


Life to the Dead. Surely none could do ſuch 
« Miracles, except God were with him.” — The 


Accompliſhment of the Prophecies is alſo an 
undeniable Proof of thy Miſſion and Authority; 


thoſe that have been delivered aforetime, and 
alſo divers others uttered with thine own divine 


Mouth: As thou didſt foretel the Treachery of 


Judas, and, the Cowardice of Peter; > Wierd own 
Crucifixion and Reſurrection; thy Aſcenſion, 


and the Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt; the De- 


ſtruction 


Suitable 70 the Lord's Supper: - . 


: 3 8 Non of Aen. and Rejection of thoſe 5 
re once thy" choſen Peagle; ; the Succeſs 


| the Profeſſors of hy Name; not only « aa ; 
% Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Principalities, 
ce againſt Powers, againſt the Rulers of the 
2 3 of this World, againſt ſpiritual 
ce Wickedneſs in high Places.” —S0. mightily 3 
grew the Werd of Gad and :prevailed! ?- | 
And to all this, by thy gracious Condeſcen- 
ſion | in aſſuming our Nature to inſtruct us, there 
is further added to illuſtrate and exemplify and 
confirm thy holy Doctrine, a perfect unerring 
Pattern of a Life, „ without Blemiſh and with- 
out Spot,” full of Love, and full of Truth. 
Our divine Teacher acted not like the Phariſees 
of old, who uſed to bind heavy Burdens and 
grievous to be borne, and lay them- on Mens 
Shoulders, whilft they themſelves would nat touch 
them with one of their. Fingers ; but he was him- 
ſelf a Pattern of the meft ſublime Virtues, of 
the moſt rare and unuſual, of the moſt hard and 
difficult, and of ſuch Virtues as are of the moſt 
common and ordinary, as well as of the moſt 
neceſſary Uſe throughout the whole Courſe of 
our Lives.—Reſolve then with thyſelf, O my 
Soul, (but reſolve in an humble Dependance 
upon God, and upon the Help and Succour-of 
his Grace) that thou wilt conſtantly follow the 
Doctrine and Example of thy dear Redeemer ; 
and being Light in the Lord, thou wilt walk as a 
_ Child of Light, knowing that it had been better 
for thee not to have known the Way of Righteouſneſs, 


- than 2 thou haſt kuvwn it, 10 Turn Aſide 4 | 
: | the” 
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the holy Commandment delivered unto ther; E. 
brace and receive, honour and obey him, as the 
| eminently;zanointed. Prophet of the Lord, to 
teach and guide thee: Follow him in what he 
requires and commands thee ;. follow him in the 
Example he has left thee, and conſtantly en- 
deavour to do as he has done: Follozy his Holi- 
neſs in what he did; follow his Patience in what 
he ſuffered: Follow: him to his Table, there to 
contemplate his Life and Sufferings, and to 
thank him (among other Inſtances of his Good- _ 
neſs) for © his giving us the Knowledge of 
* Salvation, whereby the Day-ſpring from on 
High hath viſited us, and given Light to us 
« that fat in Darkneſs and in the Shadow of 
« Death, to guide our Feet in the Way of 
« Peace: Follow, him in Life; and follow him | 
in Death; and follow him through the Grave 
and Gate of Death, till thou meet with him in 
Life everlaſting, when thou ſhalt ever be with 1 
the Lord, and reign with him for evermore. 
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| LoRp, how malignant is the Nature, Ber 
terrible the Effects of Sin? What a Trans- 
formation does it make in Creatures formed 
aſter thine own Image and Likeneſs? What a 
diſmal and doleful Separation · between thee and 
them? How miſerable was the Caſe of fallen 
Man! Though made holy and upright by his 


I he * his. Oey es ſunk 
into 
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8 into a corrupt, degenerate and curſed Condi- 
tion; wherein he was not only deprived of the 
Image of God, in which he was created, but 
liable to the Punithaent- of his- Scents al- 

mighty, vindictive Juſtice; and in that miſer- 
able and forlorn Condition, how could he re- 
cover himſelf from that Abyſs of Miſery in 

which he was plunged! ? Did not Juſtice, and 
Truth and Holineſs require, that « the Soul 
<« that ſinneth ſhould die? Was it agreeable. __ 


to the divine Attributes to remit. the Puniſhment a F< 


without ſome ſuitable. Satisfaction? - But who 
could make ſuch Satisfaction? No one of the 
human Race; ſince * all Fleſh . has corrupted 
ce its Way on the Earth, < ſince all have ſinned 
« and fallen ſhort of the Glory of God,“ and 
therefore were involved in the ſame Condam nation. 

No Man could redeem his. Brother, or give his 
Life a Ranſam for him, for it coſt more t6 redeem 
one guilty Soul, fo that he muſt let that alone for 
ever. But OI the unfathomable Depth of al- 
mighty and redeeming Love, that could enter- 
tain any. Thoughts of Salvation for | rebellious; 
ſinful, wretched Creatures! Where © Sin 
te abounded, there Grace did more abound: 
O the Depth of the Riches both of the Wiſe 
% dom and Goodneſs of God! how unſearch- 
ce able are his Judgments, and his Ways paſt - 
< finding out!”—Nothing leſs than infinite 
Love could ſuggeſt the Thought; nothing but 
infinite Wiſdom, which is “ wonderful in Coun- 
d ſel and excellent 1 in Working, could contrive 
© the Way ;” —nothing but Inka a could 


r it in Execution. * 
* | Behold, 
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Behold, the Son of God paſſes by us, and, fees 
e polluted in our Blood: He ſays unto us When 
tze are in our Blood, live: yea, he ſars unto us 
4 oben we were: in our Blood, live! He conde- 
ſcends to leave the Glory which. he bad before the 
 Herld was, to become our High Prieſt and our 
= Sacrifice. He that was Holy, J, wndefiled, 
arate from Sinners, undertal 0 male Recon- 
" citjation for the Sins of the” H and as a2 19 
Lamb without Blemiſh and without Spot, to 
e give his Life a Ranſom” for many. le his 
e oynſelf bore our Sins in his own Body on the 
e Tree, that we might be redeemed Hom the 
« Curſe of the Law, being made. a Curſe for 
« ys. He is made Sin for us, who knew no 
1 ec Sin, that we might be made 1 Righteouſ- 8 
* lneſs of God in him.“ 
Thus God © laid Help on One Who is 
61-58 mighty: Thus were we redeemed, not with 
"uy «« corruptible I 'hings, as Silver and Gold, but 
« with'the precious Blood of Chriſt, the Blood | 
18S « f God; and therefore if the Blood of Bulls | 
and of Goats ſanctified to the purifying of 
| te the Fleſh, how much more muſt the Blood 
« of Chriſt, who, through the eternal Spirit, 
ji dc offered himſelf to God, cleanſe us from all 
ſl © Unrighteouſneſs?” 
bw O thou who art called of God an Hig h Prief pe. 
after the Order of Meſchiſedek, 1 ſee in thy 
eternal Godhead the Fulneſs of that Merit which 
atoned for all our Sins, and purchaſed for us an 
Entrance into Life everlaſting ; and in thy hu- 
man Nature I fee thee capable of 77 * 


FE. a Offering for the Sins 0 the whole orld ! : 
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It i 18 by this Sacrifice, O my Soul, that thau 
art put into a Capacity to be an Heir Salua- 
Lion. It is by this, Atonement, that thou art 
free from all corrodiag Apprehenſions, and con- 
tinual Uncertainties, whether upon Repentance 
© God will be. from his fierce Anger, that we 
ce periſh not. By this bleſſed Sacrifice thou 
art delivered om that Terror, which muſt ever 
Accompany - the Dread of Puniſhment from that 
« God to whom Vengeance belongeth.” Thou 
canſt look upon God, © as the Lord God, mer 
« ciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, and abun- 
e dant in Goodneſs and Truth; keeping Mercy 
cc for thouſands, forgiving Iniquity and Tranl- 

reſſion and Sin; who, through this Blood of 

7 which ſpeaketh better Things than 
cc that of Abel, will accept thy ſincere, though 
imperfect Obedience: For, this bleſſed “ High 
ce Prieſt of our Profeſſion, is entered into the 
« holy Place with his own Blood, there to ap- 
c pear in the Preſence of God, nent make In- 

ce terceſſion for us.” Thus mayſt thou, O my 

Soul, draw near with Boldneſs, in full Aſſurance 
of Faith, throu gh this one Mediator between God 
and Men, the Man Chrift Feſus, knowing that 
he who poured his Soul as an Offering for thy 
Sins, {till purſues that-gracious Deſign to perfect 
thy Salvation. He fa ts at the right Hind of 

God, and preſents to him that Sacrifice which he 
made on Earth for @ fweet-jmelling Savour, in 
that Nature which he aſſumed for our Sakes, 
which was made ſubject to, and ſenſible of our 
Infirmities; and which was in all Points, tempted 
like. as We 2 get. wil baut Sin, and therefore he 
4 C2 355 knous 
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bY Kow: to pity and ſuccour them that are 
tempted; and from the Remembrance of his 
aon Sufferings is prompted to a compaſſi onate 


Senſe of ours; and never ceaſes, in Virtue of 


his Blood which was ſhed for us, to plead our 
"Cauſe with God, and to intercede "powerfolly 1 in 
our Behalf. 
By this plenary Sactifige; by this prevailing 
on thou art delivered, O my Soul, from 4 
the Fear of Death, which otherwiſe would have 
"all thy Life-time ſubj ed thee to Bondage. Thau 
* look on the Grave as a Paſſage only 
to thoſe bleſſed Manſions where Chriſt thy Sa- 
viour hath purchaſed thee, a Place, which he is 
gone to prepare for thee where he continues to 
be thy Pattern, thy Advocate, and takes Care 
of thy moſt important Concerns. 
How does the Thoughts of this Vatriftet 
give Reſt to all thoſe that labour and are beauy 
N It is the Source of all our Peace, of all 
our Comforts; that Anchor of the Soul, both 
ſure and fedfaft, on which we may ſafely rely: 
It is that true Conſolation of Hrael, which fills 
the devout Chriſtian with a Foy unſpeakable and | 
Full of Glory, and with a Bene eh panes all 0 
Vnderſtanding. 
I am loſt in Adwiration and Wonder at this 
thy great Love towards us, O God of my Salva- 
lion! Who is a Gd like unto thee, that pardoneth 
Iniguity? He retaineth not his . ce 1222 8 
Lecauſe he deligbteth in Mercy. 
Could it ever enter into the - Heart: gf Man, 
that thou didſt fo love the World, as to gide thy 
Sen hrs Son 4 149 * cd 05 I: Son, 
8 0 


* 
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ts the” nd that all that believe on bim ſhould not 
periſh but have everlaſting Life. Surely no 
Words can expreſs, no T — gr of finite Be- 
ings can reach this exalted Inſtance of e 5 
Love towards Mankind. r 

« Sing, O ye . for the 15 has 


« done it: Shout, ye lower Parts of the Earth: 


« Break forth into Singing, ye Mountains, O 
« Foreſt, and every Tree therein; for the 
Lord hath redeemed Jaan, and glorified 18 
« himſelf in Iſrael ? 2 

Though the Preaching of Cuil "os be 
unto the Jews à Stumbling block, and unto. the. 
Greeks  Foolifbneſs,- yet do thou gladly acknow- 
ledge, O my Soul, that it is the Power f God, 
and the 'Wiſdom of God. Reſolve, with St. 


Paul, to know. nothing ſo much as Chriſt cruci- 


fed, and to glory in the Croſs of Chriſt. Rejoice . 
in be Lord, uy thou in the God of thy Val. 


But whilſt thou 2 art © exaking, 0 my Soul, * | 
the Greatneſs of this ne re member that 


Chriſt is the Author of it only to them that obey 
him; to them, who, by NR in well deng, 


ee for Glory and Honour and Immortality : Com- 


ply with his Condition, who had an abſolute 
Right to preſcribe the Terms on which he 
would 505% thee: Turn thyſelf, according to his 


gracious Deſign, from thine Iniquity. Follow. 
| « Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall ſee the 
Lord; and denying all Ungodlineſs and 


1 worldly Luſts, do thou live ſoberly, righte- 
« ouſly, and godly. in this preſent World;. 
cc -4OOKINg for that bleſſed * and the glo- 
echt, | C3 - 0 rious 
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4e rious Appearing of the great God, and our 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; who gave himſelf for 


4 us, that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, 
< and purify unto himſelf a peculiar People 


* zcajous of $o0d Works,” 8 


1 
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0: Bleſſed 1 L, my Xing an my Ged! 1 be- 
lie ve that thou art of the Seed of Abraham, 
and the Sou of David according to the Fleſh. 
Thou art the King of Yael. Thou wert born to 
be #. Light to lighten the Gentiles, as well as to 
be the Glory of thy People Iſrael. —O that all the- 
World may join in ſinging Praiſe to thee, who- 
art the great King over all the Earth! !!; 
Thou wert born King of the Jews, and with 2 
Right and Title to the Throne of David; but 
by neglecting and avoiding outward earthly Ho- 
nours, and withdrawing from thoſe who would- 


| have made thee a King, haft plainly ſhewn the 


Emptineſs and Vanity of Crowns and Scepters ; 
haſt ſtampt a Dignity and Grandeur upon a low 


Eſtate, and more eſpecially upon an humble and 


lowly Mind; haſt ſhewn that thou wert born 
for ſpiritual and heavenly Purpoſes, and that 


| thy Kingdom is not of ' this World. Thou didſt 


not affect the Pomp and Glory of earthly 
Courts: When thou tookeſt on thee to deliver 


Man, thou didſt not abhor the Virgin” s Womb; 


and though thou waſt Born a King, vert content 


t9 be born in a Stable; and humble Shepherds | 


Were 
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were the only Courtiers of mortal Race thac 
came to celebrate the joyful Feſtival of thy 
Birth. Some indeed of ſuperior Rank were 
afterwards drawn to the Brightneſs of thy. Riſing * 
Wiſe Men from the Eaſt (directed by Prophecy, 
and led by a Star) came to inquire after him 

that was born King of the Jews, and there they - 


offered him Gifts, as to a Prophet, Prieſt and 
King. But how ſoon did the « Kihgs of the 


« Earth ſet themſelves, and the Ruſers take 
« Counſel together againſt the Lord, and againſt 


c his Anointed?” One Ming ſought to murder, 


under the hypocritical . of worſhipping 
Him that was born King of the Jews. In his 
mercileſs Fury the Lives of a Multitude of in 
nocent Babes were cruelly deſtroyed, and to 
eſcape, the inhuman Slaughter, thou waſt forced 
to into Egypt. Another King, in Mockery 
and Scorn, arrayed thee in Royal Robes, and 


Jet thee at nougbt. Pilate, the Roman Governor, 


aſked thee, Art thou a King? Let when he 
had thy Anſwer, he delivered thee to be cruciſisd. 

And thine own Nation and more immediate Sub- 
jects. cried out, © We will not have this Man 
ce to reign over us: Away with him, crucify. 
ce him.” Thus was he brought before the Kings. 
and Rulers of the Earth; and accuſed, and con- 
demned, and put to Death as a Malefactor: 85 
The barbarous Soldiers, in Mockery and Scorn, 


inſulted the. Sovereign of all the World: They 


« put on him a ſcarlet Robe, and when they. 


« had platted a Crown of Thorns, they put it 


< on his Head; and a Reed in his right Hand, 


« and they bowed: the Knee before him, and 
3 ; cc mocked 
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« mocked him, uy Hail! King + of the”. 
| „% Jews. 3 
But although thou wert, O bleſſed 1 thus 
5 in treated, crucified and flain, thou wert ſtill the 
happy Conqueror of Sin and Death: It was not 
pPaliible that thou ſpouladſt be holden of it, but witn 
Royal Power thou didſt riſe to Life again. Af- 
ter thy Reſurrection, © all Power was given 
ax thee in Heaven and in Earth:“ Thou didſt 
in glorious Triumph aſcend into Heaven, and 
there “ fit down at the right Hand of the Ma- 
_ < jeſty on high, far above all Principality and 
« Power, and Might, and Dominion. 2: Theß 
was thy Regal Power moſt eminently exerted 
For the Planting and Propagating thy Church 


and Kingdom upon Earth.—Thou datt ſend 
down thy holy Spirit upon Men naturally weak 


and fearful, and gave them Courage boldly to 


declare what they had ſeen and heard concerning 
thee ; and didſt accompany their Preaching with . 
ſuch miraculous Gifts and heavenly Graces, that 


though they were of themſelves unlearned and 


ignorant, unacquainted with Oratory and Ad- 
- drefs, they were able to confound the Wiſdom of - 
this World, and bring Millions of Souls captive 
unto the Obedience of Chriſt. It is by this Power 
that thou didſt enable them 10 reſiſt unto Blood, 
and doſt at all Times enable thy faithful Fol- | 
lowers to be blameleſs and harmleſs, the Sons of © 


God, without Rebuke, in the Midſt of à crooked 


and perverſe Generation, among whom they ſhine 


44 Lager in the World. —By thy Grace, they 


« chuſe rather to ſuffer Affliction with the Peo- 


« plc of God, than to gd the Pleaſures of 
ec Iu 
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4 


"PB Tot 


C 


Suitable to ca Lord 8 Supper. 57 


es Sin for a Seaſon, eſteeming the Reproach of 
cc Chriſt greater Riches than the Treaſures and. 


« Kingdoms of the World, and the. Glory of 
c them.” —Ilt is by the fame Grace, that they 
can even take Pleaſure in Infirmities, in Neceſi- 
ties, in Diftreſſes for Chriſt's Sate: They are filled 
with Comfort ; they are exceeding joyful .at all 
their Tribulations ; they look not at the Things | 


which are ſeen, but at. the Things which are not 


ſeen ; having Reſpe unto that Recompence 7 Re- 
ward, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, 


ſhall give unto all that love bis Appearing. — 


It is by this bleſſed Spirit, that thou art with thy 

Courch always even unto the End of the World; 

and hereby it ſhall ever be ſecurely preſerved, 
inſomuch that the Gates of Hell ſhall not 


prevail againſt it.” We ſee already that Va- 
tions that knew thee not, who were Strangers to. 


| the Covenant of Jjrael, and without God in the 


morld, have run after thee. and glorified thy, © 
Name, O thou holy One of Hrael! And we doubt 


not but thoſe. 3 Promiſes ſhall, in thy due 
Time, be amply fulfilled, when the Fulneſs of 


the. Gentiles ſhall come in; -when the Dominion of 


our Lord fhall reach from Sea to Sea, and from 


the River unto the World's End when all Kings 
Hall kneel before him, and all Nations do him Ser-. 
vice; when the Lord ſhall ſet his Hand a ſecond 


Time to recover the Remnant of his. People, and 
Gall affemble the Outcaſts of Iſrael, and gather 


together the difperſed of Judah, from the four 


Corners of the Earth; when the Heathen ſhall be 


given to my Lord and my Saviour for his Inhe-. 
| n and the utmoſt Parts of the Earth for. his 


C's 5 — 
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Puffin on. 0 the who art the Blade over all Things 
to thy Church; may thy Kingdom come ! Come 
Tord Jeſus, come quickly ; let thy Ways be known 

upon Earth, thy ſaving. Health unto. all Nations; 
that all he Kingdoms of the World, becoming the 
 Kintzdoms of our Lord and of his Chriſt; God's 


Will may be done on Earth, as it is in Heaven. 


Haſten that bleſſed Time, when „ Men ſhall 
5 ce beat their Swords into Plough-ſhares, and 

c their Spears into Pruning-hooks; neither ſhall 
e they learn War any more; but the Wolf ſhall 
r qwell with the Lamb, and the Leopard thall 
e He down with the Kid, and the Calf and the 
« young Lion together, and a little Child ſhall 
lead them, and the Cow and the Bear ſhall 
( feed, their young ones ſhall lie down to- 
* gether; ; and the Lion ſhall eat Straw like the 
* Ox, and the ſucking Child ſhall play on the 
* Hole of the Aſp, and the weaned Child ſhall ' 


* put his Hand on the Cockatrice Den. They 


hall not hurt nor deſtroy in all God's holy 


«© Mountain; for the Earth ſhall be full of the 


0p Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters cover 
« the Sea. Then ſhall be Peace upon Earth 


* indeed, and Goodwill towards Men: They 


ce ſhall come to Zion with Songs, and ever- 
7 laſting Joy upon their Heads; they ſhall ob- 
e tain Joy and Gladneſs, and Sorrow and Sigh- 


« ing Hall flee away.” 
O may thy holy Doctrine take deep Root in 


. "the Hearts of all thoſe who profeſs themſelves 


the Subjects of our great Mzssran ; and may 


they all "adit it in their Life and Converſation ! 


May we be all fitted and prepared to meet our 
King 


* 
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King and our Judge, in that great Day which 
is appointed for the general Judgment of all the 
Earth! ben the Son of Man ſhall -ceme from 
Heaven in his Glory, and all his holy Angels with 
him, and ihe Trumpet ſhall found loud enaugh 
to awaken the Dead: When all the little Diſ- 
tinctions among Mortals ſhall have no longer 
Place, but the Rich and Great, as well as the 
Poor and Mean, ſhall be ſummoned 1 appear 
before the Fudgment Seat of Chriſt. And it is 
ſurely very fit, that he who lived in ſo mean a 
Condition, ſhould come in great Glory: That he 
who was 7 5 and deſpiſed of Men, ſhould t 
upon bis Ibrane, highly exalted in the Air, and 
be attended with mighty Angels: That he who 
was condemned and arraigned by the Powers 
of the World, ſhould have Authority to ſum- 
mon all, high aj 


mon all, high and low, rich and poor, the Kings 
of the Earth, as well as the loweſt Slaves, to 
appear at his Bar, and to receive Sentence at 
his Mouth.—O tremendous and terrible Day of 

the Lord! O (glorious and auguſt: Aſſembly! 

How dreadful to all wicked Men, when the 
| Lord ſhall come to take Vengeance on them that 
+ H#now not God, and that obey not the Gofpel of 
Lars Tok: Chriff. Theſe ſhall then be con- 
demned by an irrevocable Sentence, Depart 
« ffom me, ye curſed, into everlaſting Fire, pre- 
<« pared-forthe Devil and his 1 : How 
--— 1 melt, and their Knees then ſinite 
together | How will they call in vain. on he 


| Mountains to fall on them, and the Hills to cover 
them? Remorſe and Deſpair will ever prey upon 
them; they will be given up to wailing and 
e nꝛuaſbing 
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gnaſbing of Teeth, and not be able to obtain ſo 
much as one Drop of Water to cool their Tongues, 

 Tormented in the Flame. They that would not 

that Chriſt ſhould reign over them, and be will- 
ing Subjects of his Kingdom, ſhall be for ever 
forced to abide under the Dominion of the Devil, 
and be ſubject to his Reign and 'T yranny” for | 
ever and ever. 
But the Righteous hall ſtand ak great Bold- 
neſs in that Day, ſecure and happy in His Fa- 
vour and Protection, who has put down all op- 
poſite Rule and Dominion, and all Authority Bs 
Power, and ſubdued all his and their Enemies, 

Sin, and Death, and Hell. Their Trial is at 
an End, their Warfare is accompliſhed, and now 
the Time of Recompence and Reward is come; 
not for any Works of Righteouſneſs which they 
have done, but by the infinite Mercies of God, 
through the abundant Merits of their Redeemer, 
their Judge, and their King; for whoſe Sake 
their imperfect Righteouſneſs ſhall be accept- 

ed and rewarded. Their Redeemer cometh, 
and his Reward is with him, and his Work Before | 
bim. He will invite them to come unto him, 


and receive them to dwell with him in Glory,— 


Come, ye bleſſed of my F. ather, inherit the 
« Kingdom prepared for you from the Founda- 
e tion of the World: They ſhall be cdught up 
% into the Air, and be for ever with the Lord :” 
They ſhall be advanced to Thrones, and 
Crowns, and Kingdoms, to an exalted Happi- 

neſs, but faintly ſhadowed out by Deſcriptions ; 

to an Happineſs that Eye hath not ſeen, nor 
Y Tr heard, nor is the Heart of Man able to 


* con- 


AN 
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© conceive.” No T ongue can utter, no Pen can 


| deſcribe, no Fancy can imagine the Happineſs' 
of him, whom God of his unbounded Munifi- | 


cence delights to honour : But every one fo ho- 
noured may truly ſay of that conſummate Bliſs, 
as the Queen of Sheba did of Solomon : © It was. 

« a true Report that I heard of thee in my own - 
« Land, and*behold the half was not told me.“ 

Ibis Honour have all God's Saints; and none 
but Saints, none but holy, righteous Perſons, are 
intitled to it; none but ſuch, or at leaſt ſincere 
Penitents, are capable of ſharing in the Merits 
of our bleſſed Redeemer, and of reliſhing the 
Happineſs of Heaven: Without Holineſs no 
e Man ſhall ſee the Lord.“ -O that we may 
therefore, in tbis our Day, know the Things that 
belong to our Peace, before they are hidden from 
our Eyes] © O that Men were wiſe, that they 
underſtood this, that they would conſider their 
cc latter End!“ But whatever others do, let it be 
thy Care and Buſineſs, O my Soul, to ſecure an 

happy Eternity ! Put on the whole Armour of 

God, that thou mayſt fight valiantly under 
_ Chriſt's Banners; own that great Lawgiver, who 
is able to ſave and to deftray, for thy Sovereign 
Lord and King; and let no other Lord have 
Rule over thee. Be-not cheated out of a cer- 


tain Inheritance, an everlaſting Kingdom in 


Heaven, with the vain deceitful Proſpect of any 
Kind of Happineſs upon Earth: Be not ſeduced 
with Names, and Sounds, and Shadows: Let 
nothing ſhort of ſubſtantial everlaſting Happi- 
neſs engroſs thy Views, and Hopes, and Cares. 
Lok 10 at the * which are ſeen, and are 
temporat, 


4 
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3 but at the Things which are nat ſeen, 
are eternal; knowing that. thou mayſt, if 
thou wilt, be more than Conqueror throu gb him 
that loved Wc 
O bleſſed Mefieb, . fant that I may ever ſeek 
firſt the Kingdom of God, and his Righteouſneſs, 
and willingly BY to his Pleaſure, and to 
whatever elſe ſhall be added thereunto.— Lord, 
let nothing be added that may draw my Heart 
from thee, or be the Occaſion. of Diſloyalty -or 
Rebellion againſt my Saviour and my King. 
Make me ever to hate Sin with a perfect Hatred, 
and do thou enable me to © caſt down every 
« Imagination that exalteth itſelf againſt the 
Knowledge of God, and to bring into Cap- 
ce tivity every Thought to the Obedience of 
« Chriſt;”* going forth conquering and to conguer, 
to pull down the ſtrong Holds, and to deſtroy - 
the Dominion of Satan, and ſet up the King- 
dom of Jeſus in my Heart. Do thou ever rule 
and reign there, and thou only; ; and let me be 
wholly and only thine. Thou art of Right my 
Lord and my King; O let it ever be my Choice, 
and Deſire, and Delight; let me ever eſteem 
it my higheſt Honour and Happineſs to have it 
ſo, and to behave myſelf as thy dutiful Subject 
and devoted Servant: So that neither Tribu- 
ec lation nor Diſtreſs, nor Perſecution, nor Fa- 
ec mine, nor Peril, nor Sword, nor Death, nor 
Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor 
e Powers, nor Things preſcat, nor Things to 
« come, nor Height nor Depth, nor any other 
* Presmute, may be able to ſpares, me. from 


Ws 
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4 ſhort Form of Sell. Exathination, which may 
be very fitly uſed on the Morning we receive e 
HOLY SACRAMENT. =—_. 


FAVE I en due Care to inform myſelf 
ght of the Nature and Ends of that holy: 
7 % which I am about to receive? Do 1 
confider it as an holy Rite of Chriſt's own Ap- 
pointment, to commemorate the infinite Love 
of our Saviour in dying for us, and the innu- 


merable Benefits which by his precious Blood- 


 thedding he has obtained to us? Have I duly 
tt upon the intolerable Miſery which 
would have been my Portion, without the Me- 
rits of his Sacrifice? Am I duly thankful, that 
I am thereby not only delivered from the Wrath 
io come, but alſo made Heir of an Inheritance in- 
corruptible and undefiled, of an eternal Weight of 
Glory? And do I feel my Heart affected with 
becoming Sentiments of Love, and Joy, and 
Gratitude, at the infinite Goodneſs, of God the 
Father, in giving up his Son, “ his only be- 
ec gotten Son, that we might not periſh, but 
« have eternal Life; and at the incomparable 
Love and amazing Condeſcenſion of God the 
Son, who for us Men, and for our Salvation, 
was pleaſed to * humble himſelf to Death, even 
« the Death, of the Croſs?” And have I fo 


| Juſt, ſo thankful a Remembrance of this inva- 
4 1 
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luable Mercy, as to be always ready to offer up {| 
Thanks and Praiſe for the unſpeakable Advan- | 
tages which accrue to us thereby? 

- Am I ſenſible, that one of the chief Ends . 
which this divine Banquet was inſtituted, and in 
which the Love of Chriſt is ſo plainly diſplayed, 
was to beget, to nouriſh, and to increaſe Bro- 
therly Love ; to imprint in my Heart the great 

Neceſſity which lies upon Chriſtians to walk— 

d with all Lowlineſs and Meekneſs, with Long- 
ſuffering, forbearing one another in Love; 
& engeavouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit 

« in the Bond of Peace?” Am I reſolved to: 
e do Good to all Men, but eſpecially unto them 
ec that are of the Houſhold of Faith;ꝰ and to 
demonſtrate that I am Chriſt's Diſciple, by 
taking all Occaſions to do them Service; and by 
forgiving mine Enemies, even the moſt 1 invete- 
rate and implacable ? 155 
HFave I thoroughly conſidered what de ; 
ful Returns I have made, in breaking fo often 
through the Commands of ſo good, ſo merciful 
a Maſter ? Commands ſo juſt, ſo excellent in 
their Nature, and ſo eaſy to be obſerved? Am 
I convinced that his Deſign in coming into the 
World was not to fave me, if I obſtinately con- 
tinued in Sin, but to redeem me from all Tniquity, 
and to make me zealous of good Works? And 
8 therefore that his Sacrifice will ſtand me in no 
| ſtead, if I co-operate not with his Deſign 10 
if bleſs me, by turning myſelf- from all N 
| That, on the contrary, if after the vaſt Obliga- 


tions I lie under, and the powerful Motives he 
lll. furniſhes me with, I continue in Sin, I ſhall be 
| intirely 


4 
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| intirely ſpeechleſs at the Day of Judgment, and 


my Condemnation ſhall be the greater: Am I 
then reſolved, through the Grace of God, to 
amend my Life, and Yo live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly in this prefent World ; to put off, con- 
cerning the former Converſation, the old. Man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful Luſt, 
and to be renewed in the Spirit of my Mind; 


labouring daily to put on the new Man, which, 


after God, is created in Righteouſneſs and true 


Holineſs? And ſince by coming to the Lord's 


Table, I ſolemnly and publickly profeſs, that I 
look upon Jeſus Chriſt as my Lord and Maſter, 
and do there enter into Covenant with him; am 
I fully reſolved to comply with my Engage- 
ments, in ſerving him diligently and Fa 
al 115 Days of my Life 4 


— 


— — 3 2 y 9 
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A Prayer on the Morning we communicate, which 


may be added to our other Devotions. 


1 Come to thes, O my God (from whom are 
the Preparations of the Heart, and the Diſ- 


poſitions of our Minds for thy Worſhip and 


Service) to implore thy Grace and Aſtitance. 


in the great Duty I am this Day to perform. 


Fit me, O Lord, by an hearty Gratitude to- 


wards. my Saviour, by a firta Reliance on his 


Sufferings, by a ſincere Love towards my 
Brethren, by a deep Contrition for my Sins, and 
by a fincere Reſolution of a better Courſe, to 


approach thine Altar. Accept of the Expiation 


which 
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which thy Son has made of all my Tranſt greſ. | 
fions by * Sacrifice of himſelf, as of & Sk | 
<« without Blemiſh and without Spot.“ Let the 
Remembrance of my Sins, and of his bitter 
Sufferings for them, pierce my very Heatt, and. 

age me for ever to love and ſerve. him, who. 
laid de down his Life for me.—Cleanſe me, O Lord, 
from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, that I may. 
be a meet Gueſt for thy Holy Table, and a real 
Partaker of thoſe Bleflings and Benefits which, 
are repreſented in the Sacrament of Chriſt's 
Body and Blood. Strengthen, O Lord, all good 
Reſolutions. in me: Enable me by thy Grace, 
faithfully to perform the Conditions of that Co- 
venant which I made in Baptiſm, and intend to 
renew in the holy Sacrament, by dedicating my 
ſelf intirely and for ever to the Service of my. 
bleſſed Redeemer, © who has loved me, and 
ce waſhed me from my Sins in his own Blood. 
0 him be Slory for ever. Amen.” 


DIRECTTORS. 


u the Sermon is ** hh benen to. cm 
poſe our Thoughts, and raile our Aﬀettions-to @ de- 
wvout . on the ſucceeding Sacramental WO 
The Numbers that de 2 out of the Church, may ſu 
to us a melancholy Reflection upon the Neglect an G | 
tempt that 7s thereby thrown upon the Ordinance if our 
Lord and Maſter. How unaccountable is it for the 
Diſciples of Jeſus Chrift to think that he will be 
pleaſes with our hearing a Sermon (the leaf? Part, by 
much, if any Part at all, of Ghriſtian Worſhip) whilſt 
we live in 6 habitual Negled? of this moſt ſolemn Act 
of our 22 * 


1 Prayer 
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Tan 4 1 to. . our | Minds for be Devout 
Celebration of the Lord's Supper, which may _ 
be uſed, if Time permit, in the Interval between. 

the dem * the men, Services | 


ALMIGHTY God, by what Ds 3 
Goodneſs I have. now an Opportunity: 
offered me of approaching thy Table, and of 
pleading before thee, the prevailing Merits of 
the Death and Paſſion of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt ; 
aſſiſt me, O Lord, with thy Holy Spirit, in the 
great Duty and Service Tam about to perform; 
grant that nothing, during all the Time of this 
holy Action, may make me unmindful of that 
Reverence and Reſpect which I owe unto thy 
divine Majeſty, or that Attention which be- 
comes the Celebration of theſe holy Myſteries. 
Fill my Heart with ſuch an Awe of thy Pre- 
ſence, as may fix my wandering Tbongh, 
compoſe my diforderly Affections, and ſtir up 
my faint and cold Deſires, that I may feel the 
Power, and taſte the. Sweetneſs of this Divine 
. Banquet. : 

Grant . that I may have ſuch a Senſe of my 
ERedeemer's Sufferings, as may fill my Soul 
with Love and Gratitude towards Him, for thoſe 
ineſtimable Benefits he has purchaſed for me; 
that I may have ſuch a Sight of my Sins, which 
occaſioned all his Sorrows, as heartily to bewail 
and deteſt them ; ſuch a Faith in that full, per- 
fe& Oblation and Satisfaction made upon the 
Croſs for the Sins of the World, as may quality 


me. for thy Mercy, and render thee —— 
KARE 


68 PRAYERS, Sc. 


and propitious to me a miſerfble Sinner; ſuch a 
Conviction of my own Weakneſs and Inſuffi- 
_ ciency, as may procure thy gracious Aid and 
Aſſiſtance : ſuch longing Deſires of being made 
conformable to thy holy Will and Pleaſure, as 
may transform me into thy Divine Image, wt 
fix me to continue thy faithful Servant att the 
remaining Days of my Life, through the Merits ' 

of 1 CUM my Saviour. Amen. W 


DIRECTIONS. 


When the Offertory begins, the devout Commu nicant 
may be profitably em —_— in ſhort Meditations and Aſpi- 
rations ſurtable to ſome of the Paſſages of Scripture then 
read, eſpecially ſuch as ds at that Time moft affect him: 
As for Exam le, Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, 
oe. leſſed Jeſu! thou art the Light of the 
| World —0 that the whole World were guided by 
« that bright ſhining Light! Grant that I may ever. 
&« follow the Light of thy Doctrine and Example. —O 
« that I may abominate all Pride and vain Glory and 
«© Oftentation, and all Thoughts of doing any 1 hing, 
4% with even the moſt diſtant View, to obtain the 
« Praiſe of Men !—But may I never be aſhamed to 
% be ſeen of Mn, where public Duties are required; 
« wherever there may be Occaſion to do goed; where | 
my Example may be uſeful to others, and I may 

be inſtrumental in leading them 70 &lorify e our Father | 

« which is in Heaven. | 


A Prigur i at the Offering 5 our Ams. 


LRD, all Things come of thee, and. of thine 
” own do I give unto thee: I deſire to honour - 
5 — with my Subſtance, and with every Part . 


of 
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If my Increaſe. Lord, pardon all my ſinful and 
_ vain Expences, and grant that for the future 
may ever conſider myſelf as a Steward of thoſe | 
good Things which thou haſt given me. And, 
by let me behave as one that muſt ve an Ac- 
count, and of whom it is required that be be 
found faithful! Grant that what I diſpoſe of to 
charitable Uſes, may be ever given with a right 
Intention and ſ/ingle Eye, with an open Hand 
and chearful - in a due Proportion to my 
| Subſtance and Fortune in the World. And do 
thou leſs my Baſket and my Store, and bleſs me, 
O Lord, in the temperate Uſe and prudent En- 
Joyment thereof. Accept my Thanks and Praiſe 
That thou haſt enabled me to relieve the Wants 
of others, and haſt graciouſly inclined me ſo to 
do, and to give with a dutiful Regard to thee. 
O that my Alns, and the Alms of all thy Ser- 
vants here aſſembled, together with our Prayers, 
may come up for a Memorial before thee O that 
the Lord may be pleaſed to accept of what we 
do for his Sake, and for the Relief of his poor 
Members, as done unto himſelf !—Bleſfed Jeſu! 
thou didſt not diſdain the humble Offering of 
the poor Widow; nay, thou didſt prefer it before 
all the coſtly Offerings of the Rich.—O purify 
our Hearts, and accept the Offerings of our 
Hands, not far any Worthineſs in us or them, 
but for thy own Righteouſneſs _; for aber 
alone art R * 


r 


J you are Pour, and bave no Alms ro give, ſay, 
PHANKS' be to God, who favourably re- 


A ceiveth charitable Defires, where there is 
no Power to do more; who, if there be but a 
willing Mind, will accept it according to that a 
Man hath, and not according to that he hath not. 

ive Grace, O Lord, to them that are rich 
in this World, To do good, to be rich in good 
Works, ready to diftribute, willing to communi- 
cate, and do thou reward them an Hundred fold 
into their Boſom. —May we that ſtand in need 

and 1 of their Liberality, be thoroughly 
thankful for the ſame: May we be content with 
| our Condition, and place our whole Dependence 

Upon thee our God, who made the rich and the 

Poor, and careth for both alike, 


DIRECTIONS. 


ben the General Confeſſion is repeated, let us take 
Care that our Hearts correſpond with our Profeſſions. 
Let us recolleft the Sins we have been guilty of ;—their 
Several: Aggravations; as ſinning againſt the frequent Ad- 

monitions of Gonſcience ; perhaps after repeated Vows 
and Promiſes of Amendment made to God privately, and in 
this ſacred Place, c. — For indeed, if the Confeſſion of 
our Sins be not attended with ſincere Compunction 
of Heart, and with real Purpoſe of Reformation, it will 
be only like ſounding Braſs or a tinkling Cymbal, and 
will 4 profit us nothing „ 

The Exhortation and Sentences after the Aſolution, 
may be eaſily applied ta a devotional Uſe, turning them 
into Prayers, if they be read (as the Biſhop of Soder and 

Man adviſes they ſhould be) with great Deliberation, 
| « that 


4 WY Suitable to the Lord's Supper. 71 | 
L that the People may have Time to reflef# upon them, 


d and to apply them every one to the Comfort of his own 


4 Foul, and to the Prevention of all unreaſonable Fears | 
ec and Doubts of God's gracious Pardon and Acceptance." 


As for Example: Gd ſo loved the Morld, that he gave 
his only begatten Son, that all who believe in him ſhould 


wot periſh, but have -everlaſiing Life: — No greater 
« Evidence of thy Love, O Lord, can be defired 


« than the Sacrifice of thy Son; O! qualify my 
« Soul to receive the Benefit of it, by a firm and 
« immoveable Faith in the Merits of his Death; 
« that I may eſcape thoſe Puniſhments my Sins de- 
« ſerve, wal obtain that Salvation-thou haſt rene 
« promiſed.” Or thus—© I believe; Lord increafe 
e my Faith, that I may ever love and obey thee, who 
« hadſt ſuch Love and Concern for me, to ſave me 
« from periſhing.” _ 1 | 

When the Miniſter breaks the Bread, let us remember 
Hoco e the bleſſed Body of sur Lord was torn 
upon the : 


was there likewiſe ſpilt. And let us remember farther, 
that it was for our Sins that he ſuffered. thefe bitter and 
ignominious Things. —Mbat Effect ſuch a Remembrance 


bought 16 produce, I have 9 conſidered in the foregoing 


Friendly Call, p. 8, ts which for Brevity Sake, 1 muſt 
refer the Reader. il 


] Have inſerted a. Variety of Prayers, (before and 


after receiving the Holy Elements) that the Reader 


who has need of ſuch Helps, may employ his whole 


Time Langer and devoutly, when there are large 
0 


Numbers of Communicants to receive. When the 
Congregation is ſmall, his own Diſcretion muſt tell 
him which is proper to be uſed, and which omitted. 
— But let me admoniſh him not to ſuffer the above, 


or any other private Devotions, to interrupt or take 


from the Attention ſo juſtly and preferably due to thoſe 
of the Church; for theſe are intended only . 
* ; Fe ; Ime 


— 


* 


the Croſs; and when he takes the Cup, let us re- 
member with what Torment and Ignominy his ſacred Blood 
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Time of Jiftributi the Elements, and muſt be 


5 immediately broke 0 . oa Prat returns to cancel 


Lord's Toe. SHE T6 og 
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; 4 Commemorative Mcditation: on aur Saviour s 


ben, 


Is 


A'SSIST me, O bleſſed 1 while 1 con- 
yp template thy. extreme Sufferings. Open 


thou mine Eyes, that I may have a full Per- 


ception, and a juſt Admiration, and a laſting 


Impreſſion made upon mine Heart: and that I | 
may be ſo affected with a View of them, as 


may enable me to © comprehend with all Saints 
« what is the Breadth and Length, and Depth 
« and Height of thy Love;” and earneſtly to 
purſue thoſe great Ends which thou didſt pro- 
poſe to thyſelf in undergoing ſo much Wer 
and Torment. 

1 remember, O my Saviour, that when thou 
wert © in the Form of God thou madeſt thyſelf 
© of no Reputation, and tookeſt on he” the 
« Form of a Servant!” and that inſtead of be- 
ing treated as the Son, of God, thou waſt not 
treated with that common Humanity which is 
due to the leaſt of the Sons of Men — Though 
thou wert Innocence itſelf, and © didſt no Sin, 
te neither was Guile found in thy Mouth; yet 
te waſt thou deſpiſed and rejected of Men:“ 
Thy Virtues were reckoned as Crimes; and for 
5 Courteſy and Humility thou waſt accounted 


% 4 Glutton and a Wine-bibber, a Friend of 


* Publicans and Sinners » Though all the 


x : : 2 Prophecies 
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- Prophecies concerning the Meſſias were fulfilled 
in thee, and all the Characters of Place, Time, 
and Perſon, did fully agree to what was foretold 
by the Prophets; though thy - Doctrine was as 
becoming the Son of God to reveal, as the 
Sons of Men to geeeive: yet, (O thou Truth 
itſelf!) thou walß anded with the opprobrious 
Title of a “ er and Perverter of the 
zough thy Miracles loudly pro- 


claimed the bla of thy divine Miſſion, and 


were ſo publicly performed that their Reality 
could not be denied; yet in order to take off 
the Force of their Evidence, thou waſt ac- 


counted a Magician; and abſurdly, as well as 


blaſphemouſſy uppoſed to caſt out Devils through 
Beelzebub the Prince of Devils, (as if Satan 


could caft out Satan; as if the Devil could ſo 


miſtake his Intereſt, as to lend his Arms to 
deſtroy his own Kingdom !)—Thou cameft unto 
thine own, and thine own received thee not; to 
thine own Creatures, and they did not acknow- 
ledge their Maker ! to thine own Kindred, and 
they eſteemed thee not !—Though be Foxes 


babe Holes, and the Birds of the Air have Meſts, 


nay, though the Earth was thine, and the Ful- 
meſs thereof, thou hadſt not where to lay thine 
Head. I remember that thy Soul was forrowful 


even unto Death, and that thou didſt fiveat as it 


were great Drops of Blood. How terrible muſt 
be thine Agony !—I remember how thou waſt 


treacherouſly apprebended, and bound as the 


vileſt Malefactor ; | betrayed by one of "thine 


own Diſciples, denied by another, and forſbok 


by all; 1 at nought by Herod and bis Men of 
B EY Pars. 
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mur; ignominiouſly haled before the Tribunat 
of Annas, Caiaphas, and Pilate; ſcourged! 
blindfolded ! buffeted ! ſpit upon! and hadſt 
|. - even a Murderer ſet in Competition with, nay 
preferred before thee! I ſee thee Sende 
| by Clamour and Maker, Shes even the Judge 
him ſelf had confe fled: the ent -I ſce thee, 
© King of Heaven, 'crotoned with. Thorns, op- 
2 Preſtec with the Wege of "thine own Croſs, .- 
and put to a moſt ignominious and-cruel Death; 
= placed between two Thieves; numbered with 
the Tranſgreſſors, and loaded, amidſt the moſt 
bdlitter Sufferings, with the Taunts and Inſults of 
a vile abandoned Populace: who (inſtead of 
ſhowing that common Compaſſion which the 
moſt flagitious have a Sort of Right to, when 
brougnt to ſuffer the Reward of their evil Deeds) _ 
continued to perſecute thee whom Cod had ſmitten, 
and by the moſt deſperate Wickedneſs, and the 
| moſt unheard-of Cruelty, © talked to the Grief 
of thee whom He had wounded. —They - 
s wagged their Heads, and reviled thee, hang- bo 
| « ing on the Croſs !” * 
Never, ſurely, was ſpotleſs Innocence 899 
| baſely aſperſed ! Never was tranſcendent Good- ? 
| neſs ſo unreaſonably abuſed! Never was Ma- 
| jeſtic Greatneſs ſo daringly and deſpitefully af- 
fronted ! Juſtly thou mighteſt have exclaimed : 
« Tam the Man that have ſeen Afflictions by 
« the Rod of God's Wrath. Is it Nothing to 
« you, all ye that paſs by? Behold and ſee, 
ce if there be any Sorrow like unto my Sorrow, 
be wherewith the Lord has aflified me in the 


e Day of his fierce Anger?” 


—— — — 
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What then hadſt thou 


Friends ©. What was thy Crime, and the Cauſe 
of all 'thay. Pains? Why didſt thou give thy 
Back to t e Smiters, and thy Cheeks to them that 


plucked 17 the Hair? Why didſt thou not hide - | 


thy Face from Shame and Spitting ? Whywaſt 
thou extended on the curſed Tree for.the Space 
of three long Hours, at laſt expifing as the 


vileſt Malefactor? Thou had/t done nothing 


amiſs. Thou waſt cut of, but not for thyſelf ; 


not for any Demerit or Fault of thine ;—nor 
for thyſelf, in regard of any Benefit thou couldſt 
receive thereby. But the Sins of Mankind 
were the only Cauſe: «© The Lord laid on 


« thee the Iniquity of us all: Thou haſt borne 
« our .Griefs; and carried our Sorrows ; thou 
« waſt wounded. for our Tranſgreſſions, | and 


e bruiſed for our Iniquities: The Chaſtiſe- 
d ment of our Peace was upon thee, and with 


ce thy Stripes we are healed.” Mas there ever 


any Sorrow like that which my Lord and my 


God endured for me? Was there any Love 
like the Love, which my Lord and my God 


has ſhewed to me? I contemplate with Won 
der, I adore from the Bottgm of my Heart, 
this unutterable Prodigy of Condeſcenſion _ 


Mercy. Why cannot I, Lord, love thee ag 
with an unbounded Love, and ſhew the — | 


of ns Love, by a conſtant 225 uniform Obedi- 


3 dee 


b ne, thou meek EL 
Lamb of God, to be thus made a Spefacle ro 
"the World, to Angels, and to Men? What hadſt 
thou deſerved, thou Saviour of Mankind, to be 
thus cruelly treated, even by thine own Cann 
_ - trymen; to be. chus wounded in the Houſe of thy 
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ence to all thy Laws; by daily denying myſelf, 
and taking my Croſs; by living only to thee ; by 
« cleanſing myſelf from all Filthineſs both of 
« Fleſh and Spirit, PAINE Holineſs in | the 
cc Fear of God? ? 5 


U. 


All this thou didſt fuer, O bleſſed Jeſus, 
of thy own Free-will and Choice; for thou 
hadſt Legions of Angels ready to reſcue thee, 
if this had been thy Pleaſure. But by willingly 
undergoing ſo vile a Death, ſo full of Pain and 
Shame, thou haſt given us a Pattern of ſub- 
mitting to the ſharpeſt Sufferings, eſpecially for 
the Sake of divine Truth. By bumbling thy- 
felf, when thou waſt Lord of all, to a ſorrowful 
Life and bitter Death ; -enduring Scorn and 


Shame and Pain, with perfect Patience and 1] 


Submiſſion, without expreſſing any Reſentment 
either againſt God or Man; thou haſt taught 
us how to ſuffer according to the Will of God, 
and how we may truly exalt ourſelves, By 
forgiving, and praying for all that contributed 
to thy Suffering thou haſt taught us how to 
behave ourſelves towards our moſt malicious 
Enemies. Thy afflitive Life and Death, O 
Son of God, in wvbom yet thy divine Father was 
well pleaſed, has given us a full Proof that they 
who are moſt miſerable here, may be moſt of 
all in his Favour; and that worldly Eaſe and 
1 are no Tokens of his Love towards 
As the principal End of thy Death was 
to be a Sacrifice tor the Sing of Men; ſo may 
I make 


5 gal: to the Lord's + Supper Win 
BY make it my. principal Care not to loſe the 
Benefit thereof for want of a proper . nal 
tion. And may theſe Conſiderations tea 
to cheriſh in my Heart ſuch an Eſteem and 
Love for thee, who haſt done and ſuffered ſa- 
much for my Sake, as may prevail againſt al 
my Deſires and Affections here below. 

May thy profound Humility, thy unwearied 
Patience, thy Lamb-like Meekneſs, thy im- 
maculate Innocence, thy invincible Courage, 
thy intire Reſignation, thy compaſſionate Love 
of Souls, thy perfect Charity to "thy Enemies, 

e for aver before my Eyes] May I tread in thy 
Steps, and conform myſelf to thy Image! 
= That, having made thee the Object of my 
Imitation upon Earth, I may be called to glorify 
and praiſe thee in Heaven, with Angels, Arch- 
angels, and all the Saints departed in thy Faith 


and F dear. Amen. | 
1 | 1 


| 4 Meditation on theſe Words : : Do this in Re- 
. membrance of me, which may be alſo uſed if 
Time will permit. 


AND is it likely, is it E O bleſſed 
Lord, that I ſhould forget thee? Thee, 
ſo great a Benefactor to Mankind? 7. ow {o 
5 a Friend and Lover of Souls ? 5 
it poſſible that I ſhould ever forget thee; I, 
15 receive all the Benefits of thine Agony and 
bloody Sweat, of thy Croſs and Paſſion, of 
thy precious Death and Burial, of tliy moſt 
an Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, ps moſt 
D4- pre valent 
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prevalent demon ? It is, alas! too poſt 5 
ble; {my continual Tranſgreſſions too ſadly 
publiſh it, and my preſent Stupidity and Inde- 
votion do too evidently declare it!] Yet praiſed 
be thy Wiſdom, who haſt taken Care to bring 
thy great Goodneſs often to our Remembrance 
by the Returns of this heavenly Feaſt ; that our 
Thankfulneſs may be often rewarded ; left 
Length of Time ſhould obliterate the Memory 
of thy wonderful Charity to us miſerable Sin- 
ners. Thou till doth preſent thyſelf before us 
hanging upon the Croſs, thy Body torn and 
rent with Wounds, and thy precious Blood 
guſhing out plentifully from thy Side, to put 
us in Mind how much thou haſt ſuffered for us, 
that thou, who art not preſent to our Senſes, 
mighteſt always be ſo to our Underſtandip | 
Thus thou art evidently jet forth before our 4 
as crucified among us. O that I could behold 
theſe lively Embfems with the ſame Affection, 


with which I ſhould have been moved had I 


been a mournful Spectator of the diſmal Tra- 
gedy itſelf When thou didſt ſuffer, the Rocks 
were rent in ſunder; and muſt not my Heart 
be as hard as a Piece of the nether Mill-{one, not 
to be mollified at the Conſideration of theſe Suf- 
ferings ? | | 


I. 


If choſe who, out of an heroic Principle of 
Patriotiſm, have expoſed themſelves to all the 
Miſeries, and Hardſhips, and Adverſities of 
human Life, and have redeemed. the Lives of 

" OM houſands 


| Suitable to the Lord's Supper. 75 ; 
Thouſands with the generous Loſs of their own, 
deſerve to have their Names mentioned with 


Honour, and their Memories held dear by their 


Countrymen; ſurely thine, O bleſſed Jeſus, 
_ ought to be had in everlaſting Remembrance. For 
| how trifling are the Services of the beſt Men, 
compared with the unſpeakable advantages we 
receive from thee ?—The greateſt Heroes could 
only defend their Country from ſome temporal 

Evil; and perhaps (through the manifold 

Changes and Chances of this World) only ſuſ- 

pend it, for a while: But thou, O bleſſed Sa- 


viour, haſt wwrought eternal Redemption for us ! 


The happier Effects of thy Death are always 
_ freſh, always prevailing, and are not limited to 
the Time of thy Sufferings, but extend to alt 


Generations. | 


 Blefſed God and Saviour of Mankind, what 
ſhall J render unto thee for ſuch mighty Love, 
for ſuch ineſtimable Benefits as thou haſt pur- 
chaſed for, and art ready to confer upon me? 
s What ſhall I ſay unto thee, O thou Preſerver 
« of Men! O thou Lover 'of Souls!” now 
that Jam going to approach thy holy Table, 
there to commemorate this great Love of thine 
to us, and to partake of thoſe invaluable Bleſſ- 
ings, which by thy precious Blood-ſhedding, 
thou haſt obtained for us? How wonderful 
© are thy Doings towards the Children of 
„ Men!” Thou wert pleaſed to be made mi- 

ſerable, that we might be happy; Poor, that 

N P11! RS 
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ve might be enriched! Thou felteſt the Smark, 
but we receive the Eaſe; Thou the Sufferings, 


but we the Mercy; Thou the Stripes, but we 


the Comfort; Thou the Thorns, but we ſhall 

have the Crown ; Thou paidſt the Price, but 

we get the Purchaſe. By thy Death we live! 

By thy Blood we are cleanſed! * What ſhall 

« render unto thee, my Lord, for all thy Be- 

I nefits towards me ?—{ am not worthy * the 
« leaſt of all thy Mercies. 5 


The following Prayer for Cds 3 F our 
Services, may be uſed, if Time will permit, Jui | 
before approaching the Lord's Table. 


| O Lord, our Father, and moſt eractis God, 


whoſe Name is from everlaſting, look down 


from 5 from the Habitation of thy Holineſs 
and of thy Glory, in Mercy upon us here aſ- 
ſembled to make a ſolemn Memorial of the 
Death and Paſſion of hy Son, according to 
his Inſtitution, and in Obedience to his 3 
mand. Grant that no Defect in any of us 
may hinder us from partaking of the Benefits 
of that one perfect Sacrifice, Oblation, and Sa- 
tisfaction once made upon the Croſs for the Sins 
of the whole World, which is here repreſented 
and commemorated before thee. We beſeech 
thee not to remember againſt us our former Iniqui- 
ties, but to behold the Face of thine Anointed, and 
for his Sake to turn from the Fierceneſs of thine 
Anger towards us. Send thy holy Spirit into. 
our Hearts, to cleanſe and Gnaify us through- 


out in Soul and Body, that, together with theſe . 
| e 


- , * 
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oonſecrated Elements of Bread and Wine nor 
| -« offered unto thee, we, who wait for thy loving 


Kindneſs, O Lord, in the Midſt 7 5 Noon 
may receive thoſe inward Graces and Bleſſings 
they were appointed to convey, and be waſhed 
in that Fountain, which thou haſt opened for Sin 
and Uncleanneſs. Behold we put our Confi- 
_ dence in thy Mercy, let us never be con- 
founded. 
Ihou art, O bleſſed Jef! the true king 
and Life-giving Bread which came down from 
Heaven: O may we ſo eat of this Bread, may 
we fo partake of the Fruits of thy Paſſion, as 
to live for ever! : 
DO bleſſed Spirit of Grace, repair our Weak- 
neſſes, ſubdue our evil Inclinations, confirm our 
Repentance, enliven our Gratitude ; dell in our 
Hearts by Faith, enlarge our Hopes, increaſe our 
_Charity ; accept our humble and ſincere, though 
imperfect and unworthy Service; © make In- 
e terceſſion for us, and ſeal us unto the Day of 
e Redemption! -O let us continue thine for 


SP ever, and daily increaſe in all holy Graces more 


and more, until we come to thine everlaſting 
Kingdom, through Jeſus Chriſt our 2 | 


5 Lord and Saviour! Amen. 1 


Ai car Approach to FY Lord's T. able. 


| JN the Multitude of thy Mercies will 1 go 


unto the Altar of God, even unto the God 
of my Joy and Gladneſs, —If thou, Lord, 
thouldiſt be extreme to mark what is amiſs, who 

D Sz: may 
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may abide it? but with the Lord there is Mercy 
and plenteous Redemption. Clotbe me, O Lord, 

in the Wedding-Garment, and grant that Jeſus 
Chriſt, whoſe Death J now_thankfully commemo- 
rate, and whoſe Body I defire ri 'ghtly to conſider 
end diſcern, in the holy Sacrament, may be unto 
me Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs, and Sanctifica- 
tion, and 1 


Hear follows a Variety of Sentences, "IM the 

Communicant may ſele& thoſe which he likes 

beſt; but by no Means with any View that he ſhould 
uſe them all, if Time does not conveniently permit : 
And I give this Caution, becauſe J have obſerved 
| ſome People to ſtay an unreaſonable Time at the 
Table after they have received, (I ſuppoſe to go 

through all the Forms of Prayers mentioned in the 
Book which they have in their Hands) to the great In- 
convenience of other Communicants, and the Inter- 
ruption & the Service. 


Ejaculation at the Lord's Tuble. 


10 0 Ble ſſed Jeſu! in the Bread broken I behold 1 
li. thy Body torn with Whips, and Thorns, 
and Nails; and in the Wine poured out, thy 
| precious Blood ſhed for my Sings 
By thine Agony and bloody Sweat, by thy 
Croſs and Paſſion, and by thy precious Death, 
| ood Lord. deliver me; * be merciful unto my 

. * Unrighteouſneſs, and my Sins and, my Ini- | 
| | « quities do thou remember no more,” 

| „ © Lamb of God, who takeſt away the 


| | les Sins of the World, my Soul truly waiteth | 
. 8 Wie oa 4 
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ce upon thee, for of thee cometh my Salva- | 
Ss. go.” 
« ] am not worthy. to eat of the Crumbs 
* which fall from my Maſter's Table.” | 
« Chriſt has loved us, and gave himſelf for 
ce us, an Offering and a Sacrifice to God for a 
ce ſweet-ſmelling Savour.” 
Greater Love hath no Man than this, chat 
%“ a Man lay down his Life for his Friend 
But God commended his Love towards us, 
ce in that whilſt we were yet Sinners Chriſt died 
« for us. For, we were not redeemed witng 
1 corruptible Things, as Silver and Gold, but 
. © with the precious Blood of Chriſt, as a Lamb 
N without Blemiſh and without Spot.” 12 


4 Receiving of the Brad. * 
JE Fat this Read, „ Lord and wy 6 me 


membrance of thy wonderful Love towards 
Mankind, and with an entire Truſt in the 
' Merits of thy Death. I deſire to thank thee 
with an unfei wa Heart, for thou art good, and 
thy Mercy endureth for ever, Make me a Par- 
taker of the Virtue of thy crucified Body, and 
grant that I may iy" the Fleſh, with its 
_ AION and Luſts.” 


— » "Y 


0 Mind here "WY (but ftently) to join with the. 
Prieſt, when he addreſſes you in thoſe pathetic Words, 
7. The K 7 our Lord, Oc. 


At 
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At the receiving of the Cup. 


1 Will receive the Cup of Salvation, and 
will call upon and praiſe the Name of the. 

< Lord 2s | 
I drink this Cup, Lord, in a thankful Com- 
Memoration of thy Bload ſhed for the Re- 


de miſſion of Sins; —of the new Covenant in 
ccc thy Blood, —the Covenant of Mercy thereby 


purchaſed and ſealed and affured to us. 
te Bleſſed be God, who is rich in Mercy, for 
* piving us this Covenant of Peace—for juſ- 


os « Wins us freely by his Grace, through the 


& Redem _ that is in Chriſt Jeſus.” “ 
As God is faithful, ſo may I be faithful in his 


Covenant! 
« May the Blood of Chriſt, who throw gh he 5 


eternal Spirit offered himſelf without 52 to 
% God, purge my Conſcience from dead Works | 


* to ſerve the living God.” 


« O Lord, I beſeech thee to deliver my 


4. Soul; let me be waſhed and cleanſed in the 


4 Blood of the Lamb, which was ſlain from the 


d Foundation of the World.” 


« We that were afar off, are made nigh by | 
the Blood of Chriſt.“ 
% Thanks be unto God, for his unſpeakable 
00 _ in . his Son into the World; 


wm, "TER 


— 2 
2 


1 — 


a Mind here 8 (but Gently) to join ak "oo 


| Prieft, when he addreſſes you in thoſe * Words, 


The Blood of” aa Lor a, Oc. 


1 60 in 


i.” 


% 5 
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in whom we have Redemption through his 
Blood, even the Forgiveneſs. of our Sins; 
according to the exceeding Riches of . his. 
Grace,” > 


It pleaſed the F ather that i in him ſhould _ 


all Fulneſs dwell; and having made Peace 
through the Blood of his C roſs, by him to 


reconcile all Things unto Himſelf.” 
ee Let us give Thanks unto the Father, who 
| hath made us meet to be Partakers of the 
Inheritance of the Saints in Light; who hath 


delivered us from the Power of Darkneſs, 


and hath tranſlated us into the Kingdom of 
his dear Son. 


In this was manifeſted the Love of God 
« towards us, becauſe that God ſent his only- 


begotten Son into the World, that we might 
live through him. Herein is Love, not that 


we loved God, but that he loved us, and ſent 


his Son to be a Propitiation for our Sins.“ 


c Therefore ſhall every good Man ſpeak of 


«c 
=o oc 


thy Praiſe without ceaſing: O my God. I 
will give Thanks unto Thee for ever.” 

« Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain to re- ; 
ceive Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and 1 
Strength, and Honour, and 9 and Bleſſ 
in | 

cs ; him that loved us, and wathed * us 


from our Sins in his own Blood (for thou haſt 


redeemed us to God by thy Blood, out of 
every Kindred, and Tongue, and People, and 


Nation ) and haſt made us Kings and Prieſts 


unto God and his Father, to him be Glory 
and Dominion for eyer and ever. Amen. 


4 


"x mati, g Prayer — you are returned 10 
. your Place. e 

1 1 
FP Praiſe and olorify thy Name, 0 n merci- 
ful Saviour, for this ſignal Favour of admit- 


ting me to thy holy Table, to commemorate 


& with the Fatneſs of thine 


| "= Death, and receive the Pledges of thy Love. 
Although I am unworthy of the leaſt of thy 
3 Mercies, thou haſt abundantly . ſatisfied me 

Houſe, and thou 


c haſt made me drink of the River of Plea- 


be {tures therefore in the Midft of the Congre- 

gation will I praiſe thee: I will pay my 
2. before them that fear thee —=O how 
« great is thy Goodneſs which thou haſt. laid 
ce up for them that fear thee, and put their 
“ Truſt in thee !—O how amiable are thy La- 
“ bernacles, O Lord of Hoſts! A Day in thy 


dc Courts is better than a Thouſand ; Blefled . 


are they that dwell in thy Houſe. Lord it 
is good for us to be here.—Bleſs the Lord, O 
« my Soul, and all that is within me, bleſs his 
ce holy Name: Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and 
ce forget not all his Benefits; who forgiveth all 
« thine Iniquities, who healeth all thy Diſcaſes ; ; 
* who redeemeth thy Life from Deſtruction; 
« who crowneth thee with loving Kindneſs and 
. © tender Mercies; who fatisfieth thy Mouth 


with good Things. As long as I live will I 


te magnify thee in this Manner, and lift up my 
« Hands in thy Name.. Thou art my God, and 
„ I wil thank thee ; thou art my God, and I 

. {2 


5 
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8 wil praiſe thee. þ will love thee, O Lord, 1 3 
ee my Strength and my Salvation; I will bleſs 


hes, and ſpeak good of thy Name.” 
Il have now remembered thy Death: 0 grant 
that by the Power thereof, © the World may be 


« crucified unto me, and I unto the World.” _ ; 
Imprint in my Mind ſuch a lively Senſe of thy 


Sufferings, that I may never © crucify thee 


ec afreſh, and put thee to open Shame,” by 


5 relapſing i into Sin. O let it “ never have Do- 
© minion over me !”. Behold © I preſent unto 
e thee my Body and Soul, for a living, holy# 

« and acceptable Sacrifice, which is my reaſon- 


able Service.“ Accept this Offering, which 
Il make in thy Dwelling with great Gladneſs, abſo- 
 _ ately and without the leaſt Reſerve. Strengthen 
my Reſolution to be faithful unto Death, Let me 


be renewed in the Spirit of my Mind, and 


abound in every good Work; ſo that going 


from Strength to Strength, I may at laſt over- 
come the World; and having loved and ſerved 
and followed thee, without ſeeing thee, I may 
be with thee (according to thine own Prayer) 
where thou art, to behold thy Glory; and 
de with the Multitude of Heavenly Hoſts and 
s the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, may 

« aſcribe Bleſſing and Honour, and Glory and 


% Power, unto him that ſitteth upon the 


% Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and 
ever.“ Amen. | | 


This 


„ . : L 5 3 ͤͤ ꝙ 
This is now a proper Seaſon to be mindful of the 
Wants and Neceflities of our Brethren; and we 
cannot better exerciſe our Charity than by recom- 
mending the whole State of Mankind to the Mercy 

and Goodneſs of God, and by interceding with _ 
him, for a Supply of whatever they ſhall ſtand in 
VVV 


"1.4 Prayer for the whole State of Mankind. 


0 GOD, who art loving unto every Man, and 
> whoſe Mercy is over all thy Works, accept 
my Supplications, Prayers, and Interceſſions, 
which I make for all Men, in Obedience to thy 


towards them. Enlarge the borders of thy 
« Sanctuary, that the Heathen may fear thy 
« Name: Give thy Son the Heathen for his 
„ Inheritance, and the uttermoſt Parts of the 
Earth for his Poſſeflion. O that the Heathen 
e might know thee, and the People who have 
e not called upon thy Name. May the Gentiles 
ce ſee thy Righteouſneſs, and all Kings thy 
% Glory. That all the Earth may look unto 
e thee and be ſaved; for thou art God, and 
« there is none elſe.” © „„ 
Take away the ſtony Heart out of the Fleſh 
of thy ancient, and once beloved People the 
Jews, and give them an Heart of Fleſh. Take 
away the Vail from off their Hearts. Remove 
their Unbelief, by leading them from Mofes to 
Chriſt ; from the Types to the Things typified. 
In a more efpecial Manner I pray thee to blefs 


that Church thou haſt gathered from among the 
3 Hcathens, 


Commands, and as a Teſtimony of my Charity 


Suitable to = Lord's Supper. +", 0 
Heathens, the holy Catholic Church; © O be 
4 fayourable unto Sion, build thou the Walls of 
tc Jeruſalem. Sanctify and cleanſe it by thy 
« Word, that it may become a glorious Church, 
* not having Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch 
te Thing, but that it may be holy and without 
« Blemiſh.” Give Grace to all Chriſtians ſe- 
riouſly to lay to Heart the great Sin of Di- 
viſion and Schiſm: Take away all Hatred and 
Prejudice, and whatſoever elſe may hinder us 
from Godly Union and Concord, that as there is 
but one Body and one Spirit, and one Hope 
* of our Calling; one Lord, one Faith, one 
Baptiſm, one God and F ather of all ;” ſo we 
may, in thy good Time, be all, as the firſt 
Chriſtians were, of one Heart and of one Soul, 
and may with © one Mind and one Mouth - 

. glorify thee the Father of our Lord Join 

* Chriſt, the Prince of Peace.” 
I * O tet not this holy Sacrament be any 

longer. the Occafion of Animoſities and Perſe- 
cutions among the Profeſſors of the Goſpel of 

thy Son ; but may it be the Means of putting 
away all Hatred, Variance, and Diſcord, and of 
uniting all his F ollowers in the ſtricteſt Bonds of 
Friendſhip and Love, according to the original 
Deſign of this Inſtitution. ] 

Have Mercy upon the ſound Part of the 
Church, which thou haſt planted among us, 
and graciouſly inde hitherto n the 


8 r — 


1 * i 
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* This Paragraph 3 is 5 to be uſed when we com. 
municate. | 
Rage 
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Rage and Malice of all her Enemies. perfect 
whatever is wanting in her, and make her a 
Praiſe among all People of the Earth: Let not 
the Gates of Hell prevail againſt her; but con- 
tinue her a Bulwark to thy true Faith, and a 
Protector of the Reformed Churches. O thou 


who art the moſt High, and ruleſt 1 in the King- 


dom of Men, bleſs Him whom in thy Provi- 
* dence” thou haſt placed over us to be the nurſing 
Father of our Zion, our Sovereign Lord King 
Gro: Prevent him with the Bleſſings of 
Goodneſs, and make him exceeding glad with 
thy Countenance. Give the King thy Judg- 
* ments, O God, and thy Righteouſneſs unto 
te the King's Son,” and to all the Royal Fa- 

mily; and grant that there may never fail him 
a Man worthy to fit. on the Throne of theſe 
Kingdoms, Teach our Senators Wiſdom ; and 
grant that our Rulers may not be a Terror to 
good Works, but to the Evil; that they may 
be the Miniſters of God for Good, and not 
bear the Sword in vain; and that the People 
may be ſubje& not only for Wrath, but alſo for 
Conſcience- ſake. O thou great © Shepherd 


and Biſhop of our Souls, let thy Prieſts be 


&© clothed with Righteouſneſs, and let thy Saints 


* ſing with Joyfulneſs:” Do thou incline and 


enable thoſe who miniſter in thy Church to at- 
tend upon their Miniſtry, and to take Heed 
that they fulfil it; to take Heed to them- 
ſelves, and unto their Doctrines, and to the 
Flock over which thou haſt made them Over- 


ſcers. 
Nox 


. b to the Lord's e 7 
(* Now, my God, let, I beſeech thee, thine 1 

Eyes be open, and let thy Ears be attentivo 
to 5 Prayers that are . in this Place; and 
ſnower down the Bleſſings of thy Grace upon 
us here before thee, and all thy faithful People 


wherever elſe aſſembled to celebrate this ſacred 
Ordinance. Give us at all Times due Prepara- 


tion of Soul for a worthy Approach to thy holy ay, 


Table : And do thou pardon every one that pre- 
pareth his Heart to ſeek the Lord, the Lord God 

of his Fathers, though he be not cleanſed ac- 
cording to the Purification of the Sanctuary. 
Let none that are Partakers of this holy Sacra- 
ment, be found miſſing at the right Hand of- 
Chriſt another Day! 

May thy Love be ſhed bd on thoſe whoſe 
Hearts are inclined unto the Lord God of Irael; 
who long after thee, and the Pleaſures o thine 
Houſe, even of thy holy Temple; who through 


Infirmity or Sickneſs, or any unavoidable 8 


caſions, are prevented from exalting thee in the 

Congregation of thy People: Accept, O mer- 

eiful God, their joining ſpiritually with us. May 

they have an Intereſt in the Prayers that are 
offered unto thee by the whole Church. May 
the Benefits of Chriſt's Death and Paſſion be 
extended to them, as we deſire the ſame for 
ourſelves, when we are prevented from waiting 
upon thee in this holy Solemnity. Convince 
all that name the Name of Chriff of the great 
— of this bleſſed | Cn and of 
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8 PRAYERS, — 


the great t Neceſſity which lies upon them to re- 
tnember their Saviour 1 in the Way ans: he has 
appointed. 1 : 
Look down Gol Hexyen,. with : an Ey e of 

Pity and Comnaſſion, upon the People of this 
Land: Put an End, O Lord, to all the Pro- 
faneneſs and Impiety, which like mighty Waters 
have overflowed our Borders. How long ſhall 
Hur Lives be a Contradiction to our holy Pro- 
feſſion? O give us Grace to remember © from 
« whence we are fallen, that we may repent, 
ec left thou ſhouldſt remove our Candleſtick 
ce out of its Place, and thy bleſſed Goſpel — 
carried away from us © to a Nation bringi 

&« forth the Fruits thereof.” O deliver us — 8 
the Judgments we juſtly deſerve, © be merci- 
c ful unto us, and forgive us our Sins,” and 
cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſnefs. Be mer- 
ciful, I beſeech thee, to all my Kinſmen and 
Brethren according to the Fleſh; to .all my 
Friends and Acquaintances ; particularly [ Here 
name the Particulars,] Grant“ that © the Spi- 
ec rit of the Lord may reſt upon them, the 
« Spirit of Wiſdom and 1 the 
« Spirit of Counſel and Might, the Spirit cf 
« Knowledge and of the Fear of the Ty rd; 
and that the Courſe of this World may be ſo 
ordered to them by thy good Providence, that 
_ . whilſt they are engaged in their neceſſary Bu- 
Aineſs, and unavoidably SORE about uy 


8 — 


— FY 
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5 7 pode has 5d an A bk this Book, 
he is earneſtly defired to inclu e "this unworthy Author in 


Things, 


_— 


theſe Petitions. 


Suitable t to the Lord's Supper. - | 


needful. 


« O Father of ene and. 7 of all 


« Comfort,” have Mercy upon all thoſe who 
are under the Preſſures of thy mighty Hand; 


ce let them bring forth Fruit with Patience; 
and in thy due Time * deliver them out of all 


« their troubles. Strengthen thoſe that are on 


wy 


ec the Bed of Languiſhing, make thou all their 
« Bed in their Sickneſs: Let them not faint, 
© but, though the outward Man decayeth, let 


« the inward Man be renewed Day by Day; 
looking not at the Things which are ſeen, 
« but at the Things which are not ſeen. O 


ee thou Hope of Iirael, the Saviour thereof in 
e Time of Trouble,“ who alone art mighty to 
Ave, look with Pity and Compaſſion on thoſe 
that are in Bonds, that are perſecuted for 


Righteouſneſs-ſake : © let the Sighing of the 
„ Priſoners come before thee; according to the 


© Greatneſs of thy Power, preſerve thou thoſe 
| © that are appointed to die. Deliver the Out- 


© caſt and Poor; ſave them from the Hand of | 


c 


* * 0 


the Ungodly; be thou their Refuge and 


« Strength, and a very preſent Help in Trou- 


ce ble. Abundantly bleſs, our Proviſion, and 


. < ſatisfy our Poor with Bread; be a Father of 


ce the Fatherleſs, and defend the Cauſe of the 
c Widow.” 


| 2 


O thou God of Love and Peace; make 


« Wars to ceaſe unto the Ends of the Earth; 

| © break the Bow, and cut the Spear in ſunder; 

cc let the Wickedneſs of the Wicked come to 
9 an End, but eſtabliſh thou the Juſt 1 


that 


See 


Things, they may not forger the one Thing N 
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- Har Mercy and Truth may meet together, that 
Righteouſneſs and Peace may kiſs each other 
that our God may look down upon vs; and our 
Land may yield her Increaſe. 3 
Lord fave and hear us, O King of en, 

when we call upon thee, and do for us more 
than we aſk or think. Hear and anſwer our 
n for all, and give us a Portion in 
all the good Prayers that are made by thy Ser- 
vants in Heaven and Earth; but above all in 
the prevailing Interceſſion of thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, to whom with the Father and 
the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all 
Honour, Praiſe, and Dominion, for ever and 
ever. Amen. Rs, 1 


Though I have in a former Meditation tonched, on 
our Saviour's Humility ; ; yet as we are eſpecially en- 
joined to learn it of Him (being indeed the Foundation 
of all Chriſtian Virtues, without which nothing that 
we can do can be acceptable to God,) I thought it 
would not be improper to ſet apart a Meditation in- 
wy on this Subject. „ 


* * 


of Med] tation on our Saviour 5 Humility. 


ow am I aſhamed, my Lord and my God, 


how am I aſhamed of my Pride, when 1 | 
think upon thy Humility. | 
I eontemplate thee, © the only Begotten of 
« the Father, the Brightneſs of his Glory, and 
« the expreſs Image of his Perſon ;” his co- 
eternal and con-ſubſtantial Son, God of God, 
" Light | 


* . 


| Saitable to the | Lord's 4 Ster. 


| „ 
: Light of Light, very God of very God: the: 
eternal Word, the ſecond Perſon of the bleſſed 
and all-glorious Trinity, the infinite God, con- 


deſcending to, unite thyſelf to a Creature, ſo as 
to become one Perſon with him, between whom 


:: and thee, the Diſtance is no leſs than Infinite. 


Iſee thee, not taking on thee the Nature of An- 
gels or Archangels, but chooſing to unite thyſelf 
with Fleſh and Blood ; and to take our Nature, 


not as it ſhall be in a beatified and 
State, with all the Privileges and Advantages 
of a Reue but as it is now in this 
| all its finleſs Infirmities 


State of Mortality; w 


glorified © 


of Hunger and Thirſt, Sickneſs, Pain, Weari- 
neſs, Sc. chooſing beſides to be a mean, poor, 


« caſt of the People.” 


and contemptible Man, vea, „a Worm and no 
« Man, the very Scorn of Men, and the Out- 


Angels themſelves might well ſtand amazed 


at the wonderful Myſtery, when they faw thee, _ 


their great Lord and Captain ; Thee, whom they 


uſed to worſhip and obey, condeſcend to appear 
in a Nature fo inferior to their own; 


Thou mighteſt have deſigned a Perſon of the 
higheſt Rank and Quality for the Honour of 
being thy bleſſed Mother, yet thou waft pleaſed 
to be born of a poor obſcure Virgin, eſpouſed 


to a Carpenter, and too poor to offer a Lamb 


for her Purification; and inſtead of 3 
the Accommodations of King's Houſes an 

Noblemen's Apartments, waſt contented to be 
born in a Stable, to be a Companion of Beaſts, 


and to oo this nk =- Tm of the Son of 
Man; 


8 . - » 
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N 3 
Man; « Ye ſhall find the Babe wrapped in 1 


| having where to lay thy teas, cantemied of thy 


PRAYERS, Ge. 8 


* Swaddling-clothes, lying in a Manger !” 

I conſider thee, my Lord and my God, ſub- 
mitting thyſelf to be circumciſed, and obedient 
to the Law for Man, taking upon thy ſpotleſs 
Innocence the Mark, the Character, the Con- 
fuſion of a Sinner; and even putting thyſelf to 


Pain, to be numbered with the Tranſgreſſors! 


I fee thee, divine Infant, ſubmitting thyſelf 


to the Perſecution of Herod, taking a trouble- 
ſome Pilgrimage into Egypt, and only flying 


from him, whom thou couldſt have " conſumed 


with the Breath of thy Mouth.“ 


I fee thee, the Fountain of living Water, the 


Refiner and Purifier of thy People, (and who. 


baptized them even with Fire) humbly deſcend- 
ing into the Waters, as if thou hadſt need to be 
cleanſed by them, and ſubmitting thyſelf to be 
baptized, not by an Angel, but by a-Man and 
a Sinner. But thou waſt willing to fulfil all 
Righteouſneſs, and to ſhew us how much it is 


fulfilled in Humility ! | 


I ſee thee, the Lord from 88 ſub- 
mitting thyſelf i in all Subjection to thy earthly 


Parents, taking up thy mean Abode at poor 


deſpiſed Nazareth, and dwelling there, ſo many 
Years in Privacy and Obſcurity ; and afterwards 
in the Time of thy ſpewing forth unto Iſrael, 

converſing with Publicans and Sinners, and con- 
tented to be reckoned as a Friend to them, nay 


even in Confederacy with the Prince f Devils. 


\ I ſee thee forlorn and deſtitute, and not 


© babes 


on Countrymen, rejected by the brutiſh Gan. 
trienes; forbidding thy Miracles to be publiſned, 
yet doing none but to ſerve the End of Charity 
and Religion; paying Tribute purely to avoid 
Offence, though forced to work a Miracle to 
be able to do it; begging a Draught of Water 
to quench thy Thirſt of the Woman of Sa- 
maria, and condeſcending to hold religious 
C onference with her ; waſhing thy D i/ciples Feet, 
and riding in thy humble Triumph into Feru- 
ſalem upon an Aſs ; and departing into a Solitary 
Mountain, to decline the Overture of a Royal 
Crown, as having no Ambition to.wear any but 
one made of Thorns. | 

I ſee thee, Lord of Heaven 4 Earth, and 
great Judge of Quick and Dead, ſubmitting 
thyſelf to be baſely betrayed by Judas, to be 
1 and apprehended by the Soldiers, and to 
be by them bound as a Malefactor, and with a 
thouſand execrable Abuſes and Indignities, ar- 
raigned, accuſed, and condemned to the moſt 
accurſed Death, the Death of the Croſs, (a 
Death which none but Slaves, and the worlt, of 
Male factors were puniſhed with) and even con- 
deſcending to bear that Croſs of thine towards 
the Place of Crucifixion: And ſo thou, the 
Prince of Life, being found in Faſhion as a 
Man, continuedſt to humble thyſelf to the 
uttermoſt, by becoming obedient unto Death, 
even the Death of the Croſs. 

How doſt thou, by thy Example, conſecrate 
Nen illuſtrate Meanneſs and Obſcurity! 
How doſt thou now e J and. beat down the 
Price of human Greatneſs! W. hat a Reproof F 

Bf My what 


"Suitable 4e the Lord's Supper. 9) 


| what a thorough Confutation is it of the Judg- _ 
ment of the World, to ſee .thee, who hadſt all 
Power given thee in Heaven and Earth, who 
ſo perfectly knows how to refuſe the Evil, and 
to chooſe the Good, and whoſe was the Earth 
and the Fulneſs thereof, make Choice of Mean- 
, ETON 4 
Bleſſed Jeſu! who haſt triumphed over our Þ 
Pride, by the Humility of thy Croſs; join wien 
the Triumph of thy Croſs the victorious Influ= | 
ence of thy Grace, to kill and mortify all Pride. 
in us. And now thou art aſcended on high, 
and haſt received Gifts for Men, give us the 
excellent Gift of Humility, that we being like- 
minded with thee, and following thee in the 
Steps of thy humble Life, may hereafter have 4 
Part in the Exaltation of thy Glory. Amen, 
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DIRECTIONS. 


THERE are ſome happy Minutes in our Lives, 

1 eſpecially in attending this Euchariſtical Service, 
when the Mind (deeply affected with the Love of God, 

or the Sufferings of Chriſt, or its own Unworthineſs) 
is, as it were, Carried beyond itſelf in devont Rap- 
tures. In this Caſe, it is perhaps beſt for us to lay 
aſide all the Forms above previded, and to pour out 
our Hearts before God, as Occafion may require, 
As the Sacrament is a Subject abounding with a 
great Variety of fruitful Conſiderations, I would ad- 
viſe the Devout Chriſtian, who has frequent Oppor- 
tunities to partake of it, to vary his Meditations from 
Time to T ime,, fo that he may go through the ſeveral 


Conſiderations which may be deducible from it. 
| | | Thus, 


., 


FCruilable to the Lord's Supper. 99 
Thus, for example, in remembering our Saviour, he 
may one Time think of. him as a Prophet, another 
Time-as a Prieſt, another Time as a King. Some- 
times he may conſider the death of Chriſt as a Sacri- 
fice for Sin; and conſequently how odious all Sin is 
in the Sight of God; and he may take Occaſion from 
thence to humble himſelf for ſome particular Sin, 
confeſſing and bewailing it, and earneſtly praying for 
Strength to conquer ſome particular Infirmities, and 
fo acquire, increaſe and abound. in particular Graces. 
He may conſider the miſerable Life our Saviour led on 
Earth, as a Motive to Patience and Reſignation to the 
Will of God under afflicting Diſpenſations, ſince fo 
divine a Perſon, the beloved of God, who had done 
no Sin, and omitted no Opportunity of doing Good, 
was ſo grievouſly : ſtricken of God and afflicted : 
whereas we ſuffer indeed juſtly, and far ſhort of what 
our Iniquities haye deſerved: and it is of the Lord's 
Mercies only we. are not utterly conſumed, even be- 
cauſe his Compaſſions fail not. We may farther 
apply ourſelves to our Saviour, who himſelf was 
tempted, to enable us to bear our Afflictions, or re- 
move the Burden from us, as in his unerring Wiſdom 
he ſhall think moſt expedient for us. We may alſo 
conſider the Sacrament as a Feaſt of Love, whereby 
Chriſtians are intimately united into one Body, of 
which Chriſt is the Head; and therefore requiring 
from us the moſt ſincere and fervent Charity towards 
all Men, for Whom, as well as for us, our bleſſed 
Lord was contented to die. From this Conſideration 
we may heartily intercede for all the World, and 
eſpecially for our Friends and Relations, &c.— The 
Reader may find Exerciſe for more Hints of this Kind 
in the foregoing Devotions, which he may enlarge 
upon as he ſhall find Oecaſtion. | 15 
Farther, the Meeting together here of ſo many 
pious Chriſtians at the Lord's Table, may raiſe our 
Thoughts to that bleſſed Aſſembly in Heaven, where 
we all hope to meet. What a joyful, what a ſur- 
priſing Meeting that will be of perfect Minds with 
E 2 8 their 


10 © PRAYERS, Sc. 


without Reflection. 


upon us thy poor unworthy Servants: Hearken 


their glorified Bodies, of all the Saints that ever lived 


in the moſt diſtant Regions and Ages of the World! 


Nov we neceſſarily meet in ſeparate, and alas! too 
often in divided and oppoſne Communions, eſtranged 


and alienated in our Affections, for want of knowing 


one another better. Hereafter all the Followers of 
the Lamb, all the faithful Servants of God, a Multi- 
tude without Number, ſhall worſhip together in the 


Temple above; unite in their Priiſes to God and the 
Lamb, their Affections to each other flowing in one 


common Stream of Love. Then fhall we be deli- 


vered from every Temptation, and from every Grief; 


be made perfect in Knowledge, Holineſs, and Bliſs; 
and ſo continue to everlaſting Ages: Bleſſed Time! 
when all the upright Minds ſhall ſee that moſt adorable 


Perſon Face to Face, whom now they behold as with 


a Glaſs darkly ; and ſhall receive the fulleſt Manifeſta- 
mons-of his-Love, Ke 8 
I ſhall only add, that ſhort Meditations raiſed and 


\ digeſted in our own Minds will more open the Under- 


ſtanding, and make deeper Impreſſions on the Aﬀec- 
tions, than whole Volumes read over curſorily and 


hs: if 
= 


All Perſons irideed are not able to form ſuch Me- 


ditations; nor perhaps can the more Inſtructed do it 


equally well at all Times, —and therefore it is happy 
for Chriſtians that they have a great Abundance of 


* 


upon Occaſion. 8 5 


Books of Devotion, to which they may have Recourſe 


— 
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am he ab eter 


Ended. 


O Moſt gracious and merciful God, dock 
down with tender Pity and Compaſſion 


to 


| Suitable to the Lord's Supper. 101 
-to our Supplications who have now prayed 
before thee, and hear thou in Heaven thy 
dwelling Place; and forgive the Iniquity of our 
holy Things, the Deadneſs and Dulneſs of our 
Affections, the Wanderings of our Thoughts, 
and the Diſtractions of our Minds. Let the 
Merits of our dear Redeemer plead our Pardon, 
and ſupply our Defects ;- and grant that the 
Remembrance of what he has ſuffered. for us, 
may ſo influence all our. Thoughts, Words and 
Actions, that we may ever live as becomes 
thoſe who have been redeemed to God by his 
Blood. Grant that this holy Communion may 
not prove to the Judgment and Condemnation 
of any of ns, but that jt may be to the quicken- 
ing and ftrengthening of Faith, Hope, and 
Charity, and all divine Graces in our Souls, 
filling us with Joy and Peace in believing; and 
engaging us to walk worthy of the Vocation 
with which we are called, 1 in all Newneſs and 
Holineſs of Life; that it may guard us againſt 
all Temptations, ſupport and comfort us under 
all Afflictions, and prepare us for Death and 
Fa for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. Amen. 
Novy unto him that is able to keep us from 
« falling, and to preſent. us faultleſs before the 
« Preſence of his Glory with exceeding Joy; 
.< to the only wiſe God our, Saviour, be Glory 
ce and Majeſty, Dominion and We now ark 
« ever.” Amen, | 
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A Prayer after. we are returned Home, which 


may be uſed immediately, or at any Time of the 


O Lord, my God and my Father, I come to 


offer thee the juſt Tribute of my Praiſe 
and "Thankſgiving, for the Mercy and loving 


Kindneſs thou haſt ſhewed-to me this Day, in 
' permitting me to taſte of thy Supper, and diſ- - 
Poſing me to call to mind the. Greatneſs of my 


Saviour's Loye, and to ſhew forth my ſincere 


- Gratitude for the Benefits purchaſed for me by 


the Effuſion of his moſt precious Blood: A 


Subje& ſo full of Comfort and fo fruitful of 
| Morives to advance in Holineſs ! ay 


How many, Lord, who being influenced by 
the Pleafures or Riches of this World, when- 
they are invited to eat of this Bread of Life, 
and to drink of this Wine of Gladneſs, obſti- 


nately refuſe to come? How many pious and 


devout Souls are deprived of this higheſt and 
moſt ſolemn Act of Religion, either for Want 
of ir to perform it, or through 
Doubts and Scruples and uneaſy Fears? and 
how many, ſuffering for the Sake of a good 


Conſcience, are kept from it under the raging 


Violence of Perſecution? Whence is it to me 
then, that God is thus gracious to his poor 
Servant, who is unworthy of the Crumbs that. 
fall from his Maſter's Table? How happy 
do I think myſelf, that my Circumſtances are 


ſo advantageouſly different from theirs; that 1 
3 had 


* 


|  Sultable 1 to 250 Lord's pct,” 07 


had both the Will and the Opportunity ſafely to 
approach thy holy. Table ?. I deſire to aſcribe 
all the Glory unto thee, knowing that every 
good and perfect Gift cometh from thee, the 
Father of Lights, and I bleſs thee for the ſame 
from the inmoſt Receſſes of my Heart: Yea, 


O Lord, .< while I live will I praiſe thee ; EAI 


« ſing Praiſes unto my God while I have my 
« Being; for thou. art good, and thy Merey 
ec endureth for ever.“ 
O thou who haſt been graciouſly aſd to 
admit me to this holy Communion, do thou 
accompany it with thy Favour and Bleſſing! 
May it make me a real Partaker of thoſe 
Lives atages Which reſult from the Redemption 
that is in Chriſt Jeſus, more eſpecially the 
Graces of the holy Spirit; that in the Strength 
of that holy Meat, I may walk courageouſſy 
and continually in all the Commandments. and 
' Ordinances of the Lord blameleſs, notwith- 
ſtanding all Difficulties and Diſcouragemients 
from 5 World to the contrary. O thou, 
« Lord Jehovah, in whom is everlaſting; 
c Strength, uphold me with the right Hand 
of thy Righteouſneſs: Draw me, and I will 
« run after thee.— Thou who giveſt Power to 
« the Feeble, and to them that have no 
« Strength; Wrengthen my weak Hands, and 
© confirm my feeble. Knees ; hold thou up my 
« Goings in thy Paths, that my Footlfeps ſlip 
« not.” O let it never be ſaid, that after 
having been treated as a familiar Friend, and 


baving eaten of thy Bread, I have lifted. up my 
E Heel 


3 


1% PRAYERS, Ge. 
Heel againſt thee: But give me Grace, I be- 
feech thee, to make a right Improvement of 


the repeated Opportunities vouchſafed me of 


renewing the League of Amity contracted with 


thee at my Baptiſm, and make me mindful 


always of that Covenant; living no longer unto 
myſelf, but unto him who was © delivered for 
« our Offences, and is riſen again for our 
e Juſtification, Jefus Chriſt the Righteous ;” 
in whoſe bleſſed Name and Words I beg to be 
heard: Our Father, &c. 

Now the God of Peace, that brought 
b again from the Dead our Lord Jeſus, that 
« great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the 


. . «& Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, make us 


« perfeft in every good Work to do his Will, 
« working in us that which is well-pleafing in 


« his Sight, through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be 
« Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


Note, If the Family has communicated, the 
Maſter may add the foregoing Prayer to their 


Evening Devotions, only reading we for 7, us 


for me, our for my or mine, as often as | theſe 


Words occur therein, 


A Prayer fir a Servant, er a Perſon | in 4 low 
Situation of Life: obich may be uſed any Time 
of the Day, alter the 3 of che ny 
Sacrament. | 


ACCEPT, O gracious God, my moſt hum- 
ble and hearty Thanks for admitting me 


this Day at thy holy Table. 


Though 1 am 


poor, 


| Suitable to the Lord's Supper. ; ; 108 
or, I have eat and been fatisfied : Thou haſt 
enriched me with ſpiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt,, 


0 and haſt made me joyful in thy Houſe of 


Prayer, where the Poor as well as the Rich. 
have met together, to worſhip thee, the Maker, 
Redeemer,, and Sanctifier of them all. With. 
thee there is no Reſpect of Perſons; but the 
Loweſt as well as the Higheſt are bleſt with the. 


| fame Means of Grace, are fed with the ſame 
ſincere Milk of the Word, and are ma tos 


drink into one Spirit. 


Bleſſed be thou, O- OP Ji giving me 


a true Senſe of the Obligations which he upon. 


me to remember my Saviour in the Way: 


which he has appointed. O may I ever think 
myſelf happy, and ever be truly thankfut to. 


thee, for the gracious Privileges vouchſafed 
me! May I ever prize them. above ten. Thou- 


ſands of Gold and. Silver! May I never be 
ſo fooliſh as to murmur at my Situation; but. 
| Gnce thou art pleaſed to give me Food and 
« Raiment, let me be there with. content: 


« Looking unto Jeſus the Author and Finiſher: | 
cc of our Faith,” who has ſanCtified. the State: 


of Poverty, by becoming poon himſelf, & that 


e through his Poverty we might be rich.” — 
Help me to caſt all my. care upon. thee, know- 


ing that thou careſt for me, and haſt ſaid, E 
will never leave thee, nor forfake thee. And: 
grant that the raviſhing Thought of that im- 


menſe Happineſs teſerved in Heaven: for us, 


may conſtrain me to ſet my Affections on: 


Tae above; and encourage me to: bear- 
Eq. : Wich. 
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with Patience and Reſignation, all thoſe Croſſes, 
Diſappointments, and Misfortunes, which are 
the conſtant Companions of this preſent Life: 
Remembering always that J am in thy Hands, 
and knowing that my * light AMiction which 
« is but for a Moment, worketh for me a far 
« more exceeding and external Weight of 
« Glory; and thar after Continuance in Well- 
doing, I ſhall receive Glory and Immortality, 
and drink of thy Pleaſures, as Put of the 
River. Thou knoweſt beſt my Ce Addition, my 

Deſires, and my real Wants: Thine infinite 
Wifdom knows whether it be beſt for me to be 
abaſed, or had in Honour; to be „ full, or to 
e hungry; to abound, or to ſuffer Need:“ 
O do thou, inexhauſtible Fountain of Mercy, 
ſuit thy Bleſſings to my ſeveral Neceſſities : 
« Lead me with thy Counſel, and receive me 
« to Glory. Be thou the Strength of my 
e Heart here, and my Portion for ever” here- | 
after, through Jeſus Chrift our — Saviour 

and Redeemer. Amen, 5 


ADVICE | 


Suitable to the Lord's Supper. 107 


lc concerning Spixrrual COMMUNION. 
As there are many Perſons deprived of Opportu- 
<< nities of coming to the Sacrament, by their En- 
gagements in a Sea-faring Way of Life: As there 
are many Places, eſpecially in Country Pariſhes, 
where it is very ſeldom adminiſtered ; And as it may 
happen, that ſometimes the beſt Chriſtians are by 
Sickneſs, and other warrantable Impediments, hin- 
dered from partaking of it when it is; ſome pious“ 
Divines have adviſed in theſe Caſes a ſpiritual Com- 
munion, to ſupply, in-ſome Sort, the Want of Sa- 
cramental. To this Purpoſe, they adviſe us to ſer 
apart the ſame Portion of Time, and to uſe the ſame 
Meditations and Prayers (changing only ſuch Expreſs 
fions as relate to actual Participation) as if we were 
to receive the Sacrament, As this is Matter of Ad- 
vice only, and not of divine Commandment, every 
Man may de herein as he is ſuppoſed in his Heart. 
But no doubt ſuch a ſpiritual Communion cannot fail 
ef having a very good Effect: By it, the Reſolutions 
we made at the Lord's Table will be conſtantly re- 
newed, and will not. be liable to be eatily forgotten, 
which is too often the Caſe, when Communions are 
Ma at a great Diſtance from each other: By this, we 
may always preſerve a lively Senſe. of God's Mercics,: 
an abſolute Hatred againſt Sin, and a fervent Charity 
towards all Men: By this, we ſhall keep up our Lobe 
to our Saviour, and be always prepared to preſent our- 
ſelves at his Table, whenſoever we have an Oppor- 
„% tunity; and in the mean While we ſhall comfort ours 
| ſelves, that whilit © we do truly. repent us of our 
«© Sins, and ſtedfaſtly believe that Jeſus Chriſt hath 
« ſuffered Death upon the Croſs for us, and ſhed his 
* Blood for our Redemption, earneſtly remembering 
the Beneſits we have thereby, and giving him hearty 
Thanks therefore, we do eat and drink the Body 


E 6 | _« and 
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% and Blood of our Saviour profitably to our Soul's 
Health, although we do not receive the Sacrament 
| „% with our Rlouth.“ [ Rubrick in the Communion of 
CCC . 
Nay, this ſpiritual Communion may be of good 
Uſe to thoſe ſerupulous Perſons whe: are afraid to 
. partake of the Eord's Supper, unleſs they have had a 
great Deal of Time before-hand for actual Prepara- 
tion, or abfent themſelves on Account of any other 
miſtake and erroneous Opinions. The Acts and „ 
Exerciſes of ſuch ſpiritual Communion, wil help to 
bring their Minds to, and keep them in a right Frame 
and Temper, and moſt powerfully incline them to. 
partake of the bleffed Sacrament as often as they can. 
A s to the Devotions. fit to be uſed on ſuch Occa- 
fions, moſt of the foregoing ones may ſerve without 
any Alteration, and the others with very little. The 
-penitent Confeſfron” of Sins, p. 38; The Meditations on: 
eur Saviour's Offices, p. 43, &c: The Cammemorative- 
Meditation on our Saviour's Sufferings; p. 72; The 
Scripture Patlages; p. 82, &c. may. be uſed without 
any Alteration. Fhe Prayer for the Graee off Thank-. | 
fulneſs, p. 41; for Charity, p. 42; ai the Offering of” 
our Alms, p. 68; The Meditation on theſe Words, Do. 
this in Remembrance of me, p. 77; The Ejaculatians at: 
the Zord's Table, p. 82; The Prayer for the whole State- 
of Mankind, p. 88; may. allo: ſerve with ſome ſlight | 
ariation. The Communion- Service too may be very | 
properly uſed, making the neceſſazy. Alterations. 


1 You may. begin. your- Devotions” with ame | fuch Prayer 
3! | as this. F*** 


-- A Lmighty God and moſt mereifub Father, who art: 
every where, and more eſpecially nigh unto all 

that call upon thee in Truth, I proſtrate myſelf before 
_ _ thy divine Majeſty, with the deepeſt Humility. of Soul: 
and Body, to implore thy Grace at this Time, that by 
it I may be enabled to perſorm an, acceptable Sacrifice 


Is - 


| unto thee. : 


Suiable to the Lord's Supper. og 
It is a great Comfort to me to think, that ** unto 
 & thee all Hearts be open, all Deſires known, and 
% from thee no Secrets are hid;” for thou knoweſt 
the Deſire of my Heart to be towards the ſacramental 
Bread and Cup, to commemorate in an eſpecial Man- 
ner the Salvation of God in the Congregation of thy 
People. I lament my Want of Opportunity, ac- 
knowledging it my bounden Duty to join in that ſo- 
lemn Act of public Worſhip, whenſoever a proper 
”Y oY Opportunity is afforded me: Pardon, good Lord, al! 
my careleſs Omiſſions of this Duty; = Want of 
Devotion when I performed it, and my Want of Im- 
provement by is; „„ 
Accept, O Lord, my Will and Deſire, as at this 
Time, though I cannot outwaidly communicate. 
Let thy gracious Preſence be with me; ſince though + 
I uam abſent from thy choſen People, who now joy- 
fully attend on thy holy Ordinances, yet I am preſent | 
in Spirit, and heartily join with them, in magnifying g 
« thine ineſtimable Love in the Redemption of the | 
% World by our Lord Jefus Chriſt,” and in pleading 
the Merits of his all-ſuthcient Sacrifice for the Pardon 
of my Sins, and thoſe of all ſincere Penitents; and 
for the obtaining all ſuch Graces as are neceſſary to 
further thine EJe& in the Way to eternal Life. O. 
IF whiltt J am deprived of the external Elements, be 
| thou pleaſed to grant me the ſpiritual Comforts and 
NN unſpeakable Advantages they. were intended to convey 
= to all true Believers; and in thy geod Time bring me 
| to that happy Place, where we ſhall have no Need of 
FF Sacraments to keep thy great Goodneſs in Remem- 
| brance, but ſhall ſee thee Face to Face, as thou art, 
| and attain that Fullneſs of Joy which is in thy Pre- 
 « ſence; and thoſe Pleaſures which are at thy right 
Hand for evermore.,” Amen. 1 
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rs, 


As it is poſſible this little Book may fall into the Hands 

of thoſe that may be deſtitute of Helps for Daily De- 
wotion, I have added Morning and Evening Prayers for 
that Purpoſe. To | | 


A Morning Prayer fir a Perſon in private. : 


Now, O Lord, I awake from the Shades of 
-Y Darkneſs, and by thy Mercy open theſe Eyes 
upon. a new Day: Thanks to thy heavenly Care, 
which has preſerved me from all Evil this Night, and 
refreſhed me with the Sweets of ſufficient Sleep. To 
thee I commend my Sonl and Body for this Day. 
May I be protected herein from evil Accidents, in- 
ſpired with good Thoughts, engaged in good Works. 
Let the daily Duty of my Station employ my In- 
duſtry, Fidelity, and Vigilance, and ſuffer not Idle- 
nefs to have any Acceſs to me. In my neceſſary 
Converſe with the World, deliver me from its Temp- 
tations: and poſſefs my Soul with a conſtant Senſe of. - 
thine all-ſeeing Eye. Let the Conſideration of thy 
Omnipreſence enter with me into my Retirement, 
and awe me in Secret into a filial Obedience. © Thou 
% art about my Path, and about my Bed, and ſpieſt 
« out all my Ways: May they all be well-pleafing 
in thy Sight! I know, O Lord, how frail my Nature 
is, and how unable I am, without thy continual Aid, 

io ſtand upright; O for the Sake of Jeſus thy beloved 
Son, our precious Ranſom, ſend thy Holy Spirit into 
my Heart to direct, ſanctify, and govern me in the 
ay of thy Laws, and in the Work of OO 
mandments. Keep alive within me a quick Senſe of 
the future Portions of good and bad Men: Let the 
aſſured Belief of an Heaven and Hell ever hold me 
within the Bounds of my Duty ; and O! let Love 
and Gratitude improve my Obedience to the utmoſt, 
that I may taſte and ſee how ami. ble and excellent thy 
Precepts are, and that in keeping of them there 1s 
great Reward. Let none of thy Diſgenſations paſs 
N BP 


by me unobſerved or unimproved, but enable me to 
draw Good out of every Accident that befalls me, or 
thoſe JI converſe with. Teach me to be ſtrictly honeſt 
and juſt, true and punctual, liberal and compaſſionate 
towards my Fellow- Creatures; ſober, chaſte, and 
temperate in my own Conduct, and, as the Way to: 
both, a conſtant Worſhipper of thee, in Public and 
Private. © . „ 
Give me fuch a Portion of Favour in the World, 
as thou ſeeſt beſt to ſuit the State of my Soul, for the 
Encouragement and Enlargement of all thoſe good. 
Graces thou infpireſt; and in all Difficulties and Dan- 
gers, ſtretch forth thy right Hand to help and defend 
me: Let this World ever miniſter to the World that 
is to come; and paſling through Things temporal, 
may I apply them to the obtaining of Things eternal. 
his Day, O Lord, let me live to Thee, and, 
mindful of my Mortality, be fitter to die, the longer 
I live, <In the Lord Jeſus is my Hope, my Confi- 
dence, the Redeemer and Lover of Souls. To whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed by 
me, and all the Hoſt of Worſhippers in Heaven and 
Earth, all Honour, Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, 
henceforth and evermore. Amen. — Our Father, &c. 


As Evening Prayer for a Perſon in private. 


| O Tord God, whoſe good Providence has conducted 

me to the Cloſe of this Day, I here preſent my- _ 
felf before Thee to expreſs my Gratitude for thy in- 
numerable Mercies. My Soul deſires to praiſe Thee 


Suitable to the Lord's Supper. ris Þ} 


for thoſe ineſtimable Bleſſings, both temporal and ſpi- _ 


ritual, thou haſt graciouſly beſtowed upon me, through- 
out the whole Courſe of my Life; ¶ particularly. . 
O continue forth unto me thy loving Kindneſs, - and 
with thy Mercies never fail to imprefs a lively and 
grateful Senſe of them upon my Heart! Teach me 
the right Uſe of all thoſe Bleſſings thou reacheſt out 
unto me; and inſtruct me in the divine Skill of im- 

e 85 | ; proving 
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proving all Occurrences on Earth to my greater Hap- 
pineſs in Heaven. However my worldly Circum- 
ſtances ſhall be ordered, ſiffer me not, I beſeech Thee, 
to neglect my ſpiritual Intereſt. Let my-Soul be my 
e.ſpecial Care; and teach me to value its Welfare 
above a World offered in Exchange. Let no Sin pre- 10 

vail over me, no vicious Habit take hold upon me. 1 

Let me gradually overcome every inordinate Act, 

every * Deviation, from the Rule of thy Com- 

mandments, and fill my Mind with a Hor of Sin 8 

greater than Death. Let that which Jeſus died: to * 
atone for, the Love of which forfeits Heaven, and _ | 

plunges the Soul into the Depths and 'Torments of 

Hen, be ever deteſtable in my Sight. For my Secu- 

rity from Sin, be pleaſed, O Lord, to quicken me in 

a progreſſive Courſe of Holineſs, chat Day unto Day 
may add Improvement, and the Number of my In- 
firmities may be continually diminiſhing. Let me 

not ſtand idle, leſt F invite the Lempter to employ 
me. But as thou protecteſt me from his Snares, ſo 
alſo promote my advances in thy Service. Suffer not, 

O Lord, my Remorſe, my ſincere Contrition and 
humble Reliance on Chriſt, to be in vain. Pardon 
the Offences J lament, and deſite by thy Grace to for- 

ſake; and let not the Sins that do moſt eaſily beſet me, 
any longer reſtrain my Ardour in running the Race 

_ that is ſet before me. On Jeſus Chrilt, the great Sa- 

+ Crifice for the Sins of the whole World, I wholly rely 
for the Acceptance of theſe Prayers and Praiſes; in 
Confidence of whoſe Mercy I now commit my Body 

and Soul to the Bed of Slumber, ancertain whether I 
ſhall ever awake to the Light of this World; but aſ- 
ſured that whether I ſleep or awake, I am ever under 
thy Protection, and hoping, through thy unſpeakable. 

Goodneſs, to ariſe at length by a glorious Reſurrec- 
tion to Immortal Life, through the ſame Jeſus Chriſt 

dur Lord, in whoſe perfect Form of Words I conclude 

| thelemy imperfe& Devotions in Behalf of ny and 
. * all Mankind. Our Father, &. 
"IF 6 - 


GT believe 


Suitable to the Lord's ne. Hr = 3 


=; 677 1 believed it may * laid Lens”; as a certain Fact, " hs : 
„ an eminent Phyſician) that no Maſter or Miſtreſs of 
« a Family-can' have a true Coneern for Religion, or be 
„ à Child of God, who does not take Care to worſhip 
God by Family Prayer. Let the Obſervation of the 
Fact determine.“ Hartley's Seen on Many | 
Vol. IL, p. i330. 7 | 


4 Mining Projer for a Family. 


| Gier * to our Words, 0 Lord, 3 our 
Meditation, hearken unto the Voice of our Cry, 
our King and our God; for unto thee will we pray. 
Our Voice ſhalt thou hear in the Morning, O Lord; 
in the Morning will we ore our Prayers unto thee, 
and will look up. | 
O Almi ghty God, the — Creator Fe” Su 
Tonk of Heaven and Earth! Father of Lights, 
who dwelleſt in the Light which no man can approach 
unto, and yet humbleſt thyſelf to behold the Things 
that are in Heaven and Earth, accept, we moſt hum 
bly beſeech thee, this our unfeigned Sacrifice of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving for all thy eee for giving us 
Life and Breath, and all Things that pertain unto 
Life and Godlineſs; ; for preſerving us from Accidents 
this Night paſt ; for giving us refreſhing Sleep, and 
for lightening our Eyes that we have not flept in 
Death: „We laid ourſelves. down and ſlept: We 
„ awaked, for the Lord ſuſtained us.” But. above 
all, we def ire, O Lord, from the inmoſt Receſſes of 
our Souls, to praiſe and adore thy great Goodneſs, 


| + that thou haſt “ begotten us again unto a lively Hope 


© by the Death and Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt;“ 
that inſtead-of leaving us in Darkneſs and the Shadow | 
of *Death, thou haſt given us good Tidings of great 
Joy, haſt tranſlated us into the Kingdom of thy dear 
Son, and haſt made us Partakers of the Aids and 
rages of the yy Ghoſt. We thank Thee for the 
frequent 


« 
„ be in our Mouths: We will be glad and rejoice in 
« thee; yea, our Songs will we make of thy Name, 
OO thou moſt Higheſt !” -- LIE 
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frequent Opportunities thou doſt afford us to thinle 


upon our Duty, and to fit our Souls for eternal Glory; 


and that notwithſtanding our Abuſe of thy Patience, 


thou haſt ſtill given us this Day to“ work out our 
« Salvation with Fear and Trembling.” For theſe 
ſignal Favours, for thy exceeding great and pre- 


cious Promiſes, will we ſing of thy Power, and 


« praiſe thy Mercies betimes in the Morning; we 
will give Thanks unto thee ; thy Praife ſhall ever 


La 


We acknowledge, O Lord, that we are not worthy 
of the leaſt of all thy Mercies, becauſe of the un- 


grateful Returns we have made for them; and becauſe 
we have ſo little regarded that abundant Goodneſs, 


which was ſo graciouſly intended by thee to lead us 


to „ rh oe Pardon, O merciful God, our for- 


mer Ingratitude; and grant that for the future we 


may have ſo lively a Senſe of thy Goodneſs, and For- 
bearance, and Long-ſuffering, as may effectually en- 


us *© to lay aſide every Weight, and the Sin 


„ vhich doth fo eaſily beſet us, and run with Patience 
4 the Race that is fet before us. O ſtrengthen us 
„ with Might by thy Holy Spirit in the inner Man, 


to ſubdue our evil and corrupt Inclinations, and, deny- 
ing ourſelves, to go on chearfully and without Inter- 
ruption in the narrow Paths of Virtue and Religion. 
We know, O Lord, that “it is good for us to hold 


« ourſelves faſt: by God, and to put our Truſt in the 


Lord God; nay, that it is our only Happineſs: 


E 


+ 


This we believe, O help thou our Unbelief! 3 


O let us hear thy Loving-kindnefs in the Morn- 
« ing, for in thee is our Truſt; ſhew thou us the Way 
* that we ſhould walk in, for we lift up our Souls 


c unto thee. Feed us with Food convenient for us: 


& Preſerve our going out and our coming in:“ Give 
thy holy Angels charge over us to keep us in all our 
Ways. Give us ſuch a Meaſure of Health as thou 


ſeeſt moſt fit for us: Enable us to be diligent in the 


Duties 


* 


Suitable to the Lord's Supper. wig |} 


Duties of our Calling : © Proſper thou the Work of 


% our Hands upon us, O proſper thou our handy 
% Work,” Grant that we may always „keep our 


„ Tongues from Evil, and our Eips that they ſpeak no 
„ Guile;” and may “ put on, as the Elect of God, 

„ Bowels of Mercy, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, 
«« Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, forbearing and forgiv- 
“ing one another. May we of this Family eſpeci- 
ally, in the regular and uniform Diſcharge of our 
re ſpective Duties, ever be at Peace among ourſelves : 
May we ſeek the Things that make for our Peace, 
that the God of Love and Peace may be with us. 


And let the awful Conſideration of the great and ter- _ 


rible Day of the Lord, when God ſhall judge the 
Secrets of Men by Jeſus. Chriſt, ſo. influence aur 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions, ſo incline us to 
eſchew our own Wickednefs, and to take heed to our 
Ways, that we may be accounted worthy to ſtand 
before the Son of Man, and receive that great Re- 
ward which he ſhall beſtow on them that diligently 
Nen ie 8 ; + 
Hear us, O Lord, for thy Loving-kindneſs is 
comfortable: Turn thou unto us, according to the 

« Multitude of thy Mercies;“ and grant our Deſirem 
and Petitions, not according to our Deſerts, not ac. 


cording to our cold Way of aſking, but according to 
our great Wants, and thine infinitely, rich Merey in 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord: In whofe Name and Words, 


in behalf ourſelves and of all oor Friends, and of alli 


thy Servants, we moſt humbly and heartily pray; 


Our Father, &c. s . 
(o Sundays, the following" Paragraph may be added.] 


And now we are going to the Place of thy public 
Worſhip, let — Holy Spirit aſſiſt us in the Duty we 


are about to perform, and make us ſerious, attentive, 
and devout, Give us Grace to join in the Prayers 
and Praiſes of thy Church, with fervent and heavenly 


Affections; and grant that we may hear thy 3 


7 
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with great Humility, and with a full Reſolution to do 
our Duty. Let us ever eſteem it our Privilege and 
_ Happineſs to have a Day of Reſt ſet apart for thy Ser- 
vice, and the Concerns of our immortal Souls; and 

let us employ it to all thofe holy Purpoſes thou haſt 
appointed, whereby we may be the better fitted and 
prepared to celebrate that Sabbath of everlaſting Reſt, 


Which thou haſt reſerved for us hereaiter, through 


12 875 Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 85 Fs - 


Then read the Colle ſor the 8 as that for 
all Conditions of Men, ont of the Book of Common 
Tony er; and the two laſt Prayers in the Daily Service, 

Almighty God who haſt given us Grace, Se. 
| The e of our Lord 12 . Ce. | IG 


— — —-—-—-— — — oe . — 
As E veniag Prayer for a Fanih. 


Ger and glorious Lord God, thou bieh wn 
lofty One 55 irhabiteſt Eternity; : we pray thee. 

to look Fix from Heaven, the Habitation of thy 
Holineſs and of thy Glory, with an Eye of Pity and 
Compaſſion upon us vile and ſinful Creatures > Have 
Mercy upon us, O Lord, after thy great Goodneſs, 
and for the Sake of thy beloved Son in whom thou art 


well pleaſed, forgive our paſt Sins and Follies, waich 4 


are more than. we can number, and the Punrſhment 
due to them greater than we can bear. Work in us, 
we humbly beſeech thee, a ſincere Contrition for, and 
a perfect Hatred of our Offences; and let us not daily 


EE cofefs, and yet as daily repeat” them; but give us 


Grace effectually ta refrain from every evil Way, and 
turn ourſelves ſincerely to thee the Lord our God, 
our great and unwearied Benefactor, in whom we 
live, move, and have our Being here, and upon 
whoſe Mercy alone we depend for conſummate Hap- 
pineſs, in that OY. eee which we are haſ- 


„ %% Ed te 1 
1 ED s Suffer 


* 


— 


4 25 
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„ flumbereſt nor ſſcepeſt, defend us under 9 ; 


| 8 Lord 8. . * 


Suitable to the Lord's Supper, 117 


Suffer us not, 0 Weil God, to fall into a care- 
Hefs and nnconcerned State of Mind, into Coldneſs 
and Indifference about the Things which belong unto _ 
our everlaſting Peace; but grant, O Lord, that we 
may continually have engraven in our Hearts, a deep 
Senſe of the ineſtimable Value of the Prize that is ſet 
before us; and be thoroughly convinced that all our 
Pains, all our Induſtry, and all our Might, ought 
to be exerted, in Co-operation with thy Grace, to 
make us Partakers of that inconceivable aig eternal 


O God, ele 1 wile oyer us . 
Good: O thou Shepherd of Iſrael, who neither 


< and let us be ſafe under thy Feathers.” Keep us, 
we humbly pray thee, from all evil and miſchief, and 
from the Dread and Fear of them. Refreſh us with 
comfortable Reſt and Sleep, which may the better fit 
us for the Duties of the Day following. We will 
« lay ourſelves down in Peace, and take our Reſt, 
* (truſting in thy Mercy, O Lord God Omnipotent) 
«for it is thou Lord only that makeſt us dwell in 
Safety.“ —And ſince we dwell in © theſe Houſes of 
% Clay whoſe Foundation is in the Duſt,” make us 
ever mindful of that Time when we mall lie down 
in the Grave; and becauſe we know not the Hour of 
the Son of Man, give us Grace, that that Day may 
neger come upon us unawares, but that we may be 
always ready, like unto Men waiting for their Lord; 
that whether we live, we may live unto the Lord, 
« or whether we dle, we may die unto the Lord, | 
ce that whether we live or Ve we may be the 


*. 


"Wes i Time 8 is to come in 4 general Inter- 
by | ceſſion, p. 86. 


1 0 Father of Mercies, and God of all ©: 2 
Comfort, our unfeigned Thanks for thy manifold Þ 
_ Mexcies vouchlated unto u.: For our Life and Un- 


. derfianding ; 3 
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call upon thee, ſaying, Our Father, &c. ng 


Mes 
* 


in. * 


richly to enjoy. We thank thee that we have dwelt 


this Day beneath the Defence of the moſt High, 
4 and abode under the Shadow of the Almighty,” by . 
e 


being preſerved from thoſe Calamities to which the 
oor frail mortal Bodies of ours are continually liable, 
and from thoſe Puniſhments which are the juſt Re- 


wards of our Sins. One Day telleth another, and 


one Night certifieth another, that thy tender Mercies 


are over all thy Works. What ſhall we render unto 
the Lord for all his Benefits? — O grant that the Senſe 


of thy Goodneſs may lead us to Repentance; and that 
we not only offer thee Thanks and Praiſe, but alſo 


order our Converſation aright, by walking in Holi- 


«© neſs and Righteouſneſs before thee all the Days of 
«« our Life;” that we may at the laſt ſee the Salvation 
of God, for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, (the 
Fountain - and Foundation of all thy Mercies) for 


whom above all we deſire to bleſs and praiſe thee, and 
in whoſe moſt bleſſed Name and Words we farther 


/ 


/ 


ö 


Au this Paragraph on Sundays.) 


O God, we beſeech thee mercifully to receive 


thoſe Prayers which we have this Day offered up to 


thee in the public Congregation; and have Compaſ—- 


ſion upon our Infirmities; that our Blindneſs and 
Unworthineſs may not deprive us of the Bleſſings we 


have prayed for. And grant, we beſeech thee, that 


we may in ſuch wiſe mark, learn, and inwardly 


digeſt what we have this Day heard or read, that by 
Patience and Comfort of thy holy Word, we may 


embrace and ever hold faſt the bleſſed Hope of ever- 
laſting Life, which thou haſt given us in thy Son our 


Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


The AlMioRTy Gop, who is a ſtrong Tower and 
Caſtle, a Shield and Buckler to all them that truſt in 


FE him, 
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derſtanding 5 our Food and Raiment * our Health und 5 ö 
Strength; and all other Things, which thou giveſt us - 


* 


Suitable 70 the Lord: 5 Supper. IK 119 


| , to 1555 all Things in Heaven, in Earth, and 
under the Earth do bow and obey, be now and ever- 


more our Defence and Refuge. _ 
Unto God's gracious Mercy and Protection we moſt 


humbly commit ourſelves.* The Lord bleſs us and 
« keep us: The Lord lift up his countenance upon 
< Us, and- give us Peace,” both now and evermores 


ts. Ol EE IO" "FY 1 th. „ — di. 1 
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BOOKS printed for F. and C R1vINGToR, No. 62, 
S.. Paul's Church Yard. | 


þ An Introduction to the Knowledge of the Chrittian Religion, | 


In two Parts.— 1. An Explanation of the moſt material Words and 


Things in the Church Catechiſm.—2. An Explanation of the Two 


Covenants ; the Great Feaſts and Faſts of our Church; and fome 
Religious Terms 9 to prepare People for underſtanding Ser- 
mons, the Holy Scriptures, and other good Books. To which are 
added, Short Forms of Prayer, &c. tor ſeveral Occaftons. By Henry 
Croſſman, M. A. Ihe 14th Edition. Price 18, Fo, | 


II. The Chriſtian Inſtitutes ; or, The Sincere Word of God. Be- 
ing a plain and impartial Acccunt of the whcle Faith and Duty of a 
Ctriſtian. Collected out of the Writings of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment: digeſted under proper Heads, and delivered in the Words of 
Scripture. By the Right Reverend Father in God, Francis, late Lord 


Biſhop of Cheſter. Ihe 12th Edition. Price 3s. 6d. bound, 


* 


III. The Practice of True Devotion, in Relation to the End, as 


well as the Means of Relig.on; with an Cffice for the Holy Commu- 


nion. By Robert Neilſon, Efq, Ihe 2oth Edition. Price 3s. 6d. 


bound. Fa 00 38 


IV. Four Diſcourſes on the Four laſt Things; viz. Death, Judg- 


ment. Heaven, and Hell. By Thomas Greene, D. D. late Lord 


Biſhop of Ely. A new Edition. Price 28. 6d, 


V. The Whole Duty of Man, laid down in a plain and familiar 


Way, for the Uſe of all, but eſpecially the meaneſt Reader. Divided 


into ſeventeen Chapters; one wherecf being read every Lord's Day, 
the Whole may be read over thrice in the Year. Neceſſary for all 
Families. With private Devotions for ſeveral Occaſions. In one 
Volume, price 2s. bound; or on a larger Letter, Price 4s. bound. 


VI. The Knowledge and Practice of Chriſtianity made eaſy to the 


meaneſt Capacities: or, an Eſſay towards an Inſtruction for the In- 


dians. Which will likewiſe be of Uſe to all ſuch who are called 

Chriſtians, but have not well conſidered the Meaning of the Religion 

they profeſs ; or, who profeſs to know God, but in Works do deny 

him. In Twenty Dialogues, By Thomas Wilſon, D. D. l-te Lord 

Buhop of Sedor and Mann. The 16th Edition. Price 38. bound. 
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